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Let there be an act of faith-Moi 
Women of 
Lome 
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by Miriam Habib 
The event the world 's women 
have been building up to ·in 
the last severa] months ·was 
ltM:mched yesterday moming 
a•t N a i ro b i ' s  i m p o s i n g  
Kenyat t a  Conference Centre. 

A packed plenary opening 
was auended by over 1 ,400 
delega tes from 157 count ries 
ancl was a moveable feast fo'r 
I he eye. The_ wore ma) • tic 
Africa n rohes a nd t u rba n , or 
. mari I hree- 1>iece suits;  saris 

a n d  saro n gs d o tted the 
t hrong-. There were crowds of 
women and few men. Bui 
t hough t he atmosphere was 
cordial, a serious purpose had 
d r a w n  t h i s i m p r e s s i v e  
ai-.-;em hly of the family of 
mankind to Nairobi . 

As UN Secretary-General 
-lavier Perez de Cuellar o�r
ved in his opening statement , 
t he purpose is "to draw up a
halance sheet of the results o(
t he Decade and the problems

Miss Margaret K�nyatbt, head of Kenya's delegation and 
·con ference President • 

to be solved before women 
have rights and opportunities 
equa) t o  me() - in law and in 
fact " .  

Mr de Cuellar spoke i n  
t hree intemat ional languages. 
The frrs t  sect i o n  of h i s  
a d d ress was  i n  E n g l is h ,  
f o l lowed by French a n d  
8panish. H e  also said t hat 
despite understandable dif
ferences in points of view, 
t liere is a common desire to 
ensure a succes.c;ful outcome 
t o t his important Conference . 

The President of Kenya, 
t he Honourable Daniel arap 
Moi gave an address t hat con
ta i ned more than· rout in e  
pleasant ries o r  exhortat ions . 
He �aintained t hat women 
have come a long way since 
t he Mexico Conference 1 0  
_vears ago. National initiatives 
and i nt emational promptings 
have led to measures t hat 
bave made women a much 
ha ppier a nd more respected 
sect ion of t he world popula
t ion . 

He was appreciative of the 
choice of Kenva as t he venue 
of t he Con ference, and infor
med t he a udience that Kenya 
has rat ified t he UN Conven
tion on t he Eli mination of Dis
cri mination Against Women. 
He also pointed out that 
K e n v a ' s  C o n s t i t u t i o n  
cont ains a bili of rights and 
freedoms for ali  ci tizens,  

i r respect ive  of their  sex,  
cre�d, race or ethnic origin.  

He reminded the  assembly 
t hat the Conference t akes 
piace on t he eve of celebra-
t i o n s  t o  m a r k  t he 4 0 t h  
anniversary o f  t h e  founding of 
the UN . And, he stated, the 
wil l  of govern ments remains 
cruciaL "Without this wiÌI " 
he said, "resol ut ions rema{n 
paper  m o n u ments  o f  t h e  
forums at which t hey were 
passed . "  

To women, h e  said, "The 
on us remains on t he women 
t hemselves to unite and take 
fu l l  advantage of the oppor
t u n i  t i es so c re a te d .  Le t 
t hè re be a n  a c t  o f  fai t h  
i nscri !led i n  the annals of 
history . . .  we owe it to t he 
women of the world to come 
up wit h  a final document 
which w i l l  prove that the 
journey to Nairobi was not in 
vain . "  

Miss Margaret Kenyatta, 
head of t he Kenyan delega 
t ion was elected President of 
the  Conference by acclama 
t ion. Her opening statement 
e x p· r e s s e d  h o p e s  fo r a 
successful out come o f  the  
Conference . Fol lowin g her  
election H. E .  Tom Vraalsen 
of Norway was elected vice
president for co-ordi nation ; 
29 ot her vice- presi dents were 
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Videos at Filmforum 
by Rutb Seligman 

The International Film forum 
Steering ., Com mittee yester
day com plained of delays by 
the Kenya Govei-nment Cen 
sorship Board in releasing' 
video films which were to 
h a ve be en shown i n  the.  
fest iva! . 

But during a press con 
ference called to explai n why 
videos had not been shown 
yet d u ring the si x d ays of the 
festival, the committee was 
i n fo r m e d  by o n e  of i t s  
me m b e rs t h a t  3 0  v i d e os 
w o u t a

° 

b e  a v a i l a b l e  fo r 
viewing by today . 

Eunice Mat hu of Nairobi , 
who has been do ing  loca i 
l i a i s o n  w o r k  f o r  t h e
Fi\mforum Steering Commit
t ee,  said that the Censorshi p
Board would try to pass as
many vi deos as possi ble by a 
process of docu mentation and
would  h a ve 30 rea d y  for
i mmediate viewing.

"The Censorship Board wil l  
meet wi th the steering com
mittee tomorrow to tind out 
what its priorit ies are, " said 
Mathu . The Board is st i l i  
viewing some o f  t h e  over 250 
16m m" and  35mm films that 
are sti l i  coming into Nairobi 
for the festival . 

However, steering com mit-

tee mem ber Anita Anand said 
she and her colleagues had 
been given promises each day 
that tomorrow would bring 
rel ief to the situation of the 
disrupted film schedule. "We 
had been going, along with 
that because we feel we have 
to respect the govemment of . 
the country we're in, "  said 
Anand.  

" We ' ve p la y e d  b y  the  
govemm ent's rules because 
we feel  it 's  important but at 
this point we feel the govem
ment c.an do a l ittle more. 
They should trust our judge
ment. They agreed to have 
the  conference heré .  They 
should be more open about 
it ." 

• Hannah Fisher, head of the
com m i ttee ,  ·acknowled ged
that many films scheduled in
the p r o g ra m m e a r r i v e d 
during the last week in June
and that some not scheduled
were sti l i  co�ing in. "To my
mind the government knev, 
films would be coming i n  lat(c
but I don't think they knew
how large a programme there
would be" .

Fisher said the organisen 
were considering tryi'ng tn 
extend the  festival into nex! 
week dllring the UN Con
ferènce. 

:: Archivio Storia delle Donne di Bologna - Carte Forum Nairobi, 1985 ::



A:frican women to the year 200(1 
The overall diagnosis of the 
situation of women in Africa 
in terms of the quality of life, 
working and living condi
tions, health, nutrition and 
education seems to be 
catastrophic for them, their 
children and the region as a 
whole. Factors contributing 
to this situation include 
Africa's excessive dependence 
on foreign manufactured 
products, dependence on 
other countries for 
technology, skilled labour and 
food, trade imb-alance, 
outward oriented production, 
and low domestic processing 
ofraw materiai. 

Given predictions for wor, 
sening climatic and socio
economie conditions in the 
rural sector, competition will 
increase for scarce oppor
tunities in the formal wage 
sèctor. Technological transfer 
will continue to displace 
womén from their traditional 
activities while favouring 
men in newly-created 
employment opportunities as 
a result .of their generally 
greater training and 
specialization. 

This focus is contained in a. 
study conducted by Dr 
Patricia Bifani, a consultant 
to the United Nations 
Economie Commission for 
Africa (ECA), which looks at 
the situation of women in 
Africa to the year 2000. 

While the situation of 
African wo·men lo9ks very 
grim today, there is a hope for 
the future and this will 
depend on an adopted African 
pattern of· development, 
elimination of all forms of dit'l
crimination against women, 
women's own initiative in 
organising and fighting for 
their own rights, a global self
reliant development process 
and non-sexist policies. 

To understand the present 
situation of women in"" Africa 
today, one needs to look at 
their demographic situation. 
Population 

The present female popula
tion in Africa is estimated at 
237 million. The figure is 
expected to rise to 474 million 
at the beginning of the 21st 
century. The present life 
expectancy of African women 
at birth is 50 years, while that 
of their counterparls in the 
developed world is 76 years. 
The life expectancy of African 
women is estimat.ed to 
increase to 58.4 years by the 
year2000. 
Female Labour .Force 

-T h e di stri b u ti on o f 
women's participation in the 
labour force varies widely 
between the sub-regions. The 
figures for Southern Africa 
are 19 per cent, for Eastern 
Africa 29 per cent, and for the 
middle belt of the region 30 

• per cent. It is interesting to 
note that between 25-33 per 
cent of ali couples in Africa 
bave a woman as bead of tbe 
bQusehold. 
Fertility Rate 

Africa has tbe bigbest fer
tility rate in tbe world, witb a 
total fertility rate per woman 
of 6.4 compared witb 3.8 for 
tbe world as a wbole. 
Agricolture 

Over the last two decades, 
2 

Africa as a wbole bas 
undergone a drastic. deteriora
tion in agricultural produc
tion due to severe drougbt, 
soil erosion, negative price 
policies for agricultural 
products, decrease in demand 
for African agricultu·ral 
products and poor allocation 
of resources for agricultural 
devel9pm'ent. Export com
modity oriented strategies 
wbicb favour casb crops to tbe 
detriment of food crops have 
contributed to the worsening 
situation. 

Agriculture in Afrìca re\ies 
on the female labour force, 
opera ting laq;ely in tbe 
traditional sector, witb low 
productivity and. lack of 
access to resources. 

Mechanization bas a par
ticularly negative impact on 
women in agriculture • in 
Africa. Mecbanization tends 
to replace human labour. 
generally female labour, since 
the new employment created 
by mechanization usually 
goes to men. Expansion of 
cash crops utilizing 
mecbanized mèthods fre
quently requires more land, 
pusbing women food • 
producers to less fertile and 
marginai land, tbus further 
decreasing tbeir productivity. 
Access to water 

Access to fresb, safe water 
is a major problem, especially 
in the rural areas, 'wbere only 
19 per cent of the population 
has access to safe water 
within a reasonable distance. 
As the gatherers and major 
users of water, this lack of 
easy access to water affects 
African women deeply. 
Energy 

The bulk of Africa's energy 
comes froqi fuelwood, w,hich 
provides the only household' 
fuel for the bulk of rural 
families."Wo~en in Africa are 

by Eunice Mathu 

the major gatherers and users 
of fuelwood, which is mainly 
for domestic use. 

Tbe rural woman's access 
to energy is limited by the 
amount of time and persona! 
energy she can devote to its 
collection and the type of fuel 
available in her envirònment. 
The fact that ruta! women do 
not have disposablè income 
means tbat tbey must rely on 
non-commerciai sources of 
fuel, sucb as firewood, which 
are becoming increasingly 
scarce and of poor quality due 
to drought and desertifica
tion - rather than purchas
ing them through the ·market 
or sharing in common energy 
supplies. 

The difficulties African 
women face in gathering fuel 
are compounded by their inef
ficient use of energy. Most 
fuel for cooking and heating is 
burned in open fires, in which 
as much as 95 per cent of the • 
energy generated is lost to the 
atmosphere. Tbis means tbat 
a high amoun•. ofwood is con
sumed and tberefore women 
must journey frequently and 
carry beavy loads to satisfy 
tbeir fuel needs. 
Labour Force 

Despite Africa's major 
industriai growtb over tbe last 
35 years, tbe number of 
women workers in tbe sector 
bas not increased propor
tionally. Low agricultural 
growth over the last two 
decades bas affected women's 
industriai development, since 
tbe subsector tbey are most 
likely to enter is food produc, 
tion. 

Ahother factor tbat also 
affects women's industriai 
employment is the establisb
ment Òf more export oriented 
industries. In order to 
compete inte;na donally, 
export orienteò industries 

must adopt •capi tal intensive 
tecbnology witb the resultant 
need for skilled or semi
skilled labour. As a result of 
tbe education patterns of the 
region, these areas tend to be 
dominated by men. 

Wbile on • tbe one band 
industrialization creates 
opportunities for women to 
participate in modem sector 
development, on tbe otber 
band it is pusbing women 
workers into less rpecbanized, 
less skilled, and tberefore 
lower paid jobs, as 
tecbnological innovati6n 
substitutes make for female 
workers. 
Education 

Tbe enrolment of girls in 
elementary and secondary 
leve! bas steadily increased 
over tbe years compared to 
the enrolment of boys in both 
elementary ·and secondary 
schools. Stili, the illiteracy 
rates are higher for women, 
and for rural people as a 
whole, and tbe disparity 
between male and female 
illiteracy has increased over 
the last decade. 

Dr Bifani's study conchides 
that there are three possible 
courses of development which 
the • African coiitinent can 
take in order to be in its 
march towards a different 
and possibly better future. 
The first possibility is that if 
Afri°can countries move 
towards an export oriented 
dependent development, with 
no explicit plans or 
programmes addressed to 
women; the continent will 
continue to evolve along the 
lines of the present export 
oriented strategy witb ali tbe 
economie, socia!, cultura! and 
environmental consequences, 
lack of educatiOii,' pursuance 
of foreign ideologies, • poor 
quality of !ife to naine a few. 

Even if the continent for
mulates explicit plans and 
programmes addressed to 
women into development 
process, there stili will not be 
much success as. 

ethese inte_gration 
measures are to a large extent 
generated outside the region 
and conceived with a pater
nolistic structure; 

ewomen are oriented 
towards the models and life 
styles of tbe industrialized 
world, but are provided with 
neither the skills nor the 
means to fit into this pattern; 

ethere will not be 
genuine structural 
dèvelopment; 

I I 

alleviate imbalances due to 
structural socio-economic 1dif
ference in society, achieye
ments rerr.iain partial i¾Bd 
without the self-sustai:ned 
capacity needed to solve 
collective detrimental situa
t io ns. This leaves the 
majority of 'tlie people unaf
fected by. any ~ha;;ges that 
may come about. ' 

The third possibility is tbat 
of a self-reliant and . self
s usta i ned developm'ent 
strategy, where Africa starts a 
process with integrated and 
comprehensive struct~ral 
change along the lines re~m
mended by the Monrovian 
Strategy (1979) and the Lagos 
Pian of Action (1980). ethe integration policies 

will most likely be· shallow 
. and based on fragment ary 
·projécts. 

Dr Bifani sees the second 
possibility as that of moving 

, from a dependent to a more 
.aµtonomous development.· 
E'ven when there is a graduai 
sh1fting from tota! depen-

This development strategy 
aims at self-sufficiency in 
fo~d pcoduction and upply, 

1 

diy~r ified rndu tria! deve; p
P11f??t development of ,lp,cal 

. iC!lPabilities and resou:r;-çes, 
, mQr,e , regi on al co-operatibn, 

inc!leased peoples partioiipa-

' dency tow ards a more 
autonomous development 

. pattern, there will stili be a 
negative effect on women as 
the autonomous pattern is 
stili accommodatirig previous· 
export oriented patterns of 
development. 

tion in production and· ~"tm-
' liumption, democratizadon of 

the development process:'J" 
,''.-; 

The positive impact Which 
this strategy·aims to make .·in 
the lives of African women 
calls for the implemen. ~tion 
of enough measure , .;md 

The pattern brings about 
the fragmentation and loss of . 
some old values, leaving 
women to tbemselves to 
adopt to, sometimes, con
tradictory requirements. 
Some few women reach 
decision making stage in 
society while a few others 
are helpe_d fo attain economie 
independence. So these types 
of solutions usually 
alleviate_ sex imbalance by 
promoting women's self
reliance. 

, policies to improve worqen' 
participation in the dev13lop
ment process. Co-ordinated 
·and integrated measures 
'must be taken in order to 
en.ur~ women·s full 
'participation and benefit 

'
.from a self-reliant 

1 • 
development proce s. I I this 
development strategy w.òµien 

However, since, tbey do not 
address themselves to 

will have an eual role, bot,h in 
·terms of sex and of -class 
representation. Existing 
African structures will play a 
significant role as supporting 
development structures at 
grass roots leve!. • 

Foruqi '85 
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Workers 
exploit.ed 

by Zubeida Ahmad 
A workshop was organized by. 
the DA WN group on home
based workers, with Eia. 
Bhatt of the India Self
employèd Women's Associa
tion (SEWA) and Zubeida 
Ahmad as the principal pan-
ellist. Geertje Lycklamma of 
iss Netherlands chaired the 
workshop. 

An animated discussion 
highlighted issues such as their 
invisibility and Jack of documen
tation, Jack of legai protection 
and coverage by labour laws, dis-

, crimination in working conditions 
including the fast spreading con
trae! system and payment by 
piece rate, absence of organiza
t ion. Jack of socia! security and 
welfare overage, Jack of 
opportunities for up-gnding 
skills, and a generai lack of 
an offici al· poi icy o proted 
home-based workers 
employment. These aspects were. 
discussed in dept h, based on 
experiences of severa! countries, 
including highly industrialised 
countries, where with recession 
and unemployment home-based 
work is increasing. 

It was clear from t he experience 
of diÙ'erent count ri;s. t lrat 
women constitute the majority of 
home-bas.ed workers, both in 
t raditicìnal and in rriodern 
industries, Developed countries 
are also nnt free from this 
growing phenomenon. 

Home based workers: who are 
often highly skilled, are t he worst 
exploited amongst workers, often 
paid even less than unskilled 
manual workers. In many coun
tries it is a commtm experience 
'that hoine-based workers operate 
'\fuder the contract system. 
Iwhereby the principal employer 
·,rota\ly disowns the workers and 
a:ny legai nbligatinn towards 
them. Surh workers are invisible 
to sncietv literallv, in that the\' 
wnrk within their homes; and 
o/Ticially, in _that they practically 
·ao not appear .in census or any 
other officiai statistics. Minimum 
wage legislation often either 
·ignores their existence or 

0

déliberatel_v excludes them from 
t he definit ion of workers. Fre
quent ly t he labour depart meni 
machinerv does not cover home-

' ll)hsed wo~kers. neit her are t hey 
• rreached b~- t he existing labour 

hnions. 
, ssWorkshop participants 

expressed an urgent need for 
action on a varietv of frnnts: that 
home-based wo;kers be fu\ly 
recognized as "workers". that 
extensi ve research be don e in 
·their legai. ernnomic and ·soèial 
ldmditions: t hat natimi~f • and 
litit€rnational expert comrriiltees 

, Chèset uptostudythesituationon 
, cliome-based workers and .make 
. tr~commendations. 

1
, ln addition, the work~hop 

suggested t hat seminar~ and 
wcirkshops he organized at dif
ferent levels to expose t he issues 
which concern home-based 
workers and possible lines of 
ac(ion to assist_them. Finally, it 

'Jijs recommended by the 
1workshop participants that the 
~In~ernational Labour Office, 

: >a1dng with all the national labour 
'departments, give priority to 
home-based workers, as ·t hey 
represent millions of wòmen 
workers in developing ani:! 
developed countries. The partici-

. pa;nts placed great hope and 
. : èxt,ectations especially in the 

' ILO's giving priority to action to 
• 1às'sist home-based workers, 

which include millions of poor 
; tr\Jral and urban women of the 

world. It is clearly evident that 
,unless the lot of such "worke~" 

1 jis improved and they ga.il) in 
, s.t.rength and solidarity: 

poverty will never be eliminated 
fròm . t he face of this pian et. 
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A day at the workshòps Women's 
media -

Self-defcnce for women workshop: Anita Tremblay-Roberts talks about proper body language. 

Young 
speak out 

- by Seona Martin 
Parents who kept their 
daughters at home and would 
not Jet them go out were 
among problems discussed at. 
a "Youth Speaks Out" 
workshop run by the Kenya• 
Youth Task Force yesterday. 

A small group of Kenya youth 
representatives, more than half of 
them young men, took part in the 
discusslon. 

C hairman Charles Okeyo 
Abebe said some sections of the 
society, particularly in rural 
areas, refused to believe thei r 
children were matul't! enough to 
go outside the home and par
ticipate in youth activities. 

Girls were particularly restric
ted. They may be allowed to go to 
a youth programme once, but not 
regularly, afld very· few were ·per
mitted to play sports or socialize. 

Parents tnect to stop them from 
getting into situations where they 
had opportunity to 
"'misbehave". Consequently, 
when SO!Jle young girls did get a 
rare opportunity to go out, they 
took the chance to "misbehave" 
and have sex with a boy. They 
often knew little about sex, and 
sometimes a single occasion. 
would result in pregnancy. 

.James Njonjo said girls were 
sometimes kept at home to work, 
because they were expected to do 
the washing and fetching the 
water, cleaning and marketing. 
Even if he was not stopped by 
her parents, she would feel she 
should not go out if she stili had 
work to do. Men needed to 
change their attitudes and 
recognise that they could share 
this work. 

Enid Njagi said it was not onlv 
work which kept girls confineq, 

-but also because parents did not 
want to Jet their children go to 
places where tbey might be 
beatei;i up or raped. Tbis 
meant hey could not participate 
in many activities. 

Development issues 
by Dorothy Kweyu Munyakho 

A 243-page document presen- once development benefits 
ted at the UN Decade con- r e a e h m e n , t h e y 
ference examines the benetlts !l-Utomatically "trickle down" 
accruing to women from to women. She critièised 
development and the effects policies that take men away 
on women of economie trends, from home, thus increasing 
their place in agriculture, the women's workload; 
industriai development, in policies which emphasise 
money and finance, science agrarian reform in agriculture 
and technology, trade, the with an emphasis on cash 
development, use and conser- crops rather than the food 
vation of energy resources and crops_ and policies which dis
the concept of self reliance piace and deprive women 
and the integration of women from traditional productive 
into development. activities which earn them 

The topic of development income. 
was not covered in quite the 
same format at an NGO 
workshop but so centrai to 

' women is the development 
subject t hat room 120 of 
Gandhi Wing, was jammed to 
capacity, with those left out 
clamouring for a change of 

.venue. 
In her opening remarks, the 

convener, Mrs Damaris 
Ayodo, noting that women's 
problems in both the 
developed and developing 
countries were similar, 
invited participants to share 
their experiences. 

Mrs Ayodo made specific 
mention of women living in 
slavelike conditions, child. 
pornography, sexual exploita
tion of children, women 
working in factories, and 
women left out ofthe develop
ment process. 

Dr Maria Mullei said the 
important thing was .to 
integrate women into the
developing planning process. 
"In the planning process, 

·women have been considered 
primarily in relation to socia! 
welfare concerns. We are 
viewed as consumers of 
serviée~, a_s opposed to 
produèers:" 

.Dr 1Muile1 critici ed the 
f!lYÌh. whièh assumes that 

Dr Shànyisa Khasiani, in 
her turn, argued that' 
increased population growth 
in Kenya had adversely affec
ted the education of women. 
A policy limiting growth in 
aided schools has resulted in 
rapid growth of unaided 
schools which offer an inferior 
quality of education, and yet 
absorb the vast majority of 
Kenyan girls who cannot get 
places in the better quality 
government-aided schools. 

Ms Erica Mann, vice
chairperson of the Council for 
Human Ecology in Kenya, 
noted that women were facing 
increasing problems in assem- -
bling the raw materials 

·needed to build their homes 
This was related to rapid pop
ulation growth and over
exploi ta ti on of natural 
resòurces and especially of 
the vegetation cover. Ade
quate supplies of building 
materials are no longer. 
available locally, or not affor
dable if they have. to. be 
brought Jrom so'mewhere else. 
NGOs had ·a positive· 
contribution to make in 
influencing governments to 
give the required attention 
to the development problems 
ofwomen. 

(Photo by Stephenie Hollyman) 

A taste 
of Africa 

by Seona Martin 

Recipes from different 
African countries were given 
at yesterday's workshop on 
promoting traditional foòds to. 
im_prove people's diet. 

Chairperson Feda Mulenga 
said people were a·bandoning 
traditional foods because ot 
cash cropping and attitudes 
that western food was better, 
and lacked knowledge about 
how to use traditional foods. 

The Zambia Alliance of 
Women, P.O. Box 51068, 
Lusaka, has published two 
African recipe books, on sale 
at the Forum, and is seeking 
recipes fora third. 

Some of the recipes .they 
gave yesterday include 
pumpkin snacks from 
Zambia, requiring pumpkin 
flowers, cow peas and spices 
,(cumin seed, garlic, onion 
leaves, chillies and salt). Soak 
cowpeas the night before and 
then crush them. Clean 
pumpkin flowers. Mix 
.chopped chillies and onion 
leaves, crushed garlic, cumin 
·seed, and salt to taste. Put a 
layer of ground èowpeas, then 
the pumpkin flowers, then 
another layer of cowpeas and· 
press well with the hands 
before deep frying in oil. 

Satwa, from Mauritius, can 
be made with any cereàls, 
maize, lentils, peanuts, peas, 

'.gram, rice or wheat. The 
grains must be washed and 
dried, then heated and 
ground. ·The powder can b'e 
preserved in afrtight tins and 
jars for use as baby food or 
breakfast· food. Add sug_ar to 
the powder, then mix with 
milk. • 

networks 
by Eunice Mathu 

Unless women develop their 
own ~lternative media, the 
dominant · esfablished media 
will continue to reflect 
women's social, politica!, 
emotional, sexual and other 
problems and concerns with a 
lot of bias, hence leaving 
many of the world's women 
ignorant of the causes which 
have led to their present con
dition. 

These conclusions were drawn 
out of a workshop on "Wòmen's 
alternative media networks" 
organized by the Intemational 
Womens', Tribune Centre and 
with panellists from Women's 
Alternative Media Unit of Latin 
America; Media Women in Africa 
Features Service; Depthnews 
Features Service of Asia; èarib
bean Women's Features Service 
and Association des Profession
nelles Africaines de la Com
munication of French-speaking 
West Africa. • 

All the services run with a team 
of correspondents who are paid 
either on a monthly basis or per 
feature contributed. The features 
cover a variety of issues affecting 
women such as health· systems, 
legai, politica\, education oppor
tunities, working conditions, 
cui turai battles and many others. 

Some of the services have other 
lines of publications such as 
"Mujer", the monthly 30-page 
bulletin of the Womens' Alter
native Media Unit and Africal'l 
Women Link, the quarterly 
development newsletter of the 
Media W omen in Africa Features 
Service. 

Ali the panellists gave the 
backgrounds of their media 
networks and it was apparent 
that ali of them started within 
this decade and through efforts of 
UNESCO, who, although they do 
not fund these networks any 
more, were instrumental in their 
establishment in the late 70s and 
early80s. • 

It was clear from the panellists 
that developing alternative 
media for women has not been 
easy, but at least has raised an 
awarenèss of the pressing 
womens' issues. Said Estellera 
Miniques ofDepthnews, "there is 
a great demand for our features in 
the Asian region and the women's 
features have the highest pick-up 
rate by the clients of the Press 
Trust of India under whose 
auspicies Depthnews operates." 

On . the effectiveness of the 
networks, Adriana Santa Cruz of 
the Womens' Alternative Media 
of Latin America said, "Our 
articles are reprinted in nearly 40 
publications, alternative and 
mainstream. 25 radio 
programmes report the use of otir 
materials." 

ln spite ofthe odds ànd limitlid 
resources ava.ilable to women''s 
media, the mechanism they have 
already created is one that hèlps 
existing efforts reach further, 
maximizing the space in the 
mainstream media and making 
high quality articles on women's 
issues available to them. 

They have also made jour
nalists, particularly female joùr
nalists, more aware of theìr 
responsibility in the destiny of 
women, incr-eased the flow of 
alternative information for and 
.about women at regional and 
international level, and also 
organized women to exert 
pressure on their locai media to 
change the images of women .. 

Networking amongst the 
alternative media was also 
discussed and the possiblities 
of exchanging features from one 
region to another, as this would 
help create an awareness of what 
is happening to women ali over 
the world. However, financial 
constraints were seen as the 
main drawback to this kind of 
networkin_g. Already, some of 
the regional networks services 
exc_hange their'features. 
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After Nairobi, what? 
Having found the Forum as fruitful as they hoped, man:· 
participants are now beginning to wonder ---'-and t, 
worry- about what happens after N airohi. 

They would like to see a Forum meeting take place 
again soon. They feel there is a need for such a meeting if 
women are to continue the process of development. 
They must meet, discuss, network and review. 

Obviously, tlie Forum could easily be organized if 
the UN provided the NGOs with funding. lt takes a great 
dea! of money to organize such an event, even if partici: 
pants pay thèfr own way and their stay, as so Ìnany 
.have done t!) be here. 

We feel, however, that the UN Conference itself 
should also rèconvene in five years' time, rather than 
disband forever. The experience of the decade has shown 
that UN and NGOs work well together, one providing 
the backbo:ne of authority, the other fleshing it out with 
the reality on the ground. 
. The· UN Conference plans to propose stri:i.tegies for 

the future. But strategi'es musi be reviewed every so 
often, to make sure they dori't go wrong, and so another 
meeting•is essential. 

That the UN and the NGOs have played a major 
part in pushing women forward cannot be denied. When 
the International Year for Women was convened in 
Mexico, Western nations treated the subject as a joke. 
Nor did Third World nations, perhaps, 'realize the 
importance ofthe issue .. 

But the Decade was declared, and by the time 
Copenhagen carne around, everyone stood up and took 
notice. A Plan of Action was adopted and individua! 
countries took concrete steps. Here in Nairobi, we can 
see for ourseives the tremendous response from partici
pants, from delegates and from the media. 

W e urge the UN delegates ( they hold the purse 
strings) to give serious thought to holding a meeting in 
five years' time - of both the UN and the NGOs. Let 
this not be the end of a decade, but the continllation of 
the long march for women's equality, up to the year 2000 
and, ifnecessary, beyond. 

More to unite 
than divide 

- FORUM '85 team 

This is a unique meeting of representatives of various 
countries with different socio-politica! systems and 
levels of ecònomic development, who have arrived ir 
Nairobi for NGO Forum. We are all of different ages, 
colour, education, profession, religious beiiefs, and 
politica! outlook. We, naturaliy, have different 
politica! and ideologica! standpoints. And I was won
dering whether there is any possibility for us to take a 
common stand on main issues and co-operation in 
achieving success in our goals. 

But when I meet all these women and we share 
. smiles and greetings, when I see how eager we all are 
tolearn, to know and understand each other, I begin to 
think - Why not? • There are many more aims and 
goals which unite us than differences which divide us 
We b~e come bere with . many problems anò 
grievances in our minds, but we share one ultimate 

• goal - the goal of av.ertìng the danger of a. nuclear 
war, of safeguarcling peace, protecting life on Earth. 

_ For this is the key issue not only for this Decade bm 
for all times. 

We have been witnessing with deep satisfactior, 
and pride the unprecedented movement of womer' 

_ and their·numèrous organisations and groups working 
actively to avert the danger of war. But at the same 
time we see tliat progress in many fields has fallen 
short of our aspirations. 

We are living in a world of mounting tension, the 
international situation is getting worse while the 
stockpiling of nuclear arms and armaments of mass 
destruction is growing day by day. That is why our 
attention· at the Forum should be focussed not only on 
women's problems, but at the main issue ofthe day
peace. This is th issue on which the future of the 
world depends, and here I see very lìttle divergence. 
Thè ways and means may be different but the spirit is 
the same. 

-NR. 
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Burning question. Why ean't a ·man carry f'arewood when a woman can? Why ~{ a· woman driv:e a donkey 
with ·ber fire-wood whèn a man can'.! 

::: 

W omen and politics 
sideshow or survival? 

By Nadia Hijab 

The most heated debate on 
the sidelines at Forum '85 
- and no doubt at th~ UN 
conference - is whether 
politics shouid appear on 
the women's agenda. 

"Don't be sidetracked by 
the mal~ agenda," is one cry. 
'.'Women must not be pushed 
into a ghetto of .vumen's 
issue_s," .comes the retort.-

What is meiµit by politics, 
anyway? How about this as a 
definition. "Bad" politics 
happen when people lobby for 
position, for power, or for 
more than their share of the 
world's resources. This type of 
politics we cando without. 

"Good" politics happen 
when people feel they are 
expressing a just cause or Iob
bying on a vita! issue. This, 
we need for survival. 

Surely, in this case, there is 
no "male" agenda or 
"female" agenda? There are 
grasping men and women, 
and greedy nations, and there 
are causes and issues on the 
national and internatiònal 
scale. 

Certainly no one wants 
workshops on specific issues 
- Iike equality in the 
workplace or women and Iaw 
- to be overwhelmed by the 
issue of disarmament, by the 
Arab-Israeli conflict or by 

apartheid. But, this has not 
happened, so far as one can 
see. 

If it has, or is likely to, it is 
the duty of the ~hair to say, "I 
will take one (or two for 
balance) more questions on 
this issue, to leave space for 
others." The reactiòn from 
the participants will clearly 
indic~te whether they want to 
hear more or less. 

So far, Forum '85 has been 
marked by a massive 
exèhange of useful informa
tion. The bases for future 
networking bave been formed 
on the range • of specifically 
women's issues - illiteracy, 
age and youth, la.w, develop
ment and socia! equality. 
• Forum '85 has also heard 

from those who feel that 
justice has not been done in 
their part of the world. These 
questions will no doubt 
dominate the UN conference 
- as indeed they should . 
Unresolved issues must 
·dominate· the world scene 
unti! they are settled to the 
satisfaction ofthe parties con
cerned, or at least of the 
majority. 

One Forum participant.was 
overheard to say bluntly, "I 
don 't mind politics co:ming• 
up, so long as it's not used for 
resolutions condemning 
Israel, which just happens ali 
the time:" 

Others would respond: 
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Israel is in illegal occupation 
of another people's country, 
and its presence on the West 
Bank and in Gaza is'. 
tecognized as a violation of 
international Iaw by ali world 
nations, including the Unite<f 
States. 

Surely, Israel shoud be con
d.emned again and again until 
it abides by the will of the 
international community? 
One cannot but suspect that 
the cali to "de-politicize" the 
conference is itself part of the 
Arab-Israeli conflict, and is 
politics of the worst kind. 

Those who are concerned 
with women's equality are 
effectively concerned with 
justice. Being concerned with 
justice on one level (the per
sona! Ievel, in this case) opens 
one's eyes to injustice on 
other levels. Those whose eyes 
aie thus opened, know there 
cannot be peace without 
fostice (and this is why 
women will continue to 
agitate until their rights are 
achieved). 

Often those who cali for 
peace cannot comprehend 
why nice, good-hearted 
people on opposite sides of an 
issue cannot just come 
together and resolve their 
problems through dialogue. 

But there are different 
dimensions to the word 
"peace", just as there are to 
the word "politics". On the 

internatiQ_nal leve!, those 
who cali for nuclear dis
armament want ;m end to 
the state of non-war 
between the superpowfrs. 

For this to succeed, both 
superpowers must be Jileld 
equally responsible for the 
arms race and the ensuing 
threat to world peace, no 
matter what public state
ments each_ may make. W~ys 
must be found to remove the 
walls of distrust built up over 
decades that blind each tç>,the 
other's position. ' ' 

• Moreover, some forrn of 
power must be found to;
teract tbe superpowers' d ire 
for hegemony. Tbe n-
aligned movement of ird 
World countries was ce 
going strong in this direction 
- now it has sadly run out of 
steam. Perhaps together 
Europe and the Third World 
co Id find a way to do thjs -
? th~ citizens of these retions 
·could. • 

ùn' the national Ié1eI, 
where there is a question of 
injustice, there can bé a no 
balance between the positibns 
of two antagonists. Apartlleid 
is not just; occupation i not 
just; discrimination is, not 
just. And bere, until: Jhe 
injustice is rectified, tljere 
will be no end to confijct. 
Here, there can be no peiace 
without justice. 11 
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Britain's response 
'wholly inadequate' 

e . 

by Georgina Ash\Vorth 
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Georgina Ashworth, founding dirP-Ctor of Change, an English 
NGO 
-One of the most fervently 
polished myths in Britain 
today is that, with Mrs 
Thatcher as Prime 
Minister, all women and 
_men are egual. Yet Britain 
has the fewer women in 

~ ,Parliameot or political 
,.,pffice than any We tern 

. .. uro_pean country. In 
; t- ther areas of pu.blic 

• service, women are con
spicuous by their ab_sence. 
The second wonian Pèrma~ 
nent Secretary in British 

' ~ bistory was appointed last 
• ~>'ear. 
~ All the upper levels of the 

1Jepartment of Health and 
Social Security, sometimes 

l 

·'1 

called t4e "biggest employer 
of women in Europe", are 
occupied by men. If oppor
tunities are as equal as they 
are claimed to be, there 
should be thousands of senior 
women in this traditional 
welfare area. 

The British Government 
under Mrs Thatcher, has 
made no changes to meet the 
objectives of the Decade for 
Women - facts often nìasked 
by officiai statements. This 
provided sqme women to 
write an alternative state
nierit, as other countries have 
done and this was published 
under the title The Invisible 
Decade. 

Britain is often called "the 
least developed country when 

it comes to the Decade" by 
outsiders. When filling in the 
UN questionnaire ·on the 
obstacles to modem-day 
politica! participation by 
women, officials stated, "The 
history of the suffrage move
ment is well known" - but 
that took piace 80 years ago! 
When answering questions on_ 
the division of childcare and 
housework, the greatest· 
obstacles of ali, they said, 
"this is not considered a 
subject worthy of research in 
the UK". -

In the opinion of most 
British women attending the 
F~rum, the· cÒntribution 
made by the British govem
ment is "wholly inadeguate". 
The absence of nationwide 
information and funding for 
Decade related activities was 
strongly • ·c:riticised at a 
meeting on Friday. Ali the 
conferences and meetings 
held before coming to Nairobi 
were organised on a voluntary 
basis and • at personal 
expense. No regional
seminars or meetings were 
held by the authorities. 

So a sta·temènt was drawn 
up for presentation to the 
leader of the official British 
delegation on Sunday. It 
asked for meetings on a con
tinuous basis in Nairobi, and 
later, ~o that the public at 
large could bear "both sides" 
of the experience 

Most of the British women 
at the Forum are involved in 
development, and they feel 
that their powerlessness 
makes it difficult to "limit 
the damage" that their 
government's overseas aid 
and investment policies 
create. So the interest . in 
improving their o"Ml status is 
related· to its effects on 
women all over the world. 

;:Grassroots Grapevine 
. ~·~Y Scarlet Woman 

1 You may have already 
• n sgotted him - men tend 
, 1,ffi be rather noticeable at 

• ~is gathering. He is the 
man in the queue. During 
the long waits for 
accreditation or security 
checks, he keeps otb~r 

1 9ueuers amused with the 
. story of how he spent hours 

. > in. tbe same queue on the 
prevjous day, only to fi.nd 
the desk closed for lunch 
just as he reached the top 
oftheline. 

*** 
Heard the one about _ the 
two policemen in Nairobi'? 

"Have y01,1 ever seen a 
lie detector'?" asked one. 

"Seen one!" replied the 
other, "J've been married 
to one for years." 

**** A Conference-Forum clash 
occurred (shock, horror) 
before the UN Conference 
even convened. It ali hap
pend at a cocktail party 

July 16 

at the British High Com
mission, when the officia] 
delegation presented a 
rosy picture of British 
womanhood, and the 
glorious achievement$ so 
far. 

So it was that a· paper 
presented by a 40-strong 
group of NGO women was 
met with clenched teeth 
and ashen looks. The 
women noted the worms in 
the bud, • pointing out lack 
of funds for g:.assroots 
projects, lack of coverage, 
lack of debate over the 
response to the UN 
questionnaire. 

*** 
Amina Abdur-Rahman, 
Education Co-ordinator of 
the New York Urban 
League, has put stars· in 
her Nairobi travel joumal 
next to the entry descri-· 
bing h"er meeting with a 
gr6u~ of women from 
Mozan)bique. 

"A woman carne up to 

me and asked if I was from 
Mazambique, or if I had 
relatives there." said 
Abdur-Rahman. "They 
said I looked just like 
someone from the Maputo 
tribe. Then she brought 
over some other women 
and we all took pictures 
together and exchanged 
addresses. I can't describe 
how wonderfù.l that felt!" 

*** 
The 40 strong delegation 
of Black American women 
from the Bòston area who 
travelled bere in the 
Passage to Kenya Group 
had a similar experience 
last week when they 
visited the town of Thika 
where they exchanged gifts 
and greetings with city 
officials. "They reaffirmed 
us as cousins," said a 
member of the· group. 
"They couldn't adopt Ùs 
because you can't adopt 
someòne who is already 
vourown." 

I- Letters 
Forum 'IS5 newspaper is open lo all con{erence participants to express their views. Discussion, opinion_ 
and criticism will be welcomed on this page. Letters should be bri.ef and the Editor reserves the right. 
lo shorten letters where necessary. 

Bere and now 
For those of us getting our 
first exposure to 'an inter
national conference, and one 
of the magnitude of Forum 
'85, there are mixed feelings 
as to the kind of experiences 
that lie ahead. One could 
unhestitantingly • say that all. 
of U$ ~re here . to leapi and 
understand about our sisters 
the· world over, their 
problems, their_ a~pirations 
and perhaps futu.re goals, Yet, 
sensing politic'al under
currents, country positions on 
issues other than those con
cern ing women, do make 
some of us . wonder as to 
whether a more poi;itive 
exc.hange coù1d become 
bogged down' because of 
these undercurre.bts. 

Howevei, pèssimism fades 
as one watchés =the sense of 
commitmen~ deaication and 
active participatlon ofwomen 
of various interest groups, 
pushing forth ideas, as well as 
literature, lobbying to group 
together like m.inded women 
regardless of colour, caste or 
creed on a common platform 
to formulate the forward 
looking strategiès everyone 
hopes will emerge. 

Especially heartening is the 
role of. women coming from 
Third World countries, whose 
sense of direction is becoming 
more and more noticeable as 
the days go by. The women of 
the world are uniting to forge. 
ahead "with demands not 
just for women but for 
society" in tbe words of Gita 
Sen, a participant in the 
development workshop. 

The important thlng for us 
is to remind ourselves tbat 
regardless of what we hope to 
aos.orb from this conference 
is the fact that ali of us are 
bere and now at Forum '85, 
Nairobi. So let us get 
wh~tever it 0 is and do 
wlìatever it is we carne for. 

Shagnfta AlµJai, 
Pakistan. 

A chance lost 
I am attending Forum '85 with 
two Kikuyu friends and we 
make a team of three from 
Mpeketoni, near Lamu, 
Kenya. During a pre-Forum 
meeting with various women 
from Mpeketoni we were 
asked to focus on the follow
ing issues: Water, women and 
co-operatives· and income
generatin.g activities. To date 
we ·bave oeen very disappoin
ted, as the majority c:if 
workshops have had no 
Swahili translation. How, 
therefore, is the average rural 
woman expected to par
ticipate? 

This is a unique oppor
.tunity to discuss with rural 
women the issues they are 
facing. Why then do we con
tinue to speak about them in 
their presence'? Please 
provide tranlastions. 

CathConna, 
Mpek~toni, Kenya. 

Not acceptable 
On Thursday moming, the 
opening session· of the peace 
tent was held. It was an 
impressive display of the 
unity of women all over the 
world in this cali for peace
wo men from the Latin 
American countries, women 
who fight apartheid" and those 
whose countries are engaged 
in war. At one -,point the 
representatives of an hanian 
and an lraqi women's 
organisation also called for an 
end to the Iran-Iraq war, 
which is about to enter its 
sixthyear. 

Soon afterwards, however, 
much to their dismay, the 
audience heard the represen
ta ti ve s of tbe Islàmic 
Republic of Iran take t:he floor 
and give t:heir usual slogan: 
"War, war, till victory." Tbis 
was followed by shouts of 
protest from the women all 
over the world who had 
gathered to reaffirm their 
wish and ali for peace. 

As an organization that has 
a history of 42 years of 
struggle fot women's rights 
and peace, we - like aU other 
women present at the peace. 
tent - find it unacceptable 
that in an NGO meeting and 
in a peace tent women's 
rights- for peace should be 
violated like this. 

Mrs. Peyman, and Mrs. 
Sepehr, 
Democratic Organization of 
Jranian Women. 

Something 

to learn 
As a representative of the 
women's committee of the
Church of Norway (Lutbe
ran )," I am delighted and im
pressed by African Church 
women. I bave attènded seve
ra! excellent workshops for 
instance on leadership train
ing by churcb women of 
Kenya, and I do not hesitate 
to say that w:e ,bave got 
something to learn from 
thèm. 

Maja Osberg, ' 
NGO Delegate~ 
Norway. 

Please can 
,. 

somebody 

teli me? 
Can somebody please teli me 
why meeting Room 3 at the 
Keoyatta International Con
ference Centre was less than a 
~uarter full hefore the end of 
"Enco~ter for Jomnalists" 
on Thur!!day, 11th July, when• 
the event started· with the 
room full of. sitting and 

•standing joum~ists? 
Don't tel1 me that they had 

to file in their reports, nor. 
that they knew all that was 
hein.g discussed, nor even that 

the meeting had gone on a 
little longer than scheduled. 
Because none of these 
reasons, to my mind, would 
justify the way more than 
three-quarters of joumalists 
at the Encounter took off 
before the end of the 
programme. The dis
tinguished and busy speakers 
who had gone to Encounter to 
paint tbe picture of how 1hé" • 
Decade for Women started 
and the path it had taken up 
to the eve of the End of the 
Decade Cònfèrence and to 
discuss the main issues, 
themes and results surely 
deserved better treatment. 

The presentations by Hon. 
Kenneth Matiba, Minister for 
Culture arid Socia! Services, 
Kenya; Leticia R. Shanam 
(PJ1ilippines), Secrètary
Gèneral of the End of Decade 
Conference; Lucille Mair 
(Jamaica), Seçretary-General 
of the United Nations Decade 
for Women Conference in 
Copenhagen 1980; Belvì 
Sipila (Finland), Sécretary
General of tbe Intematicinal 
Women's Year, Mexico 1975; 
and Moderator Therese 
Gastaut certainly were AOt. 
boring. So why then did so 
many joumalists leave before 
the end of the Encounter? 
Can somebody please tel1 me. 

I find it very disturbing 
particularly considering th.e 
fact that wh.en Hon. Kenneth· 
Matiba, as busy as he is, had· 
to leave the function for a 
while on officiai matters, he 
retumed as quickly as he 
cpuld and stayed till the very 
end of the programme. Also, 
because most of the jour
nalists at the initially packed 
Encounter were female jour
nalists. 

Bridget Cox, 
Sierra Leone. 

'Femail' 
I object to the presence in 
some of the local shops (i~
cluding the one next to • the 
New Stanley) of postcards 
sbowing quite young, 
barebreasted tribal women in 
unnatural poses similar to 
thòse of ~estero fashion 
models. Check this out if you 
don't believe me. There-"is 
something disconcerting 
about these photographs, and 
it is exactly that - the· 
models are not only heing 
made objects of as examples 
of" native people but 
manipulated toward some 
Western idea of what women 
should look like. I support the 
chpice of women to pose for 
postcards if they decide to 
(recognizing that that 
"decision" may be forced by 
economie reality) but this has 
got to be some k:ind of furtlier 
step in demeaning the truth 
of African women's existence. 
And besides, it makes me 
hurt. Please correct me {f you 
disagi-ee, but protest to these 
store owners if you agree. 
Beverly Braunli~h, 
U S NGO delegate. 
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Ago! Attention! Pagne 
blance serre autour des 
reins, torse nu, èlles 
décha:rgent des camions de 
marchandises, ou avan
cent du un pas pressé; 
ballots imposants sur la 
tete, vers le marché. 

Femmes de Lomé 
Asigamé, le grand 

marché et ses alentours, 
... --c'est là l'animation et le 

.coeur d'une ville còtière ou 
la tradition marchande 

. existe depuis les origines. 
S'il est un mythe tenace et 
qui pourtant plonge ses 
racines dans la réalité 
quotidienne, c' est celle des 
Nana Benz, les reven
deuses reines du commerce 
du pagne dont la renom
mée s'étend sur une bonne 
partie de l'Afrique. 

"Une femme qui ne 
travaille pas, dit-on au 
Togo, n'est pas digne de 
considération". Si le 
tra vail, originellemen t, 
c·'est d'abord le travail 
domestique, cela impliqu€ 
l'extérieur. Ainsi, avant la 
colonisation et l'installa-

-,tron des comptoirs commer 
ciaux européens sur les 
còtes du Golfe du Bénin, la 
femme était-ellé chargée 
de certains travaux cham
petres; de la cueillette 
(pour la sauce), de l'ar
tisanat mais également, au 
niveaù local de la vente ou 
du troc des produits 
agri col es. 

C'est clone. uq acquis 
traditionnel des ~-femmes 
Ewè et Miii.a des milieux 
ruraux dont elles vont en 
s'urbanisant s'arroger le 
monopole. La monétarisa- • 
tion d'une activité en fait 
souvent l'apenage des 
hommes. Or de leurs rela
tions avec les maisons 
d'import export, les 
femmes vont accéder a un 
secteur moderne de 
1''economie q u' elles 
controlent en l'adaptant a 

1une structure d'organisa
tion traditionnelle. 

Responsables du com
merce du pagne, les reven
deuses de par leurs revenus 
~n-t un poids considérable, 
meme s'il est diffus; au 
niveau socia} et politique. 

Une caste de femmes a 
vu le jour dont' la vie 
n'est pas aussi facile que le 
laisse entendre la légende. 

Les femmes n'ont pas 
accès aux emplois salariés 
piirce que souvent peu ou 
pas scolarisées, à cause 
l'étrnitesse du marché. Or,· 
surtout dans les ménages 
-pglygames, il faut nourrir 
·et entretenir la famille et 
égalemerit acquérir une 
in<!épendance _ générale
men~ bloguée p~u le mari. 
Car le commerce assure au 
délà • des revenus 
monétaires, biènt etre, 
aisance, consi'dération 
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·Femril.es de Lome 

Women inaking handicrafts 

sociale. 
Grace à un capita! de 

départ, les femmes 
peuvént acheter des 
pagnes. Ce seront pour 
commencer des pagnes 

'faits localement ou dans 
les ·pays voisins Elles par
courent les rues ou si elles 
peuvent s'acquitter de la 
patente s'installent au 
second étage du grand 
marché. 

Et puis, avec l' accrose
ment des revenus, c'est par 
centaines.qu'elles achètent 
les pieces de tissus, cette 
fois, dù java ou du Real 
Dutch Wax. les summum 
de la qua:lité. 

Elles •ed ont le monopole 
dans les piaisons d'import
e1çport du Togo à qui elles 
peuvent , nieme comman
der desmotifs; en cela elles 
supplantent les Libano
Syriens, çertaines sont les 
clientes attitrées d'en
treprises Européennes. Ne 
brassent-elles pas, à ce 
niveau, des millards. de 
francs CF A? Et ceci meme 
si leur~'b.olarité s'est 
réduite,, peu de choses. 
Sens q1· affp,ires mais 
aussi, algré les 
apparencfs (voitures de 
luxe ... ); e l'épargne et.de 
l'investiss ment qui sont 
primordi~.'ux. Cela va des 
tontinès ~ ~µx placements 
bancairès en passant par 
les taxis, l'immobilier. 
Leur forne vient de ce 

by Eugenit Aw 

qu'elles ont su s'organiser 
pou_r sauve garder leurs 
intérets. 

Elles font la mode. Le 
pagne n'est-il pas ce signe 
de richesse qui entre 
impérativement dans la 
dòt de la femme togolaise? 

Des problèmes, il ya. Il 
faut avoir des- liquidités 
pour acquérir les pagnes et 
l'accès àu1 1crédit est dif
ficile sinqrl jmpossible car 
en commerrcant, la reven
deuse a d6~fual à prouver 
sa solvJ°bilité. Il faut 
nourrir l~s petites appren
ties que 'l'on emploie, les 
habiller, '.}es entretenir. Il 
est vrai :qu'elles n'ont pas 
de salaire en tant que tel. 

Il faut faire face au 
reg1mè"'ìiscal, aux 
patentes .. '. Mais pour ces 
femmes, la vie n'est plus 
enferméè :dans le cercle du 
domestiqoe. Le travail 
affecte ta_ge du mariage 
qui intervient pour elles 
plus tard que la moyenne 
au Togo; de meme pour les 
enfants. • Les revendeuses 
travaillent toute la journée 
ce qui implique une autre 
organisa:tion du foyer. Les 
enfants, le mari prennent 
souvent petit déjeuner ou 
déjeuner dehors avec celles 
qui font commerce de 
nourriture. Le foufou n'a 
pas plus mauvais gout. 

Mais surtout l'avenir ne 
sera plus le meme pour les 
enfants. Grace aux revenus 

de leur mère, • ils feront des 
études secondaires voire 
techniques ou supérieures. 
Caste de femmes, disions
nous, oui, car les filles 
acquièrent expérience 
auprès delleurs mères et 
seront, selon toute 
vraisemblance, les 
héritières de ce commerce. 

Mytb and 
reality · 

This English text sumarises 
the piece above .. 
Asigame, the central 
market in the capital city. 
For historical and cultural 
reasons, the women, at dif
fèrent power levels, contro! 
the trade of the material 
traditionally worn by 
women along the Benin 
Gulf. They know and can 
influence some of the inter
national nètworks. Well 
organize.d, sometimes 
illiterate, but true business 
persons à few among them 
can handle billions. lt is a 
fundamental contribution 
for the national economy. 
They became a myth, 
people forgetting very often 
their struggles as women to 
take care of their extended 
family particularly • in a 
polygamic system. They 
educate their daug!iters to 
inherit; Because they are 
creating· a female centre of 
economie al power, the 
relationship. with male has 
started to change. 

If women ruled 
"Women and Political Powp:• 
- What if women ruled the 
world?" is one of this week's 
most important workshops. 
The piace and time have 
changed and it will now be 
held in the Taifa Hall bet
ween 2 and 5.30 on Wed
nesday. 

Speakers will be women 
politicians and the session 
will be moderated by former 
US Congresswoman and 
Jawyer, Bellà Abzug. 

"I believe that women will 
change the nature of power 
rathe~ than power c'hanging 
the nature of women", Bella 
told "Forum". 

Her book, "Gender Gap", 
published in 1984 states that 
politièaI and behavioural 
attitudes as well as voting 
patterns of men and women 
are different. Wòmen have a 
more progressive approach to 
foreign policy issues, 
economie justice, equal rights 
and affirmative action for 
minorities and women. 

Wednesday°'s panel will 
focus on the way in which 
women in power today • can 
create change, pròvide alter
native solutions to contlicts. 
Participants will also discuss 
their person~l experiences as 
political leaders. Panellist.s 
include: Patricia Giles, Ruth 
Escobar; Guoyu_aa Hui, 
Sarkhande Hassan, Yvette 
Roudy, Margaret Papan
dreou, Margathan Chan
dresekhar, Tamar Eshel, 
Mayumi Moriyama,' Phoebe • 
As1yo, MP, Mrs M

1

ondlane, 
Nora Astorga. 

·, 

Drug risk 

highlighted 
A dangerous drug which is 
stili being prescribed m 
many Third World couh
tries will be the topic o a 
workshop on Tuesday ~t 
Gandhi Wing ~07, from ~;~o 
3.30 p.m. "Uses and 
Effects of DES" - a slide 
and tape show in Spanish, 
French and Englisb - wil1 
be part of the work~bop. ·, • 

DES is dietbylstilbestrot' a 
synthetic estrogen whfcb 
since 1941 has been 
administered for _pregna{\Cy 
maintenance. In 19 1 
American doctors learned 
that some daughters· 'of 
wonien given the drug 
developed a rare vagina! 
cancer duting adolescence. 
Since then, much more lias 
been learned about t 1is 
poorly-tested drug wbich V(as 
given to millions ofwomen.r' 

DES Action, a' consumer 
group, reports that both 
"DES daughters" and "DES 
ons ' have fertiJity prob~e.ms 

and "DES mothers" haye :a 
higher risk of breast cancer. 
About half the "DE,S 
d a u g h te r s " w i 11 h a:V: e 
pregnancy problems - tubàl 
pregnancy, miscarriage -1 
premature delivery 
because of malforniation f 
be uterus and fallopia 

tube . 
Forum '85 



Workshop changes 
July 16-Additional 
9-12.30 Junior Common Rm 
Organization added: Women's 
Global Network on Reproductive 
Rights. 
H-12.30 CLC-Music Room 
Workshop cancelled. Title: 
Tenysynovitis; Org: Women's 
Liberation - Australia. 
2-3.30 GW203A Workshop moved 
from July 19, 4-5.30, ED204. 
Title; Men and Women in Dif
ferent Countries; Org: Federation 
Internacional de Abogadas. 
4-5.30 EDB-04 Workshop moved 

. · from ,July 16, 2-3.30, GW203A. 
:. Title: Aftermaths of War and 
·Women's Health; Org: Vietnam 
Women's Union. 
Additional 
Additional Session: 9-12.30, 
Norfolk Hotel Ballroom. Title: 
Dialogue Between African and 
American Women on Develop
men ts During Decade. Org: 
National Council of Negro 
Women. 
July 17 Changes 
9-12.30 ED210 Title changed to: 
What Future for Young girls from 
the Most lmpoverished 
Families9 

9-12.30 ED213 Workshop moved 
to: 2-5.30, Taifa Hall. same day. 
Title: Wòmen and Politica! 
Power: What if Women Ruled the 
World 9 Org: Women USA. 
Workshop moved to ED21 :ì. 9-
12.30 from same day. ED213. 2-
5.30. Title: The Crisis in Africa 
and Its Impact on Women; Org: 
Assoc. of African Women f'or 
Research and Development. 
9-10.30 EDB-13 Workshop moved 
to ,July 19, 11-12.30, GW535. 
Title: Giri Guide Socia! Service 
Projects Org: Pakistan Giri Guide 
Assoc. New Workshop in EDB-
13, 9-10.30. Title: Ethiopian 
Women: A Decade of Triumphs 
and Challenges. Org; 
Revolutionary Ethiopian 
Women 's Org. 
9-10.30 GW207 Workshop moved. 
Title. Implications of Feminism 
for Human Rights and Peace; 
Org: Women Coalition for the 
Third Centurv. 
9-12.30 GW4Ò6 Title changed and 
or1;anisation clarified. Title: 
Inte1;ration of Women into 
Mainstream of Development: 
Some Successful Cases; Orgs: UN 
Development Fund for 
Women/UNDP. 
9 - 1 O . 3 O G W .'i '3 5 N E W 
WORKSHOP. Title: Women in 

-Rolitics: )rg; The Greens. 
139'-10.30 Chiromo, BLT-A 
t 'f7ork. hop shor!ened from 3 j hrs 
to,l ~ . T11le: Women and Migra-

Jtion: •Org: IWO/RffFI. 
9-10.30 Conf. Rm A NEW 
WORKSHOP Title: Women's 
Participation in the Labor Force; 
Org: Women in Development in 

'the Sudan. 
9-10.30 CLC-Music Room NEW 

. WORKSHOP. Title: Maids·and 
:.~adam_; Orf?: 'outh Africa 
, Cn_unt'il nf ('hur<·he:. 
19tl2.30 Ml>ova Hall NEW 
~Vfè>RK 'HOP .• Title: Research 
cMJthods on Women/Women and 
Jthé Economy; Oi'g: International 
Development Research Centre. 
11, 12.30 ED204 Workshop can .. 
celiled. Title: Struggles and 
¾tùevemeots of outh African 
:~omen; Org: Juthern Rural 
·wo elio'. Network. 
\forkshop moved to ED204, U-
1i2.:·rn from ,July 19, 2-3.30 EDll 7. 
Title: Prostitution in Okinawa 
Org: Okinawa Women's Society. 
11-12.30 GW310A Title change. 
Title: Impact of Dutch Develop
ment Policv on the Position of 
'Rilral Wom'en; Org: Women and 

' DH-elopment Strategies. 
l 11 r_ 1 2 . 3 O G W 5 3 5 N E W 
MlORKSHOP. Title: Women and 
Development in Bangladesh; 
Qtg: NGOs from Bane:ladesh. 

11-12.30 Chiromo, BLT-A NEW 
WORKSHOP. Title: Giri 
Guiding and Community 
Development Projects: Org: 
World Assoc. of Giri Guides and 
Giri Scouts. 
11-12.30 CLC-Conf Rm A NEW 
WORKSHOP. Title: Women and 
health; Org: Sudanese Women 
Union. 
11-12.30 Workshop moved from 
,July 18, 4-5.30, CLC-Lounge. 
Title: Women and Freedom; Org: 
Women who Want to be Women. 
2-5.30 Taifa Hall Workshop 
moved from 9-12.30 ED213, same 
day. Title: Women and Politica! 
Power; What if Women Ruled the 
Wor[d?, Org: Women USA. 
2-5.30 ,Junior Common Room 
NEW WORKSHOP. Title: 
Remote Sensing: Applications to 
the World of Rurat Women; Org: 
Soroptimist lnternational. 
2-5.30 ED 2 Time corrected. 
Workshops lasts 3-& hours. 
2-5.30 ED210 Workshop can
ee !led. Title: Strategies of 
Teaching and Learning; Org: 
Individu·a[: Margaret Varma. 
Workshop scheduled for 2-3.30, 
ED210.Title. How Would You 
Like to See Yoùr World by 2000: 
Org: Kenya Giri Guides 
Assoc./YWCA 
2-ii.30 ED21::l Workshop moved to 
9-12.30 (see above). NEW 
WORKSHOP SCHEDULED 
FOR 2-,'i.30. Tille: Balances and 
Perspectives in Research Issues 
During the Decade. Org; 
GRECMU-Uruguay. 
2-5.30 EDB-4 Workshop moved 
to .July 18, 9-12.30, ED213. Title: 
Status of Women: Org: Gen Fed. 
of ,Jordanian Women. 
Workshop moved to 2-5.30, EDB-
4. Title: Women and Habitat; 
Org: Netherlands Women's 
Council/Mazingira lnst. 
2-3.30 EDB-14 Workshop shor
tened from 3t hours, Organiza
tion withdrawn. Org: remaining: 
Women's Work Cttee 
2-:L10 GW535 Workshop moved 
from ,July 18, 4-5.30 , ED203 
Title: La Femmè Haitienne en 
Diaspora; Org: Haitian Women 
Ad Hoc Ctte~ 
2-5.30 Chiromo SLT; Title 
changed. Title: Actions to 
Prevent Nuclear War: Eliminate 
Nuclear and Space Weapons; 
Org: World Peace Council. 
2-3.:~o Chiromo. SLT-B WorKshop 
shortened from 3~ hours. 
2-3.30 CLC-Conf. Rm A NEW 
WORKSHOP. Title: Selection of 
the Sex of the Baby in a New 
Natural Way; Or~: Pan-African 
Family Life Assoc. 
2-3.30 CLC-Music Room NEW 
WORKSHOP. Title: Breast 
Diseases; Org: Northern Calif. 
Black Women Physicians Assoc. 
4-fi.30 ED210 Workshop moved 
from ,July 19, 11-12.30, ED102. 
Ttile: Equality in Ma-rriage: 
Obstacles and Opportunities, 
Org: World Fed. of UN Assocs. 
4-,'i.30 EDB-14 Workshop moved 
fmm ,July I.'i. Title: Problems of 
Peace: Women in Occupied Àrab 
Territories; Org: Women Society 
for Struggle Against Illiteracy. 
4-5.30 GW535 NEW 
WORKSHOP. Tille: Third 
World American lndians in the 
US Org: Church Women United 
4-5.30 Chiromo, SL T-B NEW 
WORKSHOP. Title: The Women 
Youth in Pursuit of Peace; Org: 
Comite Pour Sauver L'enfant a 
Naitr'e. 
4-5.30 CLC-Lounge NEW 
WORKSHOP. Title: Egyptian 
Experience in Dialogue Between 
religions; Org: Coptic Orthodox 
Church. 
4-5.30 CLC-Music Room NEW 
WORKSHOP. Title: Family 
Practice in Inner City USA; Org: 
Northern Calif. Black Womeri 
Physician Assoc. 

Performance: - Sweet Honey i~ the Rock, 
7.30 p.m. - Christian Leaderfhip Centre. Check to 

confirm location at Education Building' or Prench Cultura) 
Centre. - ' 

July 16 

Announcements 

The daily briefing for Forum 
-participants 11n events at the 
UN conference will take piace 
in Room E2 and not in the 
Filomela study as stateci in 
error yesterday. 

Programme in the Peace 
Centre, Tuesday, July 16 . 

10-12.30 - US and USSR 
women in a dialogue on 
visions of the future, the 
peace movement, arms 
contro! and what next. 

2-4 - women of South 
Africa in an open discussion. 

4.15-5:30 - What is the 
specific role .of women. fp t.he 
struggle for .peace. 

Informai meetings among 
women who are working 
against battering in many 
;couri.tries have indicateci that 
1the time is right for an inte't
·national coalition of w'omen 
against battering. Ali women 
who are interested in helping 
form the coalition are invited 
to a workshop on "networking 
with battered women's move
ment workers" at noon on 
Tuesday or Wednesday. See, 
the daily schedule 

Australian Christian 
Feminists invite other Chris
tian Feminists to meet them 
near the Peace Tent on 
Tuesday July 16 between 
12.30 and 1 p.m. 

Angela Davis will hold a 
press conference at the Peace 
Tent at 1 p.m. on Tuesday, 
,July 16. 

YWCA members are ali 
invited to an Open House at 
the YWCA from 4-6 p.m. on 
Tuesday, 16 July. On Wed
nesday, 17 July, there will be 
a meeting at the YWCA of 

-Kenya at 4 p.m. 

There will be ·a meeting of a 
white women's anti-racist 
and anti-imperialist caucus 
to discuss a statement in 
support ,of Third World 
women everywhere, Tuesday 
,July 16, 12.30 on the lawn at 
the University. Meet by the 
tree near the Building. 

Three lectures are 
scheduled at the Family 
Planning Inform·ation Centre 
today, Room 38 in the 
Institute of Development 
Studies on Tuesday, July 16. 
At 10 3-m., Dr. Pramilla 
Senanayake, IPPF Medicai 
Director, and Dr. Nimrod 
Mandara, IPPF IN airobi, will 
talk about contracephve 
methods. Development and 
training programmes for 

l~ll"l//m; 
Africa will be the topic ;t 11 
a.m., followed by talks on 
community health and family 
planning ser,vices. 

Women's Cairo Airport 
Conference calls for a con
tinued international meeting 
beyond Nairobi. Join us at 
12.30 on Tuesday, July 16, on 
the Green Court in front of the 
Ecl.ucation Building. 

'_'New Tales of the Pacific" 
video film about Pacific 
women and the nuclear-free 
Pacific struggle made by the 
YWCA, screening at the video 
tent, next to the Peace Tent, 
at 9.30 a.m., Tuesday, July 
16. 

National Theatre F~ìm 
July 16 
9.00 - Semilla de soles 
Nicaragua - 46 

Elcamino de !ad Libertad
El Salvador - 79 

Y si eres mujer-Mexico -
21 
12.00 Yo tu Idmaelina -
Mexico 

Maria De la Cruz-Brazil 
Mucagambira-Brazil-144 

Hideko's Poetraits -
Brazil/Women in the movies 
-Brazil-117 
2.30-4.30 14's Good, 18's 
Better-137 

Serious undertakings
Australia - 138 

Hairpiece: A Film for 
Nappy haired people - USA 
-140 

Burnrng bride yes ~ 
Canada 
W.O;W. Women of the world 
-USA-.80 
5.00- 7 .00 to be announceèL 

Catholic celebration of the 
Eucharist Messe 
Eucharistique/Santa Missa 
Tuesday July 16, 5.00 p.m., . 
Si. Paul's Catholic Chapel 
(across Karibu Centrel 

Realities and Attitude of 
Japanese Women )Vith Higher 
Education on Pr~~ssions and 
Families. T4E!spfiy July 16, 
2.00-3.30 -!ti~-120 by 
Japanese Ass1c·ation of 
University w· ìllen. 

H• h' '' f .T • 1ros . ima -. 1 est1mony 
Through Pa~;t.ings Slides 
shown at War and Dis
crimination wòrkshop July 
16, 9.00-10.30' :;\gora Japan, 
new!'y trarrs:lated intc 
English. _; jr 

T h r e e $ Ù i t~o r s O n e 
Husband, Ufu:ngamano 
Theatre Christian Student 
Center. July, }HW, 8 p.m. 
Daily Adult~ 1 j- KSh50 
Oth~rs - K h:2~• 

YotJNG WOMf.N ~ GIR.t5 
) -' 

~~ops· at 
'Il 

''PLENARX'' 

J7!b alJLY ~-0~/23
':. ..... 

i,, TAIFA HALL 
Youog WOfTlE,O & g,rlé, arE.. i.nvLtE..à 

to or3aoi.se, SMalCE.r intof"lT).~( Work..

t oe, Dr-op-in G.otrc. at t.6( Y.M.C.A. 
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·Religion and sexuality 
The "Female Sexuality and Bodily Functions in Different 
Religioùs Tradjtions" workshop yesterday morning was the 
culmination d~ ~8 months of work and two meetings by 8 
women of different religious faiths. 

Introduced by Marie Assaad, the study project was 
organized by the World Council of Churches. The aim was to 
understand how religious teachings affect the public concep
tion of femaleness (as something beneficiai, inferior, 
dangerous, unclean, etc). We give excerpts b'elow (drawings by 
Kari Rolfsen). 

,Junko Minamoto (Buddhism; 
right): "Both the Zen and 
,Jodo-Shin schools originally 
held women in esteem .... 
Bu t, under t he inf1 uence of 
the patriarchal society in 
which it developed, ,Japanese 
Buddhism, in concordance 
with Shintoist and Confucian 
practices, also carne to regard 
woman's sexuality as a 
negative quality''. 

Ranjana Kumari (Hinduism; 
(right): The Rig Veda ... 
affirms that both woman and 
man are direct emanations of 
the divine body, Lord 
Brahma .... As part ofthe 
originai Godhead,. he is con
sidere<l,divine and endowed 
with creative power ... On 
the other hand, this I_J<>wer.is 
regarded as dangeroùs and 
malevolent ifit is not exer
cised in conjunction with the 
male, and under his contro!." 

il l 

Blu Greenherg (,.\ud~ism· 
right): "Female,5ie,suality was 
both feared and nighiy 
valued; women wére defined 
as equals, as subbrdinates, 
and at times as:superor
dinates. We find ritu<!ls that 
exclude and those· that 
include, \aws tliàt defer to 
women and laws tliat dis-
criminate."' '1 1 

l I; l 

Marie Assaad (left): "Ali the 
researchers agreed that 
although the originai 
teachings cannot be changed, 
they can be reinterpreted 
according to 1 he originai 
spirit ... Women whose roles 
so far have been defined by 
men should stri veto define 
themselves and their • 
relationship to men". 

Elizabeth Amoah (Ref~rmed 
Church/African Tradition; 
left): "A lot ofwomen, some 
ofwhom do not feel at ho.me 
in the old historical churches, 
flock in great numbers to 
these new Christian niove
rntmts. 
'rhe movements are 
noi free from criticism, but 
the popular impression is that 
. they are trying to reach the' -
ordinary people on their 
cultura! wavelength". 

I, 
·Laila El,Hamamsy (Islam;. 
left): "Since women have not 
been theologians or religious 
leaders, most religious inter
pretations have been made by 
men. However Aisha, wife of . 
Muhammad, is quoted at 
'length in many ofthe recor
ded statements on the sayings 
• and practices of the Prophet 
and, following his death, was 
a very re pected iritèrpreto,r pf 
religious practices, par- ' • 
ticularly those relateci to 
women." 

Lynda Katsuno (disabled 
woman • left): By the end of 
this year there wiII ]?e 500 
million people .... who bave 
some form of physical or 
menta! disability- ... It, i~rjp, 
'touchy' subject ,ànd one' 
that many people, .even 
among the disabled them
selves, are uncomfortable 
talking about, bi.It there are 
emotional and physical • 
aspects of a elisa bled woman 
and her sexuaLity tbat.must 
be dealt with?'. 

, ! , r 3 
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Village women welco~e their RUests 

FORUM 85 artist-in-residence Kari Rolfsen toured 
the Kenyan countryside with Forum participants on 
Saturday. These are her impressions of the villages 
she visited~ 

Komothai women with their baskets for sale 

Let there be an act of faith 
Continued from Page 1 

elected from the five regional 
groupings. The groupings are 
as follows: African States (7). 
Asian States (7), Eastern 
European States (3), Latin 

-.EA.merican States (6). Western 
J:11ropean and other' States 
(6). 

Elected by acclamation. 
the Rapporteur Generai ofthe 
Conlerence will be Mrs Elena 
Lagadovina of Bulgaria. while 
t he presiding officers of the 
First and Seco~d Committees 
will be their excellencies Mrs 
Cecilia Lopez of Columbia and· 
:\Irs Rosario Manola of the 
Philippines. 

The pler,ary was scheduled 
to continue with adoption of 

$ rul.es of procedure and 
the agenda but President 
Margaret Kenyatta adjour
ned the meeting till 3 p.m., 
the time for the two main 
committees to start their 
work. This caused specula
tion on a failure to reach 
agreement during pre
conference consultations on 

rules of procedure without 
which the conference would 
be a non-s\arter. 

But by the afternoon 
meeting, ,which started at 4 
p.m., an hot.r behind 
schedule, ali was well, and 
the two documents were 
adopted unanimously. 

Conference President 
Kenyatta 's statement • leaves 
nodoubt: 

"In my capacity as Presi
dent of t he Conference. and 
with the concurrence of ali 
groups concemed, I wish to 
make the following state
ment: 

·W1thout prejudice to _the 
rules of procedure of the Con
ference which have been 
adopted, in particular rule 34. 
and without setting a prece-
dent, a generai understanding 
has emerged as a result of 
consultations wherebv ali 
documents ofthe Confe;ence, 
particularlv the Forward
Looking Strategies document 
under item 8 of the Con
ference, should be adopted by 

If t he s1ze and verve of a 
gathering- is any measure, 
then the volume of interest 
and commitment towards 
women '!- concems has mul
t-i-p l ied tenfold since the 
opening- of the decade in 
Mexico. The relatively 

modest Tlatlelolco Foreign 
Office in Mexico City was a 
restrained affair, while the 
spac:ious Kenyatta Centre 
was hardly big-enough for ali 
the journalists and NGOs 
who wanted to be present to 
see their d.elegates in action. 

Miss Margaret Kenyatta welcomes Kenya's PresidentDaniel arap' 
Moi to Kenyatta Conference Centre before he performed the 
officiai opening, while Kenneth Matiba, Minister for Culture artd 
Social Services, looks on. ·, 

Accident 
reported 

I 
I 

A bus overturned near the 
border with Tanzania injur
ing four Forum participants, 
two ofthem seriously, on their 
way back from the visit to the 
villages late Satur_day after
noon. 

The injured were ali 
American women from the 
Women's Coalition for 
Nairobi group, and two will . 
have to be flown back to the 
US for treatment. 

This group's trip was ill
fated from the start. The 21 
women - mostly American, 
with six Latin Americans and 
one Lebanese - went out in 
three small buses. One bus 
ran out of gas a mile from the 
starting point, and then burst 
into flames ·wi t h seven 
delegates inside, who for
tunately got out. 

The Lebanese, Rima 
Sabban, said the beauty of 
the scenery at their destina
tion made the women forget 
the problems getting there. 
"The food at the park was 
delicious, and we were ali 
happy," she said. 

The trip bark was the real 
disaster. The women tried 
frantically to get in touch 
with their embassies after the 
accident. They were finally 
rescued by another group of 
American delegates, two of 
whom were doctors. 

8 
consensus.' " 

Printedoff.,et litho at Changamwe Road. Nairobi, by Nation Newspapers L.imited, Box 49()]0, Nairobi 

\ 

Dame Nita 
·to preach 

Y o u are i n v i t e d t o 'a n 
Ecumenica! Worship on Wed
nesday, ,July Ii at the Rail
way Club Grounds, on Uhuru 
Highway hear Uhuru Park. 
The main preacher will be 
DameNita Barrow, Forum '85 
convenor. 

This service is organised by 
the Karibu centre to bring 
together ali different 
denominations for worship, 
bringing to God the goals of 
t he Decade Conference: 
Development, Health, 
Equality and Peace. Choirs 
from different congregatiom, 
within and outside Nairobi 
will participate. 

Forum '85 
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