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'Woman-time' is here 
by Ruth Seligman 
July 20, 1985. Womén, 
dancing and singing, teli 
their story. It is a story of 
oppression, of struggle, of 
joy and laughter. It is the 
story of every woman. 

The performance lasts 
through the night and unites 
women of every class and 
purpose. And as the end 
there is a new day. 
"Woman-time" has come. 

That vision was the "magie 
wish" of Dame Nita Bamiw, 
convenor of Forum '85. She 
shared her dream with . the 
women who jammed into the 
main hall of the Kenyatta 
International Conference 
Cenfre yesterday morning 
for the official opening 
ofthe Forum. 

l;lowever, at the end of a 
long morning of speeches, 
cm\v hall' of tho!'.e who had 
co~e to the Conference· 
Centre as early as 7.00 a.m. 
remàined to hear Barrow urge 
Forum participants to 
"harness t heir power to re
energize the women of the 
world fo'rward" 

Barrow's message to Forum 
'8fi participants was specific 
and it was strong. 

"The climate in Nairobi is 
different from Copenhagen," 
she said. referring to the 1980 
meeting midway through the 
UN Decade for Women. 

"In 1980 the international 
politica! climate was much 
less reactionary and confron
tational than it is today. We 
know t hat much has been 
made of what did not happen 
at Copenhagen. The press 
reported on ·the Jack of con
sensus, but, a consensus 
about what?" she asked. 
"What happened was unfor
tunately not in the press. 
But you are the living 
examples that if it dia not 
happen you would not be 
here today." 

''There can· be no one 
strategy beca

0

use although we 
have common roots of 
women 's oppression and ine
quality, one woman's libera
tion can be another woman's 
destruction. 

"That is why ccmsensus is 
not possible. Understanding 
can be." 

Between expressions of 
appreciation for the work and 
support of NGOs of govern
men ts and of many 
individuals, and following 
warm • greetings and 
'·'Habaris", Forum partici
pants were told of the 
advances made during _ the 
Decade for Women and the 
work left to be clone. 

Leticia Shahani, Secretary-

Generai of the World Con
fe·:rence to Review and 
Appraise the Achievements 
ofthe United Nations Decade 
for Women, reported that 
responses by governments to 
a UN questionnaire on pro
gress made duj1.ng tne Decade 
showed that many obstacles 
towards women's equality 
remained. 

Those obstacles included 
the traditional attitudes 
towards women which had 
not been shaken, the low 
priority of women 's concerns 
to governments and t he wor
sening world economie situa-

The superstars of. the rock
and-roll world werf replaced 
on Wednesday morning by 
t he t housands of women who 
rewrote t he current inter
national num ber one song 

."We Are the World". 
A5 of yesterday's 

ceremonies to open Forum '85 
the song will have, as its 
second stanza, "W e are the 
Women"! 

Members of the world 
YWCA led the thouGanrls of 
women jammed into the 
Kenyatta Conference Centre, 
and the thousands more who 
lined the plazas outside, in 
t he new versi on of t he song 
during the on.e-hour delay to 
t he start of, officiai Forum 
opening. 

I' 

The new lyrics spread 
quickly among the women 
who had little difficulty 

tion. 
"In some countries the 

_absence of peace has been 
identified as a major obs,t:acle 
to the advancement of 
women," Shahani said to 
appia use. 

"One ofthe most important 
pluses of t he Decade has been 
the realization by. govern
ments of the value of non
governmental organizations 
in assist]ng them in the 
implementation of plans ahd 
policies for•the advancemént 
ofwomen." 

Because of the involvement 
of NGOs at the twò 

learning the lines "W e are ,the 
ones who do the work, so lefs 
start living" and "We're 
changing a1l our lives . . .. " 

But the gathering respon
ded as enthusiastically to the 
drumming of the African 
dance groups and the songs rif 
the school choir's that had 
come to entertain. 

And, before the roster of 
speakers gave their greetings 
one after another, the 
audience joined in a rousing, 
five-minute long song about 
Harain bee - about pulling 
together. 

Kenyans for whom the song 
had a moving impact joined 
in .quickly. But even t hose for 
whom the lyrics and melody 
were new, took little time 
before punctuating its rythms 
with clapping and keening. 

Before the formalities 

preceding conferences of the 
Decade for Women, Shahani 
said that action was directed 
towards women's groups as 
wèll as to individuals. 

The Minister for Culture 
and Socia) Services Kenneth 
Matiba welcomed Forum par
ticipants on behalf of the 
Kenyan Government and 
President Daniel arap Moi. 

"My honest hope is that 
yo4 will come up with 
strategies for action which 
will help the status of 
women," he said. 

"As I've nòw come to t hink 

began, women in seats on the 
main plenary hall floor, 
women with their legs 
çprled-up under the~ on the 
floors, women 1n tbe 
three-sided balcony 
overlooking the stage, and 
.woinen outside under a 
brightening sky exchanged 
their own greetings .. 

They also found themselves 
getting the extra push to 
attend one workshop or 
another during the coming 
days or consider new causes 
they may not have heard of 
before as individuals and 
groups promoted their 
concerns through leaflets ànd 
flyers; 

Within one space contain-. 
ing four seats was a woman 
from South Africa whose 
màin concern at the Forum 
was rights for women in her 
country, a woman from East 

: Da'.Jièérs at the opell;ing ofForum .,85: 'Ì'h:e·world stood_~till. 

of myself - being in a rele
vant ministry - we women of 
the world shall overcome,". 
said the Minister. 

Dr Eddah Gachukia, 
Kenya NGO Organizing · 
Committee Chairman, exten
ded a greeting to Forum '85 
participants in the spirit of 
"Nyayo". "lt means "love,· 
pèace and unity,'' she said. 

Margaret Kenyatta, • head 
of Kenya's delegation to the 
World Conference, paid. 
tribute to the NGOs of the 
world for their commendable 
work throughour the decade. 

Timor who had come to teli 
Forum participants about thè 
political situation there, a 
woman from Finland whose 
eye at the Forum was on 
networking for peace towards 
the _ world youth festival in 
Moscow next month, and a 
woman from Uganda 
affiliated with the church 
movement whose interest was 
'refugees. 

But neither the leaflets, nor 
the inviting look ofthe flower 0 

decked stage, nor the four 
Decade doves of carnation 
rose against the main wall 
pehind the speakers, distract
ted the listeners from the 
speakers' important words. 

Applause carne most often 
at the mention of peace, and 
then at the recognition of the 

• steps still to take before ' 
equality was reached. 
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DAWNp ject f or a new era 
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Cover of DAWN public~tion: "Third World VVomen's 
perspectives." 

DA WN stands for 
Development Alternatives 
With Women for A New 
Era, and the wide network 
of women working under 
its banner bave been con
cemed with searching for 
alternative • and more 
equitable development 
processes. The project 
DAWN began as a Third 
World feminist initiative 
with , a meeting in 
Bangalore, India in August 
l~st year sponsqred by the 
Institute of Social Studies 
Trust, ·a non- profi t 
research and advocacy 
organisation based in New 
Delhi. The meeting. 
brought together a core 
group of women from the 

regions of Africa, the 
Middle East, Asia, Latin 
America, the Caribbean 
the Pacific, Europe and 
the United States of 
America, who appeared to 
share an admixture of 
anxiety and aspiration. 
Anxiety aver the assump
tions that continued to be 
commonly held on the 
matters of development 
and women's subordina-· 
tion, and aspirations for 
evolving a new vision, new 
strategies and methods 
grounded in women's own 
experiences over the UN 
Decade for Women and 
0·1er the last two develop
ment decades, as well as in 
the empirica! evidence of 

feminist research. 
The brainstorming that 

took place in the Bangalore 
meeting produced a surpris
ing consensus pf tbougbt. 
Among common 
understandings the group 
shared were: 

1 that very real barriers to 
changing women's social
economic status lay within 
the growth-centred, export
oriented approach to develop
meut that most Third World 
countries have embarked 
upon and its economie, socia! 
and politica! und~i:DJ!b,1gs; 

2 that a number of inter-
1 in k ed systemic crises 
(economie, politica! and 
cultura!) are currently 
affl.icting the Third World 
are having severe repercus
sions on women and are 
making human survival the 
world's most pressing 
prciblem ; and, 

-3 that it is only by reinforc
i n g and building upon 
worhen's efforts in such vita! 
sectors as food production 
and trade and hv effecting the 
necessary structural changes 
to g-ive women access to 
resources and freedom from 
the burdens of work in 
existing divisions of Jabour 
that the need.ed transforma
tion towards more self-reliant 
national development 
strategies can be achieved. 

'J'.he Bangalore meeting 
dec1ded to produce a paper 
which would synthesize the 
experience of women with 
development, highlight the 
impact on women of the 
global political, economie and 
cultura! crisis and propose 
alternative visions, strategies 
and methods. Within a few 
month& the paP,er had grown 
into a book ano the network 
of people involved in the. 
DA WN effort had · widened • 
w~ll beyond expectation. A 
second meeting of the DA WN 
group in Bergen, Norway, 
hosted by the Chr Michelsen· 
lnstitute, in March this year, 
made changes to a draft of the 
book and finalised plans for 
DAWN's participation at the 
Nl!irobi NGO Fon.un. 

UA WN's contr1butions to 
the NGO Forum will be its 
book, entitled Development, 
Crisis and Alternative 
Visions: Third World 
Women'.s Persp_ectiv~s., 

Brothers not enemies 

_,/ 

Susanna Ounei 

Susanna Ounei (s prou~ 
to cal! herself a Kanak 
- a name once used as a 
derogatory term for the 
indigenous Melanesian 
population of New 
Caledonia. 

The na me. has q-een 
adopted by, ,trqe: !'fe'lV 
Caledonia independen:ee 
·!Ilove~ent, which wants 

2 

·Kanak sovereignty. New 
Caledonia was colonised by 
France in 1853. 

Ms Ounei is a represen
tative of FLNKS, the Front 
de Liberation National 
Kanak et Sociali~t, a 
founder and president of the 
women's organisation 
within the FLNKS, the 
Groupe de Femmes Kanakes 
et Exploitee en Lutte 
(GFKEL). 

For the past year she has 
been learning English iii
New Zealand and forming 
committees to help support 
the Kanak movement. She 
hopes to be able to speak at 
one of thé Peace workshop 
sessions about the indepen
dence movement, which is 
related to efforts to han 
nuclear weapons testing in 
the South Pacific and make 
it a nuclear-free zone. • 

"In our women's group we. 
1 felt that we must not only 
; talk, but also move to help 
our brothers. We did not 

want to stay alone, we 
wanted to go toget her wit h. 
them because both Kanak 
women and men are 
exploited," Ms Ounei said. 

"Kanak men are not my 
enemy, they are my 
brothers. My enemy is 
the racist colonia! system 
w~ich exploits my people, 
and ariyone who supports 
that system, women as well 
as men. Women who oppose 
the liheration struggle are 
not my sisters," she sai d. 

Ms Ounei ·was one of a 
.numher of Kanaks 
who chained themselves to 
railings in front of the New 
Caledonia Parliament 
building for 20 hours in 1983. 

Demands for full indepen
dence began to be raised in 
the late 1960s and early 
1970s and in 1984 the 
FLNKS established a 
proiVis-i'onal, government of
Kan.aky .; -More than 20 
Kailaks :have been killed in 
the independence struggle. 

written by Gita ·sen w1th 
Caren Grown. and a series of 
pane-I discussions and work
shog;. 

Collaborating agencies and, 
organisations in the DA 
project include tbe African 1 
Association of Women for 
Research and Development· 

(AAWORD), Dakar, Senegal; 
the Women and Development • 

nit- at the University of the 
est lndies (W AND). Bar-

bado ; the A ian and Pacific ' 
Develppment Centre (APDC), 
Malaysja; and he Chr 

ichelsen In titute (CMI). 
·orway. 

.DA WN PANELS AND WORKSHOPS 
Julyl2 ·' 
9.00-12.30 a.m. , 

Panel I - The Effects of çì-owth Oriented Development 
on Women. ; 

eonveners: Zubeida AhmalHPakistan), Geertje Llyclama 
( etherland ) . 
2.00-5.30 p.m. 

Work h·op: - The Effects of Growth Oriented Develop-
ment on Wo,nen. , 
July 15 
9.00- 12.30 a.m. 

Pane! II -The Global Political, Economie and Cui turai -
Crisis. 
. Conveners: Neuma Aguiar (Brazil), Noeleen Heyzer 
(Malaysia), Claire Slatter (Fiji). -
In addition to the formai presentation, there will be dramatisa
tion of the theme by: 

a) istem Group of the Caribbean (3 mernbers) 
b) Penina Mlama ofTanzania foarticioatorv theatre) 
c) Inang Laya of Philippine (2 singers) 
Workshop:- Global, Politica( Economie and Cultura! 

Crisis. 
July 16 
9.00-12.30 a.rh. 
2.00-5.30 p.m. 

Pane! IÌI-Alternative Visions 
Conveners: Lucille Mair (J amaica) and Hameeda 

Hussain (Bangladesh) 
Panelists: 

- Ela Bhatt (India) 
- Chaddis Stapleton (Caribbean) 
- Bertha Gilkey (USA) 
- Sounei Antonia (Greece) 
- Virginia Vargas (Peru} 
- Hilan Lo (Pacific Region) 
- (South Africa) - Mamphela Ramphele 

July 17 
9.00 - 12.30 a.m. 
Panel-IV -Women and Media 
. SUB-P~J. I- FEMINIST PUBLISHING AND 
WOMEN 1N PUBLISHING 

Conveners: Urvashi Butalia and Ritu Menon - Kali for 
Wòmen (India) 

Panelists: - Jester Tshumma, Annie Holmes - Zim-
babwe Publishing House 

- May Ghoussoub (Arab Publishers) 
- ISIS International, Rome 
- lntemational Women's Tribune Centre (New' 

York) 
STJB-PANEL Il - WRITING AS A SUBVERSJVE 
ACTIVITY IN PATRIARCHAL SOCIETIES 

• Conveners: Ritu Menon and Urvashi Butalia. Kali for Women 
(India) 
• - -Fatima Mernissi (Marocco) 

- Nawal-el-Saadawi (Egypt) 
- Chandralenkha (India) 
-Matsui Yayori (Japan) 
- Ghadat Assàman (Lebanon) 
- 2 Participants from Pakistan 

Urban-rural 
encounter 

.'wo women's groups and 
t he Institute of Cultu.rçi.l 
Affairs are running four• 
hour "happenings'' i'ri 
their communities eve~y 
day until ,July 19. : 1 

The groups a re t he 
Mugumoini' • 4 Womezi • 
from a r.ur~\ \,~Ii~ge; 80 'ktri 
north of Nairobi,; ,and· th~ 
Kahiro Women, an urban 

project involvin;,:- a com
munity in t.ransition within 
Nairobi citv limits. 

The wo~en will host thel 
visitors; show them their 
màny projects, provide a 
heartv African lunch; talk' 
ahout· what thev are doing, 
·and sell theircra.fts. • i 

Daily signs ahotit• 1th:e 1 

programme will he p~steJl:dt 
the Jnformation Desk. 

Pacific 
Women's 
lobby 
Pacific women met on 
Tuesday, July 9t~ to 
form a lobby and selected 
riipresentatiY..eli tQ.. speak for 
them at NUU li'orum ses
sions. 

Hilda Lini of Vanuàtu, 
Papiloa r'oliaki 6f Tonga, 
Hamu Manatu of New 
Caledonia and Carmen 
Pearson of Guam, four women 
selected at a regional NGO 
conference in the Cook 
Islands to represent the 
Pacific at the Forum, are co
ordinating the group. 

The countrìes involved in 
t he group are Am~rican 
Samoa. Cook falands, Fiji, 
Prench Polynesia, Guam. 
Kirihati, New Caledonia, 
Nauru. Northern Marianas, 
Palua. Papua New Guinea, 
Solomon Islands, Tonga, 
Western Samoa, Vanuatu, 
Philippines, West Papua, 
East Timor, Australia and 
New Zealand. 

The group plans to take up 
development issues discussed 
at the NGO conference in the 
Cook Islands: Recommenda
.1 ions from this conference 
have heen included in the 
Alternative Report on the· 
Paeific to the Forum com
piled by the Asian Women 
l~search Action Network. 

They include recommenda-
1 ions !'or continuous analvsis 
of' medicai statistics • t~ 
rnonit or t he healt h status of 
wo men; rese a rch on 
lrarlitiona-1 medicine and 
healt h practices; use of ver
narnlar languages in educa-
I ion and training and more 
oppor\ unity for women to 
learn a second language; 
grnnts for women to complete 
src·o1Hlary school; equa! 
Hl'!'ess f'or women to employ
nwnt opportunities. manage
mrn( training. and to ali rural 
inst it ut ions. serviees. linan
cial bodies and extension 
services in agriculture; and 
moral support for the strug
gle of indigenQus peopl~- for 
self-determmat10n and mde
pendence in West Papua, New 
Caledonia. French Polynesia. 
Marshall Islands. Palau and 
East Timor. 

Protection 
The Environment Liaison 
Centre (ELC) is an inter
national NGO estahlished • in 
Nairohi in 1974 bv NGOs concer
ned about env.ironment and 
development. The hundreds of 
NGOs t hat atteoded the UN 
C'onference on the Human 
Environment in Stockholm in 
19i2 were a maior factor in 
convening the Nairobi meeting. 

It was during that con
ference that the ELC was first 
conceived to strengthen com
munications and co-operat i ori 
hetween NGOs around the 
world and lo act as a link with 
the United Nations Environment 
Programme (UNEP) based in 
Nairobi. ELC also works with 
other inter-governmental 
organisations, like ECOSOL, 
UNESCO and the lntemational 
Whaling Commission. 

The centre has 231 member 
organisations in 66 countries 
that contribute to its policy 
decisions. It also maintains 
contacts with over 7,000 other 
groups working on environmen
tal problems and promoting 
sustainahle development. 

Forum '85 



Slaving it up and building peace 
by Maria Elena Hùrtado 

From L to R: Jerry Rogers, National Film Board of Canada; Elizabeth Okwenje, Women in Development Consultancy Services. 
Hannah Fisher, Filmforum Director and Suzzane Pope, filmforum Assistumt Director. ' 

Developed country women 
,fight for peace while 
Western African women 
fight for survival. These 
were the two themes 
chosen for the opening of 
the lnternational 
Film Forum at Nairobi's 

national film theatre on 
July 9. Both were power
ful examples of the issues 
and ideas that women 
from ali over the world will 
be discussing at the NGO 
Forum. 

Safi Faye's As_ Women See 

It: Selbe - One Among Many 
is a nightmarish documentary 
on the life of women in rural 
West Africa. lt focuses on one 
particular • woman,' whose 
husband, if not away in the 
city, lays about while she 
sweats o~er thr cooking, 

Grassroots Grapevine 
by Scarlet W o man 
You may have thought the best 
technology was appropriate. 
Actuallv, it's invisible. Or so it 
seemect' at the Tech & Tools 
exhibition during the officiai 
opening on Tuesday. Lines of 
barren stands and acres of empty· 
space: there you had technology 
with a difference. The organisers 
promise it will ali be in piace 
today. They had to open on 
Tuesday, they say, cause they 
"were tied to the schedule", 

Hot off the stands, the fin;_t issue 
of fORUM '8/i was whisked awav 
by eager hands (especially ihose 
who hadn 't managed to get a 
copy of t he conference 
programme). Some even tried to 
pay for it - and others lookeq 
worried unti! told it was free 
(complements ofthe NGO Plann
ing Committee). 

I ******** 
The press corps is being naughty 
aga in. Ace reporters are stili 
roaming the grounds looking for 
the stars of the show - when this 
is the ultimate anti-hero con
ference. Aren't the unsung 
workers in the field and at the 
desk good enough for them eh? 
J;)o we bave to also shiné • by 
night? • 

July 1l 

Anyway, you can spot t he stars 
milei; away. They're sitting u-nder 
the shade of a tree for twenty -
and mobbed by hundreds - like 
Betty, Or, like Bella, they're 
sporting a straw pith helmet 
(she's reported to have traded in 
t he floppy hat for this occasi on). 
But then, you wouldn't have had 
to trave! ali the way to Nairobi for 
an interview, would you now? 

******** 
The Nairobi University campus 
attracts tents like a magnet 
acquires pins. Tuesday it was the 
pace tent and the Coke tent. 
Yesterday, the security tent, as 
t housands discovered when t hey 
left the mad crush at· the 
Kenyatta Centre Forum opening 
and had to squeeze through in 
single file. 

Friendly security men and 
women passed ultra-sensitive 
gadgets over passive bodies. They 
uncovered, you guessed it, loose 
change, keys and jewelry. Were 
they having difficulty coping with 
the queues. "Oh, no," smiled a 
fresh-faced security lady just in 
from the countryside, 
"Everybody's very happy." 
Think no hard thoughts - those 
are very sensitive machines. 

******** 
Knowi~, .that iuowing w.omen 
n!!ed ,l9 ,.eat, airobi residents 
stockei:l'up on sugar, flour and the 

like over two weeks ago, before 
the hotels cleaned out the super
market shelves. Nor is the end in 
sight. When the women pack up'. 
40,000 new visitors are expectéd 
for a world Eucharist conference 
and the Pope's visit in the first 
week of August. 

******** 
Overheard: one Nairobi 
shopkeeper scrut inizing the 
photogcaphs in FORUM '8.'; "Why 
don 't men ever get together like 
this - ali they do is make war. 

, 'These women want to save our 
world." 

, Not everyone agreed. 
''. Overheard at the opening of the 

NGO Forum: "l've come to 
attend the End ofWomen ... " 

• ******** 
NOW (the National Organization 

1 •<JfWomen) is holding its annua! 
meeting in the US while women 
!'rom around the world meet in 
Nàirohi. However, some OW· 
m~mbers passed Ùp the US 
ipeeting to come he.re - a sure 
sign of good taste and good sense. .... ... 
There were many wonderful 
scenes at the Forum opening. But 
tl\e one that drew the most eye!; 
and. \~e. biggest .qowds on the 
Vlaza gut~de t~e'fonference hall 
was a 'lively 1 ~ance group - of 
rn ·te dahcel"S'. , 1 • 

" 

pounds the gntin or moulds 
pottery. 

W e see her nursing her 
ba by, picking firewòod, 
collecting mussels, picking 
salt to sell in the market. Her 
days are a succession of 
chores from which she doe$ 
not seem to get any joy. 
Though she resents the lack of 
co-oi;eration from her 
husband, she remarks that at, 
least hard, endless work 
stops her from thinking about 
her many tribulations. 

If the film wants to show 
the drudgery of work and the 
restricted life of rura:l women, 
it certainly achieves it. It is 
monotonous because the life 

: of these women is so 
: monotonous. 

However, if the intention is. 
to make a statement about 

• the reality of all peasant 
• women, as the title of the film 
would suggest, it is inade
quaté. One cannot help but· 
feel that not all husbands 
refuse to _help their struggling 
women,_ or return after long 
absences in the city with no 
money for the family. 

Undoubtedly, women have 
a heavy burden which could 
be alleviated by a fairer dis
tribution of tasks and res
ponsibilities. But it is poverty 
that lies behind tbeir mis
~rable lives. Overcoming it 
requir!)s changes in the inter
national economie structùres 
- bettér prices for com
modities, international finan-

•cial reforms, more resources 
fo.r developing couritries - as 
well as a national leadership 
committed to improving the 
standards of living of the 
majority. Many women are 
involved in fighting ,for these 
changes so that thei:e can be à 

!ight at the end of; Selbe'k 

tunnel. 
Speaking Our Peace, a 

.Canadian hour-long fiim 
directed by Bonnie Sherr 
Klein and Terri Nash, had its 
international premi~r at the 
National Film Theatre. 
Beautifùlly shot and very 

1
powerful, especially because 
of the calibre and personality 
of the women interviewed, it 
explores the connections 
between world peace, 
equality and development. 

Women's skills as 
,peacemakers and their 
involvement in the inter
_national campaign against 
,nuclear weapons and 
militarism shine oùt. And 
there are some unforgettable 
;remarks. Commenting on the 
fact that most governments in 
developed countries are out
rig ht hostile to the peace 
mov'ement, Margaret 
Lawrence, a Canadian writer 
exclaims: "If peace is subver
sive, for God's sake, what is 
war?" She got applau'Ses from 
those attending the inaugura
tion of the film festival. 

Explor1ng the relationship 
with Third World poverty, 
the film makes clear that 

• without a more equal sharing 
of resources, there will be no. 
peace. And though there has 
not been progress on Third 
World economie development· 
and disarmament, . the film 
expresses the firm belief that 
It is "people witlì. no exti:a
ordinary powers . who will 
reconstitute the world". The 
final message is more sombre, 
however. Looking at how' 
nuclear contamination is 
slowly but relentlessly poison
ing life on earth, Speaking 
Our Peace ends with these 
hair-raising lines: "World 
W ar III is already claiming 
its victims." 

Viewers will no doubt leave 
the cinema: inflamed with a 
new passion for peace, but it 
is hard not to also feel anguish 
at how powerless do millions 

,.o~ women campaigning for 
peace seem confronted with 
the machinery ofwar. 

It reminded me of a ques
tion from my then eight-year
old son who had nightmares 
and couldn't sleep, so 
terrified he was of nuclear 
war. "Mommy," he said, 
"how many people would 
have to march in the streets 
to stop this madness?" 

Trickleup 
Program workshop - Thurs
day, July 11, Hyslop/609 
wom.en from Ruai, 40 
minutes out of Nairobi, will 
tel1 how the Trickle up 
·program helped them help 
'themselves. Co-ordinators 
from Hàiti, Barbados, 
Ghana will also participate. 
Glem Leet and Mildred 
Robbins Leet will chair the 
workshop. 

Attention: Ali American 
NGOs! 

Please Register! 
f>lease contact • anyone 
wearihg an "l'm a US Volun
teer" button or the American 

.Embassy, at the comerofMoi 
ai:i.d Haile Selassif àvenues. 

fhe interview with Dame 
Nita Barrow in first FORUM 
85 issue was taken by 
FORUM 8/5 editor Birgit, 
Wiig. Her portrait was "shot" 

· by FORUM 85 photographer 
Stephenie Hollyman. 

CHANGES TO WORKSHOP 
SCHUDEULE FOR JUL Y 11 
1ADDITIONAL) ANO 12 

JUL Y 11 Additional changes 
11. 9-10:30- ED118 Worl<shop 
!moved back from: 2-3:30, BLT
A, Chiromo Campus 

Title: Mohilizing for Equality 
Org: Israel Women's Caucus 

2. 9-l<r:30 EDB-14 Workshop 
postponed ùntil further notfoe 
• Title: Ecology. Femini m and 
Peace 

Org: Women for Peace-F,R.G. 
1. 11-12:30 GW120 Workshop 
continued 2-5 :30 in GW406 

Title: Women's StruggJes in 
Tanzania 

Org:WRDP 

JUL Y 12 Changes 
1. 9-_10:30 SLT Workshop can
celled 

Title: Women, Handicrafts 
and Development 

Org: Pusat Penelitan Pem
bangunan 
2. 11-12:30 ED210 Workshop 
moved and • workshop 
rescheduled 

Title: Women -& Minorities in 
School Curricula/Ed & Black 
Women 

Org: Medgar Evers College 
Above workshop moved to Julv 

11. 2-5:30, Ford Fdtn Room 
Title: Part-Time ,Jobs & 

Sexual Education in the Home 
Org: Con f. for Women 's 

Problems of Okayama 
Above workshop moved from 

July 16, 2-3:30, CLC-Lounge 
3. 11-12:30 ED212 Workshop 
moved to ,July 16, 9-12:30, EDB-
13 

Title: Women of Color in Int'l 
Struggle for Peace 

Org: Int'I Council of African 
Women 
4. 2-3:30 GW203A Workshop 
postponed until further notice 

Title: New Reproductive 
Technologies 

Org: Feminist Int'I Network 
on Reproductive Technologies 
5. 4-5:30 GW406 Workshop 
moved to July 16, 2-3:30, CLC-
ConfRoom A • 

Title: Change in Women 's 
Roles in Japan 

Org: Kyushu Women's Forum 
'85 

Title: Regional Communica
tions Networks 

Time: 4-5.30 
Venue: Education Building -

Rm 1 
Org: Int.ernational Women's 

Tribune Centre. 

Morning t~a 
for Australia 
The Leader of the' Australian 
Delega tion to the UN 
Women's Conference, 
Senator Giles wanted an 
opportunity for ali 
Australians involved in the 
Conference and NGO Forum 
to meet and discuss the broad 
issues involved in the 
·meetings. 

A meeting has therefore 
:been scheduled for 10.00 a.m . 
Friday July 12, 1985, at the 
_Donovan Maule Theatre, 
Parliament Road, Nairobi, to 
'which ali Australians • are 
invitbd. ( Mo.rnìng tea· will be 
~ervéd, , • ' 
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Nairobi, July 11, 1985 

Working-to end injusticé 
All over the world, men are telling women that they 
must concentrate all their efforts to improve the world, 
on the struggle against three things: the inter
national eèonomic Ùises, the lack of progress towards 
a New Economie Orde~, the increasing of already 
massive expenditure on armaments. 

There is no doubt that these things are important 
and that women should do what they can to help. But 
until women have achieved equality they will have to 
fight on two fror,t.s. • 

; I 

/ 

In ali socie1 es there is injustice to both men and • 
women, but thE t·e is also injustice by men to women. 
There is no mali so poor that there is nota woman who 
is poorer. There is no man so ill-treated that there is 
not a woman who is more ill-treated. That is why 
women have two struggles - against the injustice of 
the world and against the injustice of men towards 
women. 

Have we strength to fight on two fronts?· Some 
would argue that we should first fight together with 
our men against the common injustices. 

We think this is wro!)g. If we tackle both forms s,f 
injustice it will help not only women but society as a 
whole. We must make men understand that they have 
a persona! responsihility towards women and children 
and towards the oppressed women of the world. 

By working together to make men understand 
. this we will automatically be working towards the 
common cause of all people: the elimination of 
economie crises, a New Economie Order and a decline 
in arms spending. 

. Loosening the perpetuai hold which men have on 
most resources is the best way to put an end to 
eco~omic crises. We beli.eve that global sisterhood is 
the best protection against economie crises as well as a 
step· towards making developme.nt reflect pnmary 
needs. • -B.W. 

A decade landmark 
The United Nations Convention on the Elimination ol 
Ali Forms of Discrimination Against Women is con
sidered to be one of the crucial documents in the inter
national women's movement. Adopted by the UN 
Generai Assembly in December 1979 it entered into force 
_in 1981 and has so far been ratified by 72 countries. 

• It is symptomatic ofthe state of the world's women in 
this· last quarter of the twentieth èeritury that not even 
half ofthe 160 nations of the world can bring themselves 
to support a document that seeks simply to humanise· 
balfthe world's people. . 

Where any provisions seem to be in conflict with 
treasured cultural traditions the country concemed may• 
still.sign with reservations as rpany_ alread~ hav_e. There 
is no need to throw. the baby out with the batb water. 
Women NGOs can continue to pressure tbeir respective 
govemments to sign the Convention, meanwhile their 
task is to educate their constituents on its significance 
while pursuing their activities "as if'' the Convention has 
come into operation. Tbus action and implementation 
proceed regardless ofthe status ofthe Convention within1 
a particular c9).mtry. M.H. 

•FORUM '85 is published daily (èxcept Saturday 
and Sunday) by the Planning Commitee for GO 
activities during the FORUM '85 and the UN End 
of the Decade Conference. 

FORUM '85 is staffed by an international 
team of independent journalists. Its office is in 
Education Building, basement, University of 
Nairobi, telephone: 333065. 

FORUM '85 newspaper team. Editor: Birgit 
Wiig, .Norway. Assistant editor: Eunice Mathu, 
Kenya. Sub-editor: • Jennifer McKay, Great 

.Britain, Photographer: Stephenie Hollyman, US. 
Cartoonist: Kari Rolfsen,. N:orway. Lay-out:: 
Margaret Schiffert, USA. Journalists: Eugénie Aw 
Senegal. Manjula Giri, Nepal. Miriam Habib, 
-Pakistan. Nadia Hijab, Palesti_ne. Maria Elena 
Hurtado, Chile. Seona l\4artin, Fiji. Dorothy 
Kweyu Muriyakho, Kenya. Nelya Ramazanova 
USSR Ruth -Se1i•gman; USA. 

'"Don't worry, darling. My brother won't beat you if you don't want to be beaten up. It's only his way of 
making sure that you cough up more dowry ! " 

NGOs: Not poor cousins! 
By Miriam Habib 
"Ladies, ladies and gen
tlemen." Tbis was bow one -
cbairman addressed a 
meeting ofworld NGOs, as he 
took note of tbe prepon
derance of women at the 
mammotb gatbering at UN 
headquarters: 

NGÒs form a global com
niunity outside govemments, 
witb tbe distinctive cbarac
teristic of being organised and 

. managed- more by women . 
than by men. Altbough the 
nature of non-govemmental 
organisations ranges from 
tiny local groups to inter
national giants the quality 
common to all is tbe spirit of 
voluntary work and concern 
for humanity. 

Their inandate may be con-· 
fined to specific issues or 
may encompass tbe problems 
of mankind. Tbey are all, 
however, peoj:>le's organisa
tions, weak or strong, without 
direct politica! power. The 
value and strength of NGOs 
lies in tbis very fact. Politica! 
power, rèpresentative or 
otberwise, is possessed by tbe 

few everywbere; special ,or_ 
broader interest groups make 
tbeir will known tbrough 
NGO movements. 

Altbougb tbey lack tbe va~ r 
resources, tbe decision
making and implementing 
autbority of governments, 
NGOs are not poor cousins. 
The modem world bas wit
nessed tbe rise of organisa
tions at tbe local, national. 
regional or international leve! 
tbat have cbanged tbe buman 
environment. Tbe inter
national scc>ut movement, tbe 
International Planned 
Parentbood Federation, tbe 
Women's lnternational 
League for Peace and 
Freedom are tbree random 
examples. Transnational 
NGOs now exist for almost 
every goal or affliction of tbe 
buman race be it ageing, nar
cotics disarmament :_ you 
nameit. 

Would tbe world bave been 
tbe same witbout NOW, tbe 
N ortb American feminist 
awakening of tbe sixties tbat 
bas toucbed every continent? 
Were it not for tbose stirrings 

of earlier decades would tbe • 
world community bave 
declared a Decade for Women 
- or would the world's 
women bave converged on 
Nairobi to evaluate it and 
keep up tbe momèntum? Not 
at tbe .bebest of govemments, 
certainly! 

lncreasing])'. valued and 
respected at tbe UN, wbere 
tbe roster of affiliated 
organisations lengtbe,ns 
yearly, tbe NGOs also 
generate millions of dollars 
for a pletborà of causes. Often 
they provide tbe buman 
toucb, the leave~ing in 
society, wbere otberwise 
impersona! bureaucracies 
would reign unchallenged. 

NGOs Ìnay bave peaceful 
socia! reform as an ultimate 
goal. On tbe way there they 
become professionalised, 
acting as both gatherers and 
disseminators of knowledge. 
As an invaluable training 
ground for citizenship 
responsibility, they rivai text
book learning. Members 
savour tbe taste of succ~ss 
when recommendations and 
declarations bear fruit in con-

crete measures and enact
ments. Thus NGOs play a 
role in making history. 

The Women's Decade has 
seen hundreds of women's 
organisations blossom (and 
some witber). Never before 
has so mucb cetebral power 
been concentrated on 
women's issues. Tbe conclu
sion is that every issue is a 
women's issue, since women 
are involved in ali oflife. 

Women have deliberated in 
these new tbink tanks around 
the world. Tbey want to 
change the game, not enter 
the old game under tbe old • 
rules. A just international 
economie order. a reversal of 
the arms race, participatory 
styles of work and govern- • 
ment: these are their concepts 
for human development. 

NGOs are to be treasured 
·as world referees. By emula
tion, they give each other 
strength. They cheer each 
other and their governments 
on to keep up with the inter
national Joneses in designinv 
more humane world struc
tures for women and men. 

Drugs marketing code urgently needed_ 
The subordinate posi
tion of women and 
their centrai · role in 
health care and 
reproduction is being 
exploited by phar
maceutical industries, 
governments and inter
national organisations, 
according to Health 
Action International. 

"They are taken advan
tage of for profit, population 
contro!. or other macro
political reasons," the group 
says. 

HAI hopes to persuade the 
UN Conference to adopt a 
resolution based on thè.. 
recommendations drawn up 
at a meeting it held in .June 
this year. 

HAI is to hold a workshop 
to cUs uss t he recommenda
tions • on Toèsd_ay July 16. 
Amonk' the' recommenda
tions arè tbe ·following: 

1. ·women's rights with 
regard to free choice of 
effective, safe· and cheap 
cont raceptives, and women's 
rights on unhound and com
plete information regarding 
t he use, t he effecti;;, and t he 
po. sihle adver. e reactions of 
contraceptive5 and other 
fertility-related phar
maceuticals mu. t he the 
starting point for all 
politica! deci. ions: 

the export of phar
maceuticali;; that mav not 
he marketed in the ·home 
country imposi;;ihle. A 
rational drug policy should 
be adopted hy ali govern
ments. 

4. The World Health 
Organization . hould make a 
specific list of essential con
trace pt i ve s and other 
fertility-related drugi;;, in 
addition to the lii;;t of ei;;sen
tial drugi;; adopted in 1978 by 

• WHO. 

stopped immediate)_\·. 
6. The testing of new 
fertility-relateé! rlrugs on 
women in regions where 
medicai infrastructure is 
insufficient and legi!'lation 
fails to protect women 
against harmful clinica! 
t rials mui;;t he stopped. 

7. Pha rmace ut i ca I com 
panies must be stimulated to 
direct more research 
tnwards non-drug- con
traceptive i;;olutions and 
male contraception. 

2. Any population policies 
and family planning 
prop-amme. which violate 
women's rights must be· 5. The producti-:m, export 8. Politica! and financial 
stopped immediately. and distribution of con- support must be given to 
:3. An international code for traceptivei;; and fertilitv- autonomous women's groups 
marketing practices in the related drugs that a;e working on ii;;sues concern-
pharmaceutical industry- .pr,oven to be harmful to ing pharmaceuticals and 
should be adopted by the women's health and well- health. Action research from 
World Health Organization., being must be banned. The a women's perspective and 
A legai export-code on phar-. pr<_>duc~on, export and dis- for women's purposes on 
maceuti~!i!s,r~rp}d.:p.e tr_1hut1<?n of. ~~"'.,;!~ese is5ues should he 
adopte_d bY. an 1 ~~e 1~o'rp~-., (cUethylstilbestrol) and· rughf r f!trnulated by ali govern
countnes of,.RIJar111~~!,l~it:at do. e EP (oestr~}'e[I- , mentS- and international 
companies 'in order to make: . Pl"'.>gesterone) drugs rriust be ' organization~. 
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Fondo Nairobi - Archivio storia delle donne

• 

Here is the neWspRper team 

First row, fropi Ieft; to right: Eugenie Aw, Seneg;..; Editor. Birgit Wiig, No"!ay; Nadia Hija'!, Palestin~ Dorotb.>: ~w~ 
Munyakho Kenya; Eunice Mathu, Kenya. Back row, left to nght: Margaret Schifl'ert, USA; Mana Elena Hutardo, Chile;_ ~ 
Rolfsen, Norway; Ruth Seligman, USA; Ml!njula_ Giri, Nepal; Jennifer McKay! ~L ~e~a· RarnautMva, USSI!,; Miriam 
Habib, Pakistan; St.ephenie Hollyman, USA, 1s behind the camera and Seona Martin, Fip, Jomed the team afttt the p1cture. 

Youth's problems on agenda Women at 
By RUTH SELIGMAN 

Perhaps no group will be 
as affected by strategies 
for the future as the young 
women meeting this week 
in Nairobi. 

Around 250 crowded into a 
room on Tuesday aftemoon 
designated as their own dà.ily 
drop-in centre at the YMCA 

• on State Road to participate 
in planning that future. 

"We expected about ·20 or 
30;" said Nancy Fee, the 
programme advisor for 
w,omen's development with 
the lnternational Planned 
Parenthood Federation, who 
was instrumental in organis
ing the session. Two more are 
planned during Forum '85. • 

Fee noted that at the 
Vienna pre-conference con
sultation session there were 
very few young women 
( defined as between 15 and 25 
years of age by the UN) 
although there was a lot of 
interest in the subject. 

A group at the Vienna 
session held a special panel on 
the question of what to do by 
the year 2000, and produced a 
report with the materiai 
available. 

The report noted that 
young people make up over 50 
per cent of the population of 
many developing countries 
and that the proportion was 
increasing. Young women and 
girls are doubly discriminated 
against in society - both as 
young people and as women 
__:_ the report said. Yet, the 
W orld Pian of Action and the 

the censors 
"Damn it, we've beaten 
them," exclaimed an 
euphoric Hannah Fisher,. 
Filmforum director. She was 

. just back from a meeting with 
the Kenya Film Censorship. 
Board at which it was agreed • 
'there would be no restrictions 
on the films selected for the ' 
filmforum. If everything goes 
as Hannah expects, the Board 
will approve all the scheduled 
films without actually seeing 
them. "We agreed there must 
be no restrictions since they 
were films for women, by 
women and on women's issùes 
that were going to be shown 
not on the national distribu-

Young people take an interest in their future. 

tion • network but to the 
women attending the NGO 
Forum," Hannah Fisher said. 

If there are no further 
snags, it means the end of a 
two and a half week nightmar 
for her. She has spent ber 
days going from ministry to 
ministry to get the films on 
the screen. Sbe didn't 

·The report also 
demonstrated how the themes 
of the Decade specifically 
affect young w·omen. For 
example, expenditures on 
arms divert resources from 
education. Young women's 
health concerns constitute a 
·growing list, ranging from 
teenage suicides, rape, and 
early, unwanted pregnancies 
to smoking, drinking and poor 
eating habits. 

to meet people and"to see that 
there were many other young 
·people at the Forum," said 
Fee. 

Among those who "dropped 
in" at the 'YMCA was Jen
nifer Klot, founder and co- . 
ordinator ofYGAP, the Youth 
Global Alliance Programme.: 
Klot, aged 20, of the U:S, • 
explained that ber group is . 
working towards drafting an 
international ag_enda for 
youth for the year 2000. 

manage to get them a~òved 
on time, though. Only i:ie of 
the three film venues, t '!lt at 
the Kenya ational 1),eatré, 
showed films yesterday and 
then not what was planned. 

Up till now, the videos were 
at risk of not being screehed 
at all because the censorship 
board did not hav!;)~ the 
facilities to view'{hem. 
Hannah Fisher now hopes 
that the r~st of the filmforum 

Letters 
Forum '8S n~spaoer. is ooe~ to all. çonference p~éìo~ts {:· 
express their views. DiscusBlon, o_pJDJon and cr1ti_c1S_m will_ . ... 
welcomed -on· ihis pagé: Letters should be brief and the 'Editor, 
reserves the right to shorten letters where necessary. 

Cramped location 
·It is 9 a.m. at the Kenyatta 
Centre and as hundreds of 
thousands of women pour in 
for the opening ceremonies of 
the NGO Forum, the crush of 
human bodies brings move
ment on the first floor to a 
standstill. While I have been 
given clearance to move in to 

,a Press area as a photo.jour
•nalist, it is impossihle. Small 
hallways lined with people 

·attempting to move in both 
directions at once creates an 
impasse - we neutralise each 
other's intentions and no one 
is getting anywhere. 

A piece of my camera is 
broken as others attempt to 
wrench their bags and bo.dies 
'by me and only Merid.el 
LeSueur, 'Midwest USA poet 
and activist seems accepting, 
·almost serene, in her chair as 
she is wheeled into the 
entrance foyer of the hall· 
where all the "action" is to 
take piace. At least she has 

• some space - a small, per
ceptible area of light and air 
in which to bide her time as 
the throngs grow larg-er and 

more compressed, moving 
nowhere, with a sense of 
urgency and desire. 

It feels hopeless and raises 
some questions ab9_!1t the 
choice of this location for a 
gathering of what, surely, 
everyone knew by now, would
be around 10,000 women. I 
wonder if something goes 
wrong how these women and 
men are to be safely and ade
quaj;ely evacuated from this 
buildin~. I wonder at an 
apparent resistance, at some 
cognitive or unconscious 
level, to th_e gathe_ring of 
these many women from 
around the world. 

Why not a large field wherE 
we could all join together in a 
stance of unity instead of the 
endless friction, and com
pressing of women with the 
ultimate sense of ostracism 
that will come f~r those who 
cannot get in the hall? 1s it 
just too difficult to fathom • 
that 10,000 women would 
want to stand together in 
unity? • • 
Anna D. Morrigan 

Edtication is the key 
With satisfaction I notice that 
a lot of young women have 
come to Forum '85. lt's very 
stimulating to see that not 
only women carne. bere who 
already have found their 
piace in society, but also 
those who still have to find 
theirs. There will be 
workshops, a daily drop-in 
centre at the YMCA and a 

• plenary on the • 17th: all these 
dealing specially with the 
concems 'ofyoung women. 

A main topic at Forum '85 
should be the education of 
young women. If we want the 
coming generation of women 
to have a better position in 

. society, we have to start by 
g1v1ng them a good 
educational background. This 
background will not only raise 
consciousness but will also 
give us confidence in our-

_:., 

selves. At the moment a lot of 
women face difficulties 
if they want to study. 

• They have to deal with 
historical, cultura! and 
emotional diffi-culties. All 
these difficulties are ~t going 
to vanish if we just sit and
wait. There is a great deal of 
work to be done. Young 
women should .encourage 

. each other and help each 
(?ther fo start and complete 
their studies. . 

Young women should buiid 
networks aÌnorig students and 
try to tackle the problems 
they face together. With these 
networks we can support each 
other and share the solutions 
we have found .during our 
struggle. Together we can do 
a lot more than alone! 

Pauline Krikke, 
The Netherlands. 

•• ·-- ~. _·-:--:--::.:,-.~~ ~ 

rn w l\at- w.iy oo I rN~· yov i.;.1 r,ifèrbut·? ~rogramme of Action for the 
Women's Decade show little 
concem for the special needs 
ofyoung women. 

Tuesday's meeting was plan
ned as a briefing 1 session to 
introduce young women par
ticipating in an international 
forum for the first time to 
procedure and to the 
ba<;k~~~d ,o_f the Women's 
Detadè.· 

Working closely with the 
Kenya Youth Task Force, 
YGAP members, aged 13 to. 
24, will gather ideas for the 
agenda from issues discussed 
at a Y0!-113_g -~~~~n•, 'plenacy 
scheduléèi 'for-!JuJy··'17 and 
draft the àgénda' at•d wrap-up 
session on July 19. 

wilI° run smoothly ,aqd ,i!l• H 

July li 
' r_•11t wàs -àlso to encourag-e 
them to go and ask questions, 

• make up for the sha]~y, fi 
1 1 r / dày. • • .. • 

~ Sbeba Femin~st Publishers. 
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Meether 
underthe 
fig tree 

·by Ruth Seligman 
A tali, bròad leafed fig tree just next to the peace tent on 
the University campus is the dream-c9me-true of Betty 
Friedan. 

The US author and feminist 
theoretician will sit under its 
shade every day at noon during 
Forum '85 to share with women 
their thoÙghts on the future•· 
directions of feminism. 

"It's a beautiful tree," she said. 
And indeed, the spreading 
branches mirrored the visions 
Friedan described in New York 
before leaving for Nairobi when 
she spoke of the free-form 
dialogue she hoped to have with 
women from ali over. 

"I discussed 1•·ith Dame Nita 
Barrow what best I could do at 
the Forum. So many people have 
been coming to see me about 
their concerns about the women's 
movement. t thought it would be 
good to have -a tree where thirty or 
forty women could meet everv 
day in a free dialogue:" -

Those concerns reflect 
Friedan's own and will form .the • 
content of her scheduled 
workshop on feminism and 
pluralism. 

- - "Feminism may form differen
tly along different lines o{ 
development worldwide but the 
women's movement is on a colli
sion course with fundamental
ism," she sai d. 

That reality should be among 
the major concerns of the 
women's movement today and 
one of the main developments to 
guard against if the gains made 
by women in the last two decades 
are not to be eroded. 

Friedan, whose work "The 
Feminine Mystique" articulated 
the alienation felt by so •many 
women in the US and worldwide 
over twenty years ago, is in 
Nairobi as an NGO Forum par-

ticipant and workshop-Jeader. 
"We must use Nairobi to share 

our concerns. We may be facing 
impasses, dead ends and a terri
ble backlash," she said. 

"In the United States, with 
Christian fundamentalism, there 
is _a war unto death to fight the 
ERA (Equ_al Rights Amendment) 
and women's right t.o contro! 
their budies. With al! the other 
issues there are they're making it 
a main politica] issue to take 
away those rights. What it's 
really ali abcmt. is to push women 
back down again. _ 

"In the Arab countries where 
there is Islamic fundamentalisrrì: 
the religion decrees women 
should be subservient. In Israel 
where there is a mix of religion in 
politica! power the Orthodox rab
binate is moving against the 
rights of women in matters such 
as abortion," Friedan said. 

"lt would be interesting at the 
Forum to explore these develop
ments across different cultures." 

Frie<lan also seeks politica! 
leverage in such machinery to 
protect against the worldwide 
backlash she described. 

"l'rn here for the networking. It 
is the only piace that women from 
al I over the world can get 
together," she said. "We've 
leamed enough that we should 
really take advantage of this week 
to share our concerns and our 
mistakes and to get together in a 
concerted plea to the governmen
tal conference that it insist the 
UN come out with real machinery 
on women 's rights. It is one thing 
for the UN to come out with nice 
sounding declarations on 
v.:omen 's rights but ,!hey should 
g1ve _us resources too .. 

Friday eultural activities 
July 12 - 8.30-3.30 p.m. 
FRENCH CUL TURAL CENTRE - Monrovia St. & Loita St 

Sal!e 219.00-12 noon. -
Veve Clark - Caribbean Literature by women - Farika Birka 
Birham - Women in Rasta & Maroon Cultures 
Kazuko Watanabe - Asian women Writers - Helena De 
Crespo- Effect on Economy of Underdev. Countries. 
Jessi~ Scotford - Books of Myths and l.egends - Assa Roma 
- Literature in Israel. - • 

Salle 22 9.00 -12 ~oon - Katherine Ekau Amoy Hall -
women of colour. 
Catherine Allp~rt - _slide show and networking - Masako 
Wat~nabe - As1an Mtgrant Womén - Prostitution Tourism. 
Yenlin Ku - Problems Facin•g Taiwan Women - Dorothea 
Jacobson Wenzel -American Women's Movement. 

.::F..atima Alali ~ Women in Refugee Camps - Barbara 
Rhoden/C. Byron - slide show. 
9.00-3.30 Salle 24 
Exhibits - Same exhibitors as July 11: Taylor, Emcken, 
Simukanda, Cameron, Rogers/Gorge, Voluntary Fund for UN 
Decade. • 

FCC Auditorium 9.00-12.00 noon -12.00 noon-3.30 p.m. 
Program V-Clara Kuschnir de Simpson, Joann Freed, -

. Rr-0gram IX-Shelley Graham. 
Dr Mildred McCain-Coleman, Betsy Damon 

FCC Library 9.00 - 12.00 noon 
Harriet Hirshorn - Violence Against Lesbians 12.00 noon -
3.30p.m. 
Tina Horn - Child Abuse Janice Munning Melton -
Artistically Speaking. 
Valsa Verghese-Chacko - Katherine Ekau Amoy Hall-Poor 
working Woman. 

• ·John Noreen - Rural Women organise - Barbara Sealy 
Rhoden/Byron. 
Sugaya Yoshi - Japanese Women Promoting. 
Community Ac.tivitie§.-

EXHIBITIO SPACE at FRENCH CUL'T'URAL 
CENTRE ENTRANCE 

Ju1y 9-12 Only, 9.00-3.30 p.m. 
C~eryl Mann;_ ~~di ·~.s?aque, Susan Petty, I.sabei Letelier, 
M1sao Jo, J~ruce. M'upntrigs 1 Barbara Denman. . • • 
Michelle Vaaen, Hanaè Toléunaga, Merta Fritz, Cheryl Mann. 
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Friedan: The US cannot say it is a model 

Friedan will also be exploring 
the evolutions of the family, a 
theme she addressed in her latest 
work, "The Second Stage." 

"The whole move of women to 
equa! rights is not against t he 
family. It is strengthening the 
family. We should be moving into 
thl! second stage. There are so 
many women in the child rearing 
years who are in jobs. There is no 
retreat from that berause of 
economie necessity and the 
evolution of work. The women's 
movement should be filing for 
child care, for maternitv leave. 
But the women's movement has 

. had to spend its energy to defend 
what we've already won. 

"The U.S. cannot go into the 
conference saying it is a model. 
We have no ERA in the constitu
tion. We have a whole generation 
of women caught in thè douhle 
burden. . 

"In other countries women 
have the prohlem, for instance, of 
women's access to literacy. When 

• development comes, the new· 
technology comes to the men." In 
less developed countries Friedan 
saw getting women's work 
counted in the gross national 
product and women's access to 
property as important issues. 

To take full advantage of the 
historic moment she described 

°Friedan said, "it is important wè 
refocus ourselves in Nairobi and 
strengt hen each ot her to move on. 
So it isn't an empty set of words. 
we must not permit male politi
cians to manipulate us, to divide 
and divert us on the politica! 
issues on which we mav be 
divided. • 

"This is the only conferenre of 
women of the world, and politica! 
issues on which we mav be 
divided must be tabled. ·It is 
naive to say t he conference 
i-houldn't be polititized but 
women 's rights are noi t he 
concem of the N generally or of 
male dominated governments. 
This conference has no real power 

(Photo by StephenieHollyman) 

to settle Ìssues that have nations 
at each other. One would have to 
question the sincerity of those 
who would be pushing them. At 
every UN conference politica! 
issues mav he raised but when 
the topic ·is oceans or food the 
conference deals wit h oceans or 
food. 

"Many people are cynical 
about the UN. We have to ask, 
was it trying to lakh on and co
opt t he decade for worrien, or use 
the Mexico and Copenhagen con
ferences to divert i.;s - at worst, 
to keep women from getting 
together?" 

If so, Friedan said that suc:h 
attempts hacl not been successful 
because of the informai glohal 
networking that had evolved over 
the decade. 

"There i;, a new burst of 
creativity here -- an expJ·osion or 
creativity. That is germaine to 
Nairohi - the articulation ancl 
celebration of the values of the 
female experience to ali society." 

When trees are cut down 
many parts of India, women 

work foi-i4 to 16 houn; e~ery dav 
and it does not matter whethe·r 
t hey are young, old or pregnant; 
whether it is a Sunday or a 
holiday. The worst conditions are 
in the arid and semi-arid parts of 
the country and in the hills and 
mountain villages. In ali these 
areas trees and forests have been 
destroyed and the Green Revolu
tion has not reached them. 
Women there can spend as much 
as 5 to: 6. 'hours every day just 
collecting' fuel and fodder. In 
other states, like Kerala, with a 
rich gieenlcover, the work burden 
on women is much smaller. 

With deforestation increasing, 
women do, not have time to look 
after themselves. A study by the 
Indian In~itute of Management. 
in Ahmedahad shows that five 
times mor.e men seek treatment 
at primar,•/ health centres than 
women. An_other stuçly found in 
western Uttar Pradesh that even 
pregnant. women work for 14 
hours a ddy. They restar! normai 
work 3, t.o;4 days after delivery. 

Another study from rural 

Punjab recently descrihed the 
prohlems /'aced by poor women 
after a tubectomy operation. 
Nine out of ten women that 
had had the operat_ion com
plained of pains. Ali of t hem 
wanted to take a rèst but none 
could. Collecting fodder alone 
took t hree hours, firewood meant 
another journey. The bending 
and stretching increased the 
pain. . 

The· penetration of thé cash 
economy is . also affecting the 
relationship between men and 
women. Men have become more 
involved in the cash economv. 
Thev cut the trees and sei! them, 
for ·example, • but do show no 
interest in replanting. It is the 
wnmen who are doing ali the 
afforestation work organised by 
fhe famous Chipko Movement. 

Male migration - another 
major phenomenon in modem 
societv - also increases the work 
burden of women, who the,n have 
to take -care not ,OJ~ly of 
household needs :but ajso;spend 
more time/ iin r tha- rfami\y's. 
agricultural field. But as the time 

needed to collect fuel and fodder 
grows, agriculture gets neglected. 

A study of three villages in the 
,Jumann region of Uttar Pradesh, 
for instance, shows that the 
ration of human energy spent in 
collecting fuel and fodder is 
already 2.5 times more than the 
energy spent on agriculture. 
Women have less time to manure 
the fields and soils get exhaust
ed, Another study of Ratnagiri 
makes the same point: as much as 
21 per cent. of the Jand under 
cultivation is not being planted 
because women cannot cope. 

But poor rural housèhold also 
need some cash - and it is un for
tunate that most of the cash 
eamed by men does not get spent 
on household needs. So women, 
millions of them, sell firewood in 
towns and cities. There must be 
at least. 2 to 3 million people in 
India doing headloading, that ìs 
onnlting wood on their heads. 
Most of them are women, mostly 
tribal women. , • , ' 

,· 1' .. , 
From Anial Agarwal's Bf'yond_ 

Pretty Trees and Tigers: 

°'urchwomen 
in Nairobi 
CHURCH WOMEN 
UNITED'S delegation of 47 
churchwomen leaders has 
brought an ecumenica! 
women's pre_sence to the UN 
Decade for Women Con
ference and to FORUM '85. 
Dr Sylvia Talbot, national 
president of Church Women 
Uniteci and pre.~ently vice
moderator of the Centrai 
Committee of the World 
Council of Churches, will 
head the CWU delegation 
which will include seven 
members of the body's 
Executive and Common 
Councils: Helen Jones, 
(Parsons, Kansas), Sybel 
Thomas, (Chicago, Illinois), 
Marjorie Troeh, (lndepen
dence, Missouri), Josefina 
Duran, (Phoenix, Arizona), 
Beth Glick-Reimann, (Spring 
Valley, California), Milliè 
Moser, (Aaltadena, 
California), and Eva 
Williams; (East Chicago, 
Indiana). The make-up of the 
group intentiònally reflects a 
breadth of diversity of faith, 
age, cJass, race and 
geographic location (see Iist 
of participants for details) in 
order to facilitate the 
networking process of women 
at the conferences across 
religions, cultures and 
ideologies. Prior to the con
ference twenty-five members 
ofthe group com&fned atten
dances at the Forum with 
visits (in teams of three) to 
severa! Kenyan villages where 
they had opportunity to 
experience village life and 
build linkages with Kenvan 
women working on grassi-oot 
development projects. 

World 
banking 
Women 's World Ranking 
(WWB) has recently opened 
the African regional office in 
Nairobi. Ms Mary Okelo, a 
Kenvan banker and eme of t he 
foun.der members of Kenva 
Women's Finance Trust and 
currently the Chairperson, 
has been appointed to co
ordinate t he African regi on 
operations of WWB. She will 
be in charge of co-ordinating
comm unication network 
and helping to estahlish 
organisations similar to t he 
Kenva Womeri's Finance 

. Trust in ot her parts of Africa. 

Uganda women 
finance trust 
The newly-formed Uganda 
Women's Finance and 
Credit Trust Liinited has 
registered to work with 
Women's World Banking 
(WWB). 

The broad objective of the 
Trust is to promote and 
enhance entrepreneurship by 
Ugandan women, especially. 
those who have not had access 
to the services of established 
financial and banking institu
tions. 

Other objectives include: 
eto create a loan guarantee 

mechanism to suppor! 
women 's income-generating 
activities. 

eto mobilise technica·I' 
and/or other advice andf 
assistance to the beneficiaries'. 

eto link w·omen; 
entrepreneurs in various partsi 
of Uganda with locai, regional, 
and international institutions 
for the purpose of facilitatirii 
loan arrangemen ts a nd; 
guaran.tee. 

Forum '85 
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Activities schedule Film Forum '85 frogramme 
Tbe filmforum programme was 
gjven to al! Forum '85 partici
lpants during registration. This 
programme will bowever change 
()n a day-to-day basis because the 
films bad to go through a Cen
corship Board as provided by the 

as follows: 
I. USE OF FILM/VIDEO 

1.Women's visions and 
Culture: affirming women's 
perspectives in film/video. Thurs
~ 11. 2--3.30 p.m. m11ndbi Wing 
University - Rm 13) C<,nference mondiale· des femmes 

i laws ofKenya and this regulation 
has meant tbat not all films 
scheduled can be sbown unless 
they bave been passed by the 
Board. Witb over 200 films to see, 
the Censorship Board's work bas 
not been easy but thèy bave 
worked long bours to ensure that 
tbe programme will not be dis
ru~ted very much. The day-to
day programme will be handed at 
tbe door to ali visitors to tbe 
Filmforum venues and will also be 
announced daily on tbis page. 

2. Cònsciousnéss-Raising,. 
( 1.r::l(anisina:, and Educating: 
usmg the medium for action 
,m women's concerns. Friday 

Plus de 200 femmes de la France 
entière sont arrivée~ pour par
tic i per au Forum de la 
Con.férence Mondiale. 
1. Carrefour Intemational de la 
Communication 

Présidé par une femme, 
Madame Yvette Cbassagne, cet 
orgaoisme a pour but_ de 
promouvoir les écbanges et les 
nouvelle technologies de la Com
munication. Il témoigne de son 
intérét particulier à la conférence 
de Nairobi en proposant un mur 
d"irnages au Forum. 

Le mur d'images, locali é 
dans Willougbby Hall de 
L Université. au sein de l'esgace 
"Femme , ImaJ?es et Communica
timi., accueilera également les 
vidéos du Centre Audiovisuel 
Simone de· Beauvoir et un 
diaporama exceptionnel sur !es 
femmes du monde entier. 

Madame Cbassagne, Prési
dent du Carrefour de la Com
munication, sera à Nairobi du 13 
au 16 juillet et donnera une 
Conférence de Presse le 13 juillet 
à 15b00, au Centre Culture! 
Francais. Ensuite, elle par
ticipera à l'atelier Femmes et 
Pouvoir le 13 juillet à 16b00, au 
Centre Culture! Francais. 

Madame Cbassagne est 
également Président de l U.A.P. 
(Ùnion des Assurances de Parisl. 
première compagnie francaise 
d"a surances et un leader 
mondial dans sa branche. 
L'U.A.P. et sa filiale kenyane 
(the Union lnsurance Company 
of Kenya Ltd.) participent à 
l'organisation des manifestations 
francaises au Forum, en par
ticulier par une vidéo sur le 
travail des femmes et leur promo
tion dans une grande entreprise 
·u.A.P .. : 67';;, de femmes dans 
l'entreprise. 
II. Le Centre Culture! Francais de 
Nairobi offrira, pendant toute la 
durée de la Conférence (du 10 au 
27 juillet) une progammation 
exceptionnelle d'évènements 
culturels francais sur . Je thème 
Femmes et Créatioii: 
- un festival de films de femmes 
- deux concerts 
- une exposition de peinture 
Par ailleurs, trois ateliers auront 
lieu !es 11, 12 et 13 juillet sur !es 
thèmes: 
- "Femmes et Création" 
- "Femmes et Langages" 
--' "Femmes et Pouvoir" 
-animés par Michèle Coquillat, 
écrivain, chargée de mission 
auprés d'Yvette roudy, Ministre 
des Droits de la Femme. 

Enfin, on pourra s'initier 
grat uitemem à la langue francais 
qui proposera l 'enseignement 
assisté par ordinateur pour les 
anglophones et !es 
hispanophones. Cet atelier a été 
réalisé grace à la collaboration 
technique de Bull, premier 
groupe francais et européen d'in
formati q u e et vendome
formation, compagnie spécialisée 

· dans les logiciels d'enseignment. 

-L'atelier "Parlez-vous francais", 
présenté à la Conférence de 

1airobi, est soùtenu par le Com
missariat Général de la Langue 

Child 
mothers 
Tonight at 6 p.m. there will 
be a a meeting in the New 
Stanley Hotel· ballroom 
entitled "Woman-child: 
children having children". It 
will feature films and discus
siom; and is organized by the 
National Council of Women, 
USA. 

·Ju.Jy Il 

Francaise. 

L'industrie de la baute-couture et 
!es parfums francais ont participé 
à l'organisation de cette 
conférence: un parfum Nina Ricci 
sera offert à tous !es cbefs de 
délégat_ion étrangère et Madame 
Roudy sera babillée par Jean° 
Louis Scherrer et Ungaro. 

- Le 15 juillet, à 20b00, récital 
d'Hélène • Delavault au Centre 
Culturel, 
-,- Le 17 juillet, à 15b00_, discours 
de la France au débat général au 
Kenvatta Centre. 

- Le 18 juillet, à 18h00,inaugura
tion de l'exposition de peintures 
d'Hélène Delprat au Centre 
Culture!, à f9h00, réce_ption 
offerte par la délégation francaise 
à la résidence de l'Ambassadeur 
de France. 
- Le 19 juillet, a 15h00, 
conférence débat autour de sori 
livre paru en mars 1985 "A Cause 
d'Elles" au Centre Culture!. 
Enfin, un quartier général de la 
délégation francaise est organisé 
au Centre Culture! Francais. 
on y trouvera une abondante 
documentation gratuite égale
ment disponible à l'atelier 
"Femmes, images et com
munication" du Forum de 
l'Université, ainsi qu'un service 
de presse et d'information. 

Pour plus d'information, contac
ter: 

Monsieur Henri Maure! 
Coordinateur Général, au Centre 
Culture! Francais 
Monrovia/Loita Street, 
P.O. Box 49415-Nairobi 
Te!. 336263/336264/336265. 

French Cultura! Centre 

TODAYSPROGRAMME 
From 9.30 a.m.-11.30 a.m. -

Screenings of 35mm films at tbe 
20th Century Cinema. (Films on 
show to be announced at the 
door). 

Fi:om I p.m.-6 p.m. - Screen
ing of video series (Programme 
to be announced at be door). 

5.00 p.m.-9.00 p.m. - 16mm 
films at tbe Kenya National 
Theatre. (Programme to be 
announced at tbe.door). 

Entry is free. 
Filmforum '85 activity also 

includes a number of workshops 
aimed at providing a unique 
opportunity for cross cultura! 
exchange of women's visions and 
experiences in film and video. 
Tbese worksbops are being coor
dina te d by Anita Anand, 
Charlotte Bunch, Roxana 
Carrillo and Fannv Dontoh
Russell in conjunctiÒn with the 
Film Hoard of Canada. Many 
activists, organisers, film
makers. producers, educators and 
women in film/video from ali 
regions of the world will • be 
resource persons in tbese 
worksbops. 

The worksbops programme is 

12tb, 11_-12;30 a.m. '(Christia~·-:,- • 
Leadefllh1p (;entre KM 1;;J. 

3. Cross Cultural 
Understanding: new approacbes 
an~ outh- ~ collaboratk~n. 
Fnday 12th, ~-30 p.m. (Chns
tian Leadership Centre -Rm 13) 

4, Documenting Women's 
Activities: recovering our history 
and recording our presènt. Wed
nesday 17th, 9-10.30 a.m. 

. II PRODUCTION 
1. With a little help from the 

State: issues of funding, contro!, 
organisation, and teèhnical 
access in state supported produc
tions. Friday 12th, 9-10.30 a.m. 
(Christian Leadership Centre -
Rml). 

2. A Film of One's Own: case 
studies of independent women's 
productions - organisation, 

. funding, research, etc. Wednes
day 17tb; 11-12.30 a.m. 

3. Video Production and Its 
Uses: for community· develòp
ment, tecbnical training, and 
socia! change. Monday 15tb, 2-.5 
o.m .. 
III DISTRIBUTION 

1. OrgaiJ.ising Film/Video 
Festivals: a bow-to session 
sbaring experiences. Thursday 
11th, 4-5.30 p.m. (Gandhi Wing 
Rm311). -

2. Developing Nètworks: 
natwnal and ·intemational dis
tribution of women's film/video. 
Monday 15th, 9-12 a.m. 

3. Expansion of Distribution: 
broadcasting, exbibiting, and 
promoting women's work. Wed
nesday 17tb, 2-3.30 p.m. 

FRENCH FILM FESTIVAL (English sub-titles) Karibu Centre-Programme 
Thursday 18th Ju)y-8.00 p.m.: "Les Enfants"" by MargueriteDuras. 
Saturday 20th July-4.00 p . .m.: "India Song'" by Marguerite Duras. 
Jacques Donjon - 6.00 p.m.: "L'Aventure du Grès'" by Jacqueline 
Audry • • 
8.00 p.m.: "Les Fruits Amers" by Jacqueline Audry. 
Sunday 21st July - 4.00 p.m: "Nathalie Granger" by Marguerite 
Duras 
6.00 p.m.: "Le-Grain de Sable'' by Pomme Meffre 
Monday 22nd Ju)y- 4.00 p.m.: "Mardi Gras" by Elisabeth Lennard 
- 6.00 p.m.: "Les Amants Terribles" by Danièle Dubroux 
Tuesday 23rd July-8.00 p.m.: "Paris 1900" by icole Vedres 
Wednesday 24th July ~ 4.00 p.m.: "Diabolo Mentbe" by Diane 
Kurys • 
6.00 p.m. "Toute une Nuit" by Chantal Ackerman 
-8.00 p.m.: "Le Témoin" by Anne Walter 
Thursday 25th Ju)y - 4.00 p.m.: "Défence de avoir" by adine 
Trintignant 
- 6.00 p.m.: "Qu'est-ce qu'on attend pour étre heureux'" by Coline 
Serreau 
Saturday 27th July --4.00 p.m.: "Les Enfants" de Marguerite Duras 
- 6.00 p.m.: "L' Ange del' Abime" by Annie Tresgot 

Entrance fee - 20 Shillings. 

- "Parlez-vous francais": the most up to date and efficient metbod 
to leam Frencb today. 

- Workshop witb computer assisted French lessons for tbe use of 

The Karibu Centre, situated at the Lutheran Cburch next tG the 
Children Traffic Park programme of e ·ents includei. the followini.. 

l 4tbJulv 
Sunday Services - In conjunction with churches within and 

outside Nairobi. Karibu Céntre bas arrangèd for participants of the 
NGO Forum and delegates to UN Women's Decade Conference to 
altend Sunday services in, locai churches. Kenya observes freedom 
of worship and delegates. therefore, are free to attend any churcb of 
t hei re ho ice. 

Africa Night- Venue-All. ainli- C'.athedral 
Time - 7.00 p.m.:9.30 p.m. Africa ight has been organised to 

entertain forum participa,'nt. and delej!ate. to the UN Conference. 
There will be a dinner that will feature a wide range of AfrJc.an 
specialities from all over the continent. There will also be choirs to 
entertain visitor to traditional songs. 

15thJuly 
Peace Vigil - From 5 p.m. at the Peace Teni at the University of 

·airobi. The K.a-ribu Centre has planned to devote an evening of 
quiet prayer in conformity with the l GO quest for peace. 

17thJuly 
Ecumenica! Wc.-ship- Venue- Railway ports Club, Time -4-

6 p.m. . . 
Thi. will he an ec-umenical scrvice with the aim of brinlrn~ 

together ali the differenl denominations to worship together, bring
ing to God the goali:. Òf the Decade Conference. Oevelopment, 
Health. Equalily and Peace. The service will be officiated by some of 
the world'i: few women clergy. Choiri: from different congregationl' 
within and outside of 'ai robi will be in a11endance. 

e· . . . 

r-J·fh~;:t -:~ @~ . 
l , . . - . 
•• ,_ ·-. -- .. ·• 

Lutheran Church - Karibu 
Centre Venue 

English speaking students. Open everyday- free tuition. • 

- Video-elub: the complete set of video tapes from the Centre 
Audiovisuel Simone de Beauvoir and other French sources. Afternoon 
-Free. 

AAPSO 

WORKSHOP 

African Arnerican • Institute,:,. 

- Book stand: 35 titles òf tbe most recent prominent works concern-
ing women. 

Education, Emergency; Equality, 
Development - Conference, Friday 19tb July at 3.00 p.m. by Yvette Roudy, Frencb 

Minister for Wom.en's Rights, about ber latest book "A Cause d'Elles". 
----------~-DOES 
Latin American Apology 

ISRAELI OCCUPA
TION '·,rt 

GUARANTEE1 

The Director and cast of 
"Three Suitors one 
Husband" • would Ùke to 
apologise for having to relo
cate their play last night, 
due ,tol :unforseen circum
stances. 

and Caribbean 
women. 

Latin Amèrican and Caribbean 
Women are invited to a meeting • 
at lunchtime! on 'Eliursday, l2.45 
to 1.30 -in toom 6W (Gandhi 
Wini;d 53.5, 1 on 16th floor at 
building next to Taifa Hall. 

'f:;. 

·* Equality of education~' i • 

* Freedom of education? • 
*Edu~aqon ·r~i-';ì self-
determmat1on? • . 
* Education for developm'ent?' ' l 

'J I . ! . ; 

Thursday 11th o'clock (GHandi' 
GWRM406) 

Tbe African American Institute 
will be hosting a oumber of 
Se-!71ina_rs. during Forum '85, 
wh1ch will mclude the following: 

Women and Communications 
-Ju)y 11, 12.00-5.00. 

Norfolk Hs:>tel, luncb to be 
purchased. Participants include 
representat1ves trorn severa! 
African and Ame-·rican 
newspape.rs end media organisa
tions. 

W.omen and Politica] Par
ticipation -Jufy 12: 

_9-12 Invitation only 2-5 open 
Parliament Building Participants 
will· include Mrs C-0retta Scott 
King, Honorable Qrace Ogot, 
Kenyan Member of P11rliAmP.)'t 
,md the Hon?urable Matthew 

Muli.- • 
Women and BW1in.ess - Ju)y 

18, 9.00-5.(1(). 
Mount Kenya Safari Club. 

Lunch to be served. Particioants 
include Tecbnoserve Inc. and 
otber Af'rican and American 
business persons. 

SPECIAL EVENTS '.-.:> 
Book, P.artv to salute the 

Honourable Grace Ogot; MP and 
celebrated author July 10, 7-10 
p.m. at the Mount Kenya Safari 
Club. 

Gala to salute the National 
Steering Co.mmittee, Kenya 
Govemme{l_t Secretariat end the 
'Women~s Bureàu. July 11, 7-10 
p.m. ' th~ ·Mount Kenya Safari 
Cluo. '' e • 
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by Nadia llijab 
The most eye-catching 
spot at the Forum '85 has 
proved to be the peace 
centre set up as a large 
tent by the side of the 

• ' Education Building and 
due to open this moming 
at 10 a.m. 

The 'blue-and-white peace 
tent is the result of six months 
work by some 40 women from 
15 different countries. The 
idea carne out of an 
impromptu meeting in 
Geneva on March 8 (Inter
national Women's Day) last 
year. The women were there 
to attend other events, and 
·took the opportunity to 
propose a "feminist alter
native to men's conflict and 
war". 

One of the "founders" 
(although this is a very in.for
mai group) is Sonia Johnson, 
who ran for US President on a 
Citizen's Party ticket. She 
had hoped to have the women 

-<>f the world sign a • peace 
treaty themselves since the 
men of the world could not 
seem to do so. This idea did 
not come off, hut a "Feminist 
lntemational for Peace and 
Food" was set up and began 
to prepare for the Nairobi 
conference, . 

The wo~en describe them
selves as a "self-selected con-
s en su s collective of 
feminists". The countries 
they come from include the 
US, Canada, Chile; Argen
tina, West Germany, Italy, ~ 
Switzerland, France, the i 
United Kingdom, Zimbabwe, ! 
Palestine, and now Kenya. j 

A soorce of peace 

. . 

Outside the peace tent: how women can produce food not war. 

A five-woman steering ! 
committee includes wÒmen '! 
active in other organizations, ~ 
like the W orld Council of f 
Churches and the lnter
na tional Federation of 
Universìty Women. The 

r-.c-0llective is fùnded by 
indi~iduals, and receives 
some help from groups like 
the Women's International 
League for Peace and 

provide the space so that dis
cussions started at regular 
pane! meetings could be con
tinued here," says Sissy 
Farenthold, one of the collec
tive. The space is certainly 
needed. Alreàdy women have 
b.een walking in "seeking 
refuge of one form or 
another". And the peace tent 
has been deluged with 
requests for space for exhibits 
- even from the NGO 

presented by the women 
members of tbe popular 
Bomas of Kenya group, 
written especially for the 
occasion. 

Dialogue 
Proposed 

Lesbians unwanted at Forum? 

Freedom. • 
The organizers want to 

"follow the women's model of 
"nurturing, creating an 

economy of abundance rather 
than the male economy of 
egotism and scarcity". No one 
has to sacrifice to feed the 
world's 800 million hungry 
people, they feel, but simply 

·,.•.::fo stop waste, consumerism 
and the arms race. War is a 
feminist issue "because there 
is an unbroken continuum 
hetween persona! and inter
i ,ational violence". 

Many women have already 
wandered through the peace 

-~-tent, although the exhibits 
have nC>t yet been set up. 
Until yesterday, chairs were 
being put in piace, arts and 
crafts displayed and posters 

-written up - with the 
organizers pausing .. all the 
while to explàin, tbe, whole 
thing to early visit9]lS, 

Why a tent? "We wanted to 
8 

organizing committee. 

Inside, the smell of freshly 
·sawn wood and the size of the 
tent provides a cool oasis from 
the hubbub outside. There is 
time to loiter and read per
sona! notices and announce
men ts on the cane boards 
provided for the purpose. 
A notice that cannot escape 
attention reads, in sàmpler 
embroidery-type text, "This 
house is a nuclear free zone". 

The first two days at the! 
peace tent . will bave • semi
structured open sessions with 
the remaining days left open 
for participants to use as they 
wish. Tbursday moming's 

• session begins with a song 

Peace tent 
schedule 
Schedule for Thursday July 
11. 
10 a.m.-12 noon Opening, 
what does peace for women 
mean in different parts of 
theworld? , 
12-2 p.m. Open stage infor
mai time to share peace
experiences, songs etc. 
2-4 ·p.m. Open discussion -
perspectives on peace and 
patriarchy. 
4.30-6 p.m. Kenyan women 
andpace. 
Schedule for Friday July 12. 
10 a.m.-12 Middle Eastern 
Women and peace. 
12-2 p.Iil. Open Time: Talk, 
Sing, Share. 
2-4 .Jl.m. Latin American 
Women and peace 
~.30-6 p.m. Prevention of 
nuclear war. 

A group ofwomen from the 
Sovièt U nion _and the 
United States peace move· 
ments met earlier this 
week and decided to hold . 
a dialogu~e. They_ want 
to explain to each other 
their views on peace and to 
plan future action to bring 
about a peaceful world. 

Tbe discussion will begin 
witb a description of the 
vision the women have of a 
peaceful future and will go on 
to cover an explanation of the 
peace movements of botb 
countries, tbeir methods and 
objectives. There will be a 
brief discussion about arms 
control; and the final section 
will be about action for tbe 
future - wbat women want 
and bow to acbieve it. 

The dialogue will be held in 
tbe Peace Teht àt airobi 
University frolli 10 a.in.-12 
noon on 16 July. • 

FORUM '85 newspaper 
has confirmed reports 
appearing in two Kenyan 
daily papers of the 
presence of lesbians at the 
NGO Forum. At least 200 
of them have already 
arrived in spite of reports 
that their presence has 
offended other forum par
ticipants. 

Lesbians bave defied a 
"pack-and-i~n" order, repor
tedly issued to tbem by Dame 
Nita Barrow, wbo was repor
t ed in The Standard as 
bav.ing issued the order in 
responsè to delegates' 
annoyance at the Lesbians' 
presence. Dame Nita is tbe 
convenor of the NGO Forum. 

A spokesman for the Inter
national Lesbian Information 
Service, Ms Sylvia Borren, 
dismissed anticipat.ion that 
they would be thrown out of 
Kenya wbe:re homosexuality 
is illegal. "We asked the 

• Dutch À.mbassador to Kenya 
wbetber we would face any 
problems coming bere, a'nd be 
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assured us that we were not 
going to be tbrown out," she 
!laid. "So we believe it when 
the Kenya Govemment says 
we are welcome." 

However she expressed tbe 
fear tbat police were keeping 
an eye on tbeir movements. 

Apart from the 200-strong 
team from Europe a"iid the 
Americans wbich bad already 
arrived in Nairobi, at least 30 
others had signed up by 

,yesterday. "We expect many 
• more on Sunday wben we 
intend to hold a meeting at 
one o'clock in the aftemoon," 

Asked if they were aware 
that homosexuality was 

_illegal in Kenya and tbat it 
was considered to constitute 
an unnatural sexual offence, 
Ms Borren, who was surroun2 
ded by members of her group, 
said tbat on tbe contrary; 
they were already receiving 
information from African 
women who wanted to join 
tbem. 

Tbey disclosed, bowever, 
tbat tbey would be baving 
workshops on July 16 and 17. 

Forum '85. 
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