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Links in a peace chain 

W omen to rally for 
march today • 

Yvette Rowdy speaks at rally Picture by S~ephenie HoJiymann 

Forum '85 pa1ticipants were 
called on to stage a· silent 
march to the Kenyatta Inter
national Conference Centre 
where the UN conference is 
underway to tel1 "the govern
ment people who have the 
power what we have said and 
decided". 

Egyptian writer and 
feminist Nawal El~Saadawi 
told cheering crowds at a 
"unity gathering 'ror peace, 
equality, develooment and an 

end to apartheid" yesterday 
afternoon: "There is no peace 
without justice, no develop
ment without justice. In the 
Third World we cannot 
develop because we are 
exploited by neo-colonia! 
powers." 

The women were unable to 
obtain permi ion to march 
through he reets of Nairobi 
to the Un conference, ànd so 
have decided to rally again at 
1 p.m. today to march around 

the Nairobi University 
grounds. There were also 
plans to invite Conference 
Secretary-General Leticia 
Shahani to come to the 
campus to hear what the 
women had to say. 

TtJ.e uni.ty a-athering was 
addres ed by speake from 
the U , Japao, Zimbabwe, 
t_he USSR, and France, 
among others, and was called 
to "give an expression of a 
s_pecial unity. on these issues 

ctrawing us together from all 
the continents". 

Betty Friedan of the US 
struck a chord among those 
present when she said: "This 
is the beginning of a whole 
new movement, a concrete 
example that despite o_m; 
di_versities and politica! dif
ferences women are for peace, 
against racism, for giving 
women in developing coun
tries equa! access to litera·cy 
and development." 

Wearing her feminist hat, 
Yvette Roudy, French 
Minister far Women's 
Rights, said she had de
manded another meeting in 
5 years at the UN conference. 

She called on women to 
participate and not only talk 
about politics. "When it 
comes to decisions, who is 
deciding about war and 
peace, about the issues that 
concern us?" she asked. "At 
present you are not a politica! 
farce because you do not 
belong- to govemment. '' To 
some noi es of disapprovai, 
she equated racism and 
sexism "because in both cases 
they are looked on as 
inferior". 

Zekai Holland from Zim
babwe said her country had 
not been in Mexico because 
they were fighting their war at 
the time. "While South 
Africa continues to harass 
us1 we cannot develop". She 
would go back to her country, 
she said, with a better 
understanding of the people's 
struggles "and we know we 
will do a good job com
municatini it to those who 
are not here". 

Frieda-Nela Williams from 
SW APO said she was • happy 
because she had found new 
friends rather than just 

Women from Asia, Africa. the 
Pacific, North and South 
America and Europe form a 
huge- chain of peace and 
friendship to reach. aroµnd the 
world in the spirit of Forum '85. 
They are singing a song for 
women everywhere ... "Let it ring 
around the world and never, 
never cease; Sing a song for 
women everywhere; Equality, 
development and peace". 

Workshop organizers are urged 
to contribute the highlights of 
t heir activity to the Planning 
committee for a record of the 
various views and ideas coming 
out of the Forum. Please note 
that there will be no overall 
Forum report, conclusions or 
recomrnendations. Forums for 
filling out your data are 
available at the Programme 
desk in the Education Building. 

Picture by Stephenie Hollyman. 

meeting old friends._ "Our 
message to you, she said, is 
that despite the hardships, 
the women of South Africa 
and Namibia are determined 
to fight to the bitter end 
because there is no natiofl 
that can be suppressed 
forever." 
Ranjana Kumari from India, 
however, said women "must 
not be guided by those who 
wanted to destroy u and our 
world." 

Message from 

Hon. K.S.N. 
Matiba • 
As Forum '85 comes to aq end, 
I do wish to congratulate the 
organizers as well as the delegates 
to the Forum for a very successful 
meeting here in Nairobi. 

Nothing has given the Kenya 
Government any catise for serious 
concern while the Forum would 
seem to have got down to serious 
business to discuss problems 
affecting women the world over. 
, The outcome will hopefully 
bave great positive impact on the 
future ofthe women ofthe world. 

As delegates turn their 
minds to their homewar-d 
journeys, I on behalf of H.E. the 
Preside!'lt and the Government 
and the people of Kenya would 
wish them: bon voyage. 

Those who can are most 
welcome to stay with us and to 
those who are unable to do so, we 
say: Come Again. You will 
always be welcome. 

It has been our privilege and 
greaf honour to play host to you 
and we have enjoyed your 

-,compahy. 
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Celebrating 
today 
This is t he last day of an excitin~ 
encounter begun ten days ago. At 
the Forum opening we spoke of 
celebrat,ions. This aftemoon we 
hope to carry out our celebration 

as we brief each other and share 
our experiences together in a 
celebration of song, dance, mime 
and quiet meditation if you wish 
and end in sharing together under 
the trees and on the great court. 
This is for the wornen of the 
Forum, the partici pants .vho 
have liveçi together for two ·veeks. 
We .did not guarantee ab.:.Jlute 
harmony. That was not to be 
expected with nearly 13,000 
forum partìcipants but we can 
say that there was a spirit of 
unity which was celebrated 
yesterday afternoon at lunch by 
an international group. 

In the beginniag, we stated 
that we hoped to provide a place 
where women conld share, listen 
and hear from each other. 1n·the 
majority of cases, I arn told that 
this did happen. In a few 
instances, however, women were 
intimidated, not by each other, 
but by photographers who 
appeared to be taking their 
photographs for purposes other 
than those of recording the events 
of the Forum. Since some of these 
women are at risk, they fear for 
the safety of their families 
through their identification. This 
is regrettàble and it is hoped that 
no such use shall be made of 
photographs secured here. The 
exnressions of appreciation bave 
heen many by • a variety of per-
snn s. Not only have wornen 
made new friends hut many feel 
that they have made contacts 
which will lead to new networks 
and to women strengthening 
each ot her as we go our • éparaLe_ 
wavs. 
Nfta Barrow. 

1 
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·A bank for women 
by Eunice Mathu 

A challenge that has become 
a practical solution - in. 
these words, Michaela Walsh 
describes Women'·s World 
Banking (WWB). She is the 
'president of WWB, an 
organisation which grew out 
of the challenges of the 
women's decade. 

In 1975, at the Inter
national Womèn's Year Con
ference in Mexico City, one of 
the most frequently discussP.d 
issues was the Jack of any for 
malized mechanisms fc 
women more equitably t 
acquire the same financia: 
and management suppo, i: 
traditior.aÌly available to 
men, who own and operate 
businesses. . 

lt was apparerft that there 
was an overwhelming need for 
a resource that would directlv 
respond to the requirements 
and interests of women as a 
group, help to stimulate 
capitai formation for urban 
and rural enterprises and 
provide an ongoing support 
base for fàmily-owned enter
prises throughout the world, 
helping to facilitate the 
sharing of information, 
technological advance·s and 
experiences. 

And in 1979, to respond to 
these needs, Women's World 
Banking was incorporated to 
advance and promote the 
entrepreneurship of women, 
particularly those women who 
have not genèrally had access 
to the services of established 
financial institutions. WWB 
today operates as an indepen
den t financial institution 
providing loan guarantees or 
other. security to banks and 
other financial institutions 
and also .arrariges technic_al or 
other advice and assist.ance to 
direct and indirect 
beneficiaries of guarantees. 

"Today, WWB serves as 
the heart of a network of 

_women who, despite cultura!, 
politica! and economie dif
f e re n ce s, bave common 
problems, int-erests and 
goals," says Michaela 
W à I s b_, , a forme r W a 11 
Street financial executive and 
the articulate motivating 
force behind WWa 

WWB is supported by a 
variety of governments, foun
dations, organizations,. èor
porations and indivi_duals 
throughout the wodd. It 

,operates through locai 
affiliates made up of women 
and men known as "Friends 
of Women's World Banking". 
Among their activities, these 
autonomous groups serve as 
support bases by providing a 
portion. of loan guarantees 
and programmes of technical 
and managerial assistance to 
loan recipients. Curr.ently, 
WWB has some 40 affiliates 
in 38 countries around the 
world including oper.ations in. 
such countries as Brazil. 
Colombia, Costa Rica, India, 
Kenya, Haiti, Uganda, 
Thailand, Nigeria, 
Netherlands, USA and Italy. 

"Supported by a capitai 
fund formed by grants and 
the issuance of debentures, 
WWB provides guara:ntees of 
50 per ct>nt of the loans made 
by locai lendil!_g insitutions. 
WWB affiliates guarantee an 
additional 25 per cent of the 
loan, thus reauiring the 
lender to assume only 25 per 
cent of the risk," explains 
Michaela Walsh. 

But Michaela Walsh does 
not see the establishment of a 
women's bank as the main 
i'ssue. "The issue is giving 
women economie power by 
giving them access to finan
cial institutions, making 
them understand the banking 
and monetary procedures and 
assisting them to make 
proposals acceptable by the. 

Micheala Walsh: "Giving women economie power." 

banks". 
One of the greatest 

challenges facing WWB and 
its affiliates is in educating 
women how to use debt finan-· 
cing in their businesse . "You 
have to produce enough to 
pay back 1oan " Michaela 

ay and unles woroen 
under tand t.hi , their 
businesses will not succeed. 

WWB is holding workshops 
at ""Forum '85 and Michaela 
Walsh sees one o{ the issues 
that may come out of these 
events as the need to press for 

inclusions of women's pers
pectives in ali development 
strategies. 

"Women in this Conference 
must recognize the 
importance of collaboration 
and net_working", says 
Michaela Walsh. One of the 
objectives of WWB -is the 
establishment of a network of 
wom-en throughout the 
world~ thal continues to share' 
its experience arid knowledge 
with those women enetres 
preneurs yet to ènter the 
market piace. 

Declaracion de las mujetes 
I • A • neocoloniales en e! continente. atlno merlcanas Apelamos a los gobiernos y a 

. las organizaciones democraticas a 
• . intensificar y profundizai' los 

I..as mujeres de America Latina y 
el Caribe en el Foro Mundia1 de 
Nairobi declaramos ante lo, 
pu0hlos y gobiernos del mundo 
qu~: las mujere, 
Latinoamericanas y catibenas 
hemos asùmido con respon
sabilidad los desafios que nos 
planteo e! ~cenio ye en este 
sentido, emprendimos acciones 
multiples ye creativas en nuestros 
paises, en e! transcurso' de la 
Decada millones de mujeres 
despertamos y·tomamos concien
cia de nuestra situacion, de la 
marginacion y opresion en que 
vivimos; participamos en los 
procesos y luchas sociales ·con
junta y autonomamente, incor
porando nuestros planteamientos. 
y concepciones especificas corno 
·mujeres. 

Sin embargo, la mayoria de las 
recomendaciones aprobadas en 
Mexico y Copenhague no se han 
cumplido. Aun seguimos enfren
tadas a diversos mecanismos de 
subordinacion y explotacion. 
Seguimos sumidas en relaciones 
patriarcales que nos ponen 
obstaculos • para avanzax en 
nuestra propia Jiberacion. Esto se 
agudiza por las condiciònes en 
que viven nuestros pueblos afec
.tados por la mas grave crisis· 
economica mundial del 
capitalismo. 

Si bien e! Decenio concluye, 
nosotras mujeres de America 
Latina y el Caribe consideramos 
que: los verdaderos cambios en la 
condicion de la mujer y el cum
plimien to de .. los objecFv·os 
acrdados en et Pecenio~ Igualdad, 

• Desarrollo y Paz, pasan po, 

2 

erradicar las estructuras 
capitalistas y patriarcales que se 
articulan para mantener la ex
plotacio de nuestros pueblos y la 
subordinacion de la mujer; lstas 
estructuras afectan a la mujer, 
tanto en la esfera de lo publico 
·corno de lo privado y vemos corno 
imprescindible la 
democratizaciòn de las i'elaciones 
sociales y familiares.; la actual 
crisis economica, la mas grave y 
profunda que enfrenta la region 
en este siglo, afecta con mayor 
fuerza a los sectores mas 
vulnerables de nuestros pueblos 
y, en particular, a nosotras, las 
mujeres. 

Por elio, conscientes de nuestra 
fuerza movilizadora y combativa, 
de nuestra fuerza mora!, 
apoyadas en el dialogo construc
tivo y solidario, y, en la crecìente 
unidad de accion y, en represen
tacion de los mas amplios 
sectores politicos, so.,:iales, 
culturales y religiosos, de 
organizaciones femeninas y 
feministas, declaramos que no 
estamos dispuestas a pagar con 
mayores sacrificios, ni 
humillaciones, los efectos de la 
crisis. 

Hoy mas que nunca estamos 
dispuestas a enfrentarla seria y 
responsablemente y a contribuir 
de manera positiva y creadora a 
su solucion; Los gobiernos y los 
pueblos sa ben que cada dolar que 
sale de nuestros paises por la via 
del endeudamiento ye el pago de 
los intereses, es un dolar arran
cado al tl.esarrollo,_ a la solucion 
de problemas impostergables, 
corno el hambre, la salud, e! 

empleo, la educacio y la viviend· 
los gobiernos y los pueblos sabeL 
que los gastos militares ascienden 
ya a un millon de· millones de 
dolares, que la carrera armamen
tista devora cuantiosos recursos 
humanos, materiales y finan
cieros, amanazandonos con la' 
guerra nuclear y que con solo una 
pcquena parte de esta urna. 
podrian aliviarse los ufrimiento 
y--la ll}ar"inalidad de millones de 
seres humanos. 

En este sentido; exhortamos a 
pueblos, organizaciones 
democraticas y gobiernos . a la 
busqueda de soluciones eficaces y 
permanentes, donde esten 
presen tes las opiniones e in tereses 
de las mujeres y grandes 
mayorias nacionales para hacer 
-de la Igualdad, el Desarro.llo y la 
Paz categorias superiores de la 
ral'Jon y la inteligencia humana; 
solo respetando. estos priocipios 
podremos tener eo un mundo 
donde florezca una vida digna y 
_piena; ·para nosotras, la 
autodeterminacio es un principio 
basico de los pueblos, que defen
qeremos con energia y decision; 
queremos la Paz para Nicaragua 
Elsalvador, Centroamerica, 
Elcaribe queremos nuestra region 
libre de bases militares nuestra 
lucha es por la construccion y 
afianzamiento de los procesos 
democraticos-y por el termino de 
los regimenes dictatoriales y 
represivos que aun subs sten en la 
region; nuestra lucha es por la 
_aparicion con vida de l~s cientos 
de miles de desaparecidos; 
nuestra lucha es por la elimina
, cion de estructuras coloniales y 

postulados del Decenio, que. 
tiendan a erradicar 
,definitivamente todas las formas 
de discriminacion que relegan a 
miliones de mujeres a una condi
cion de ciudadanas de segunda 
categoria. Somos conscientes de 
que mientras persista un orden 
socia! injusto y los acuales 
terminos de intercambio 
desigual, estos no se concretaran. 
Por ello, exigimos el cum
plimiento de la resolucion de 
Naciones Unidas sobre el 
establecimiento del Nuevo Orden 
Economico Internacional. Las 
mujeres de Amerina Latina y el 
Caribe sin distincion de clases 
sociales, etnias, filosofias y 
credos, hemos asumido una 
creciente conciencia de los 
procesos sociales y de genero que. 
nos afectan. 

Esta es nuestra lucha. Lucha 
que comenzamos antes de la 
Decada, la intensificamos 
durante la Decada y nos com
pro me te mos a continuar y· 
profundizarla en esta nueva 
etapa que hoy iniciamos. 

Las mujeres latinoamericanas 
y del caribe tendremos que 
responder ante la bistorta por lo 
que hagamos hoy en defensa de la, 
vida, hacia la piena igualdad, el 
desarrollo verdadero y la paz con 
justicia y dignidad. Llamamos a 
las mujeres del mundo a que 
aunemos 'esfuerzos en esta lucha 
que es la lucha de las mujeres y 
los bombres libres por un mundC' 
mrjor .. 
Delcaracion conjunta de las 
mujeres latinoamericanas 
presente s en el Foro no guber
namental de Nairobi. 

Women nurture 
nature 
Modern agriwlture is not the 
solution to famine and misery, 
concludes the workshop on 
"Women and Agriculture" which 
the Environment Liaison Centre 
oi;ganiz.ed-at tbe NG:O Forum. . 

"The Green Revolutiòn has 
brought money for few, but star
vation for many", said Vandan 
Shiva, director of the Research 
Foundation for Science, 
Technology and Natural 
Resources Policy in India. 
Although agricultural production 
li.as been increased by the high 
inputs of fertilizers, pesticides 
and hybrid seeds, hunger stili 
spreads. 

Maria José Guazzelli, an 
agronomist working with the 
Acao Democratica Feminina 
Gauela (Friends of the Earth), 
referred to a statement of the 
Brazilian Minister of Health in 
1984; "This year 'more than 
30,000 children died because of 
hunger," when Brazil had 
produce!l 1. 1 kg of cereals per 
person per day. "But actually it 
meant an average oI 20 
grammes of black beans only, the 
usual food crop, while 350 
grammes of suyabeans per person 
were exported to feed the cattle in 
the A, Europe and Japan." 
stated Ms Guazzelli. 

Besides, chemjcal • pesticides 
which are used as part of the 
green revolution and advertised 
as being safe, harm human 
beings. Shocking pictures of 
people with pesticides induced 
cancer were shown 'by Ms Guaz
zelli. She also said it has been 
proved that the eight cases of 
birth of monster-babies in one 
village in western Brazil were 
caused br contamination through 

the mothers. Mrs Shiva remin
ded the audience of the Bhopal 
disaster, another example of the 
green revolution at work. Modern 
agriculture is not labour intensive· 
and the chemical input..~ are very 
expensive: "Each li tre of her-. 
bicide unemploys a family of 4 
people in Brazil," said Ms Guaz
zelli. 

The ELC workshop suggested 
one solution: sustaiilable, organic 
agriculture which does not use 
chemical fertilizers or pesticides. 
Nature itself delivers ali the 
necessary elements for a 
sustainable food production and 
it is women who know how to use 
these," said one panellist. 

It was also stressed that 
government involvement in 
agriculture should not only be to, 
promote green revo!uti_on. 
Investigations from Ms Susan 
\1inae, lecturer in agriculture in 
Nairobi, showed that govemment 
policies promote only high 
technology agriculture, and this 
"mining agriculture" may bring 
starvatjon to Kenya. . 

Mrs Shimwaayi Muntemba, a 
Zambian sociologist working for 
the World Commission on 
Environment and Development, 
said: "The food scarcity question 
is crucial. Without sustainable 
agricultuie our environment and 
future will be destroyed. It is. 
important to look at the intere 
national linkages; information on 
the policies of multinati.on11 and 
traa national Orl!:anizatio and 
of governments should be made 
public." 

Mrs Sitembesa Neyoni made a 
pica to go back to the villages and 
to listen to what the women there 
have to teach us on sustainable 
agriculture. "Women play a 
crucial role in agriculture. They 
know how to nurture the nature." 

Paen to women: 
A cali to unity 

A}>ida Khanum 

This is an extract from t he 
poem "Paen to women: a cali 
to unity" which was written 
by Riane Eisler from the 
United States of America and 
Abida Khanum from 
Pakistan. The full poem was 
recited here at Forum '85 on 
Tuesdav. lt has been tran
slated from English- into 
seven languages. 

We the daughters of 
this earth awaken to celebrate 
the birth of a new world. 

From every corner of the 
earth we rise from the 
bondage ofinjustice and unite 
in the affirmation of the our 
human worth. 
Sisters! 
We the once denied half of 

humanity arise to claim our 
rightful piace in t his world. 

Listen to us, oh peoples ofthis 
world! 

·-The daughters of t his e art h 
arise to storm the barricades 
of injustice and cruelty. 

Riane Eisler 

Ali wrong ideas embédded in 
the guise of man-made laws 
and customs we shall uproot. 
We shall plant truth that 
insures liberty, equality, and 
security for ali· people of this 
world. 

Bear witness today, oh 
joyous world,. we raise your 
women and their voices in our 
sonii(. 

AIÙhe world come join us in 
our hopes as we, tbe daugh
,ters ofthis world, unite. 
United to sing our hymn of 
liberty! 

Forum '85 



Rigo berta fights for lif e 

Rigoberta Menchu speaks out for justice in Guatemala. 

by Maria Elena Hurtado 
A !ife of persona! suftering has 
not frightened Rigoherta 
Menchu into inaction. It has 
given her strength to fight for 
a Guatemala where ali can 
exist in peace and where her 
race is not considered inferior. 

Only five years ago. 
Rigoberta, an lndian from one 
of Guatemala's largest 
ind·igenous groups from 
Quiche. could not have told 
her sti>ry. At least not easily. 
She (,nJ~ spoke her . Indian 
dialect. Not only she could 
not communicate in Spanish, 
the language of 40 per cent of 
Guatemalans, but she was 
also cut off from the other 21 
enthnic groups in Guatemala. 

Toda_v she ii; here in the 

Cali for 
research 

by Seona Martin 
The time had come for a perma
nent commission on women's 
affairs, Nigerian women have 
said. 

The non-governmental 
organizations of Nigeria com
bined at a workshop on the con
tribution of women to national 
development, and produced 
recommendations to improve 
their participation. 

They ui-ged the estahlishrncnt 
of a research bureau ancl data 
hank fnr collec1ing research. 

The rècommendations con
cluded with a cali lor t he 
N i g e r i a n g o \" e r n m e n t t o 
demonslrate i,s commi,:nenl :o 
women's development hy 
implementing the recommenda
tions, and said that for a quarter 
of a century similar recommenda
tions had not been implemented
largely because oflack ofpolitical 
will. 
. Ju]y 19 

Forum '8.5 in Nairobi "leam
ing from other women and 
bringing a petition for !ife and 
for an end to the bloodshed in 
Latin America". 

An intelligent, powerful 
peasant women, her story has 
heen i m mortalised in Me 
llamo Rigoberto. A.~i me nacio 
la consciencia, (f"m 
Ri{.!obC'rta. And this ù; hou• mv 
consciousnes.~ was born), à 
hook that grew up from a per
son a 1 interview with 
Elizabeth Burgos. 

"I grew up like many 
Guatemalan girls. From a 
young age, I helped my 
mother with the coffee and 
cotton harvests. My father 
was a peasant and cane 
C':_11 ter. For four months a year 

Photo - Stephenie HoÙyman 

we would work our tiny plot in 
the highlands, and the rest of 
the year we would migrate to 
work as labourers in the plan
tations." 

They lived on the verge of 
starvation, excluded from 
national politica! and 
economie !ife, and, as 
Rigobert.a says, "regarded as 
backward, inferior, simply 
·hecause we carry the blood of 
our Maya ance.stors and'have 
a different culture." The 
Guatemalan lndians have 
heen persecuted, their 

villages burned, their people 
killed to stop them from 
assisting Guatemala's 
guerrillas, oi: from fighting for 
their land. 

Rigo berta remem bers being 
in olved in peasant truggles 
from childhood. The Indians 
had lived for centuries on 
fertile land but as agriculture 
for exports became lucrative 
business or minerai deposits 
were found, the Indians were 
pushedout. 

"And land is our !ife, it is 
everything. We had to defend 
it. My father, a peasant 
leader, taught us to become 
fighters too. I admire him and 
I revere my mother who was 
not allowed to have !ife. She 
was kidnapped, tortured, and 
died. 

Rigoberta's father was 
burned alive in 1980 during 
the siege of the Spanish 
Embassy in Guatemala by 
workers and peasants wanting 
to teli the world about the 
abuses in Guatemala. 
Government forces threw 
petrol bombs and the 
building was burned down 
with the protesters inside. 
Rigoberta's brother was also 
killed. 

Tens of thousands, most of 
them lndians, have died in 
Guatemala since 1966 when 
attempts began to exter
minate the growing guerrilla 
groups now linked in the 
Union Revolucionaria 
Nacional Guatemalteca 
(URNG). Between 1982 and 
1983 under the military 
government policy of "beans 
and guns", 28,000 were killed, 
one million displaced and 
200,000 forced to seek exile 
mainly in Mexico. 

Rigoberta, a worker of the 
Comite de Unidad Cam
pesina - a peasant union -
had to flee. She learnèd 
Spanish because she needed 
to communicate with families 
who gave her refuge. "I have 
heen able to teli the world 
about my sad country, to 
learn about other Latin 
American women and of other 
people." 

Rigoberta Menchu now 
lives outside her country, 
working on indigenous 
minorities within the United 
Nations, and in building a 
solidarity movement for 

Guatemala and Centrai 
America. 

Between 1983 and 1984 she 
returned to Guatemala to 
share the experience of the 
displaced people. "They have 
learned to sow roots herbs, to 
plant crops Iike banana that 
can gi;ow in the shade (maiie 
i out of the question it would 
be detected by the 
helicopters). Many more will 
die, many more orphans will 
be added to the 20,000. which 
is an officiai figure so far. 

The time has not yet come 
for women's organizations 
amo11g the Indian com
munities, she says. "We have 
thought about setting up a 
wo.men's organization within 
our peasant union. But what 
we need is unity, strength to 
engage in the struggle of our 
people. A leader does not 
grow out of nothing - women 
or men, he or she has to 
accumulate experience so 
that it is not only a token 
gesture to have a woman 
leader." 

"That is why I have 
devoted my last years to 
investigating human rights of 
those who are dead and-those 
who are ali ve." 

Rigoberta has come a long 
way. She is working so that 
her people can come a long 
waytoo. 

Rigo berta, de 
Guatemala 
Este es un resumen del 
articulo anterior. Rigoberta 
Menchu, valerosa mujer 
indigena de El Quiché, en 
Guatemala, cuenta la dura 
vida de su pueblo y su 
tragedia persona!. Su madre 
fue secuestrada, torturada y 
despues asesinada. Su padre 
fue quemado vivo en la emba
jada de Madrid en Guatemala 
en 1980. 

Cinco anos atras, Rigoberta 
solo hablaba su dialecto 
indig.ena. Forzada a aprender 
ele castellano para entenderse 
con las familias que la 
protegieron de los militares, 
es hoy una luchadora en el 
campo iriternacional por los 
derechos de las minorigenas y 
por los derechos humanos en 
Guatemala y Centro America. 

Poetry plea to women to 
take tech and tools 
Women, 
Don 't Jet the changing 
times ... 
The changing technology 
mean 
technology changing hands, 
Don't lose your ground in the 
game 
They cali development, • 
Dare to demand education 
that is real, 
Employment that has 
rewards, 
Engagement in !ife, 
Effective voices in the future, 
Take hold of what vou have, 
or what vou kn(llv • and do 
alreadv. • 
~eep it_'., 
<.aress 1t , 
C'ult i\·atP it. 
Ca!! .impro,·rments to your 
corner 
Put prngress in your path, 
Capture innovations 
And invent, 
Crush way,s .of le;u;ning 
and categories of work 
which ~ut your options, 

Beware the tricks of training 
for women 
Deceptive education, 
Token extension, 
Elusive equality, 
That starts and ends at home, 
As "housewives" 
Having little 
orno 
opportunity 
to actively engage 
Enthusiastically participate 
"In ali forms of socia! and 
economie !ife' 
Don 't be trained, 
taught ... 
educateci ... ? 
To occ-upy yourself with 
!l'ÌVi<l. 

wiìh 'toy' development 
ncd househnld trappings anrl 
triì~nr.!ng::; 
... the sewing. haking. han
dicraft, 
(needlecra ft, mot hercraft, 
childcraft) 
that they cali women 's wo"rk, 
Yet reduce 
and ridicule 

in the anàlysis of "real work" 
of man-hours 
and man-made definitions of 
development, 
Be cautioned agaìnst 'crafty' 
connivances 
cl~iming to refine your 
competence, 
to crown your role 
while crippling your poten
tial, 
Go forward, not backward, 
Seize time; 
seize training opportunities; 
Teach yourselves; 
set vour own horizons: 
.Take ·note 
Take care, 
Take hold firm lv of' tnnls and 
technology. -
Take part fiercely in the 
f\;t ll:'L•: 

Takè stock ofchanging times 
Take on a stake in training, 
Be al! that vou can 
... and ali that you want, 
A decade is over, 
our ~ay has begun. 

Advanced 
technoiogy 
for rural 
women 

by Seona Martin 
Highly sophisticated satellite 
technology could be used to 
find water for rural women or 
warn them of drought, a 
United Nations Environment 
Programme expert told a 
workshop on remote sensing 
yesterday. 

The workshop was 
organized by Soroptimist 
lnternational, the world's 
largest classified èommunity 
er ice organization for 

women, to discuss the 
application of remote sensing 
for rural women. 

Dr Alan Faulkner said the 
very advanced technology of 
remote sensing was highly 
appropriate to developing 
countries and rural com
munities. Satellite and radio 
photog:raphs were used to put 
together pictures which could 
teli what was happening on 
rhe ground - to show sudi 
lhings a where water could 
be found and at what depth, 
where warm and cold sea 
currents meet forming the 
best fishing • grounds, for 
predicting· drought paths and 
the paths ofhurricanes. 

A satellite image of the 
Nairobi region, shown at the 
workshop, indicated with dif
ferent colours, lakes, tea and 
coffee plaritations, red earth 
plains and acacia vegetation, 
old lake b~ds; geologica! for
mations, • wheat arid barley 
fields, fields with straw 
stubble and fields in which 
the stubble had been burnt or 
ploughed in, small-holder 
agriculture with mixed crops 
and many other aspects ofthe 
area. 

Geographic changes 
indicateci. by remote sensing 
could provide valuable infor
mation to rural women, and 
participants described some 
of the problems women had if 
they did not bave such infor
mation.• They also di!!cussed 
ways of getting access to the 
information and of dis
seminating it. 

Anyone could obtain 
remote sensing information 
from UNEP centres, for 
instance, which also had links 
with information banks 
throughout the world. To get 
to the grassroots farme.-, the 
information couJd be &preàd 
through agricultural exten
sion workers. 

The Soroptimists have 
78,000 members in 77 coun
tries and there is a 10-
member delegation led by 
International President Betty 
Loughead to the Forum and 
Conference. 

The organization made a 
statement recently to the 
Economie and Socia! Council 
of the UN on assist.ance to 
drought-stricken areas of 
Ethiopia in which they 
emphasized the need for a 
Jong-term pian of agricultuul 
recovery, wbich should 
provide realistic oppor
tunities for agricultural train
ing, - technical co-operation 
and an agricultural pricing 
system for domestically 
produced food so that the 
producer receive fair financial 
compensation. 

Eli~a beth Cox a 
woman from th~ East 
STepik difitrict of Papua 
New Gumea, wrote this 
poem in celebration of 
the Tech and Tools event 
at thé Foru.m. • 
. . \ . -- .. 
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Nairobi,_ Friday, July 19, 1985 

If women ruled 
the .world 

' 

Radical bùt noL revolutionary, tbat is probably tbe laber 
best suited to womel). all over the world. During these 
deligbtful days at Forum '85, women bave dreams of a 
-bright future. Tbey bave also analyzed wbat. jf 
would be like ifwomen really got into power. 

Never would there bave been a revolution with Ìess 
bloodshed. Men wòuld have. notbing to fear: No 
bloodshed, no revenge. Only if men considered the 
sharing of jobs in the household as "revenge" would 
there be an outcry. Men in many countries have already 
realized tbat this change in power would even be of 
benefit to men. For example, many men are now 
protesting against prostitution because prostitution is 
also degrading for men. And màny realize that by 
sharing the work and responsibility for cbildcare tbey 
share in an immense human experience. 

There are apparently two main attitudes towards 
women ruling the world. One, perhaps major, trend is 
that women would be able to co-operate regardless of 
their generai politica! view. Here the word "generai" 
meàns the ba~is of present society wbièh these groups of 
women consider to be manmade and whicb bas to be 
replaced by a general feminist philosòphy. , 

The other main group define themselves as· 
socialists, conservatives, communists or whatever and 
consider tbis generai IX>litical ·attitude to be the 'most 
important. 

The great argument against any prospects of change 
in politics ' ii women ruled the world" certainly is the 
fact that women prime ministers bave not fundamen
tally changed politics. 

They ~ve been as much male politicians as men 
arè. This is noi as illogic as many claim. Many women 
wbo bave experiences to be ju~ one woman in a board o.r: 
steering • committee dominated by men have ex
perieneed how difficult and discouragj.ng_ it ~ to work,' 
for thèir view. But whenever you get a broader milieu 
equality is within reach. 

People will not bi:: able to agree wbetber the world would 
be better rulecl by women. Women don't even aspire torule the 
world. Theywanttoshare in ruliggitwitb men. 

The long tradition of women wotlcing for peace and n,ot 
taking part in war should be a good enoug:h reason to believe 
that this sharing of responsibility would also mean a more 
peaceful world. 

-B.W. 

FORUM .85 will go on 
'.foday ~or~ _'85 ~Il com~ ~ an e~d. ipe day of frien~hip. 
fantastic v1taltty, 1deas and d1scuss1ons wi1J be over. Today will 
ee Forum participants saying sorrowful farewe.Hs to • each 

other. • 
But even after tbe Forum participants bave left Nairobi, 

FORUM 85 newspaper -..yill continue. Our attention will switcb 
to the United Nations conference and we will aim to com
municate to delegates tbe Forum's message to the UN. 

. We think it is important to do this so that the Co.nference 
understands how very impo.rtant it is to bring about reforms for 
women. . • 

We thank ali Forum 85 participants for tbeir overwbelm
ing interest in FORUM 85 newspaper and for the enormous 
number of letters we bave received. Tbey bave made our 
newspaper very lively. We are only sorry that we bad to cut so. 
many letters for reasons of space. However we bave tried our 
best to bring t-0 you tbe spirit ofthe letters. 

Thank you for your contri_butions. Forum '85 bas certainlv 
been tbe event ofthe century. • • 

-B.W. 

A blot on humankind 
Th . • I 

. e d1Sgra~l syst.em of Apartheid is condemned without exception 
fY .every ~tion_of the world except the one practising it. To confine 
iuman bemgs mto pens like animals under a poJicy of • separate • 

development" on ~he basis of race is an affront to bum ·t · ·a11 h th I . . an1 Y, especi y 
v en e peop ~ ~ ~ated comprise the majority in fheir own land. 
. So~t~ Afri:a s _infamous racism disturbs the conscience or'ihe 

"•orld, 1t 1s a ~1o~t10n of the United Nations Human Rigbts Charter 
and of every ~nnc1ple of civilised society. 

Apartheid· has been strongly castigated by the world's peopte -
the ~on-Govemmental Organisatidns gathered at Forum 85. At the 
~ic,al Conference also almost every delegate has protested against it 

Y then ~ we ~able to erase this curse of humankind? • 
For d,sting~usbed SJ?eakers to make statements from platforms is 

not enough, tbe1r countnes must give practical demonsti-ation of disap
prov?I. _Can the world's women bring pressure and succeed in 
era4icating Apartheid wbere the men have failed? 

-lf..H. 

W ages for housework 
"Women are always countecl 
on - as workers in tbe home 
in tbe factory and office, ~ 
the fields, and as volunteers 
everywbere. But our work i 
never counted and 
recognized, especially •jf it is 
unpaid. Tberefore we are 
demanding that governments 
acknowledge our economie 
contribution on an inter
national level. We want them 
to recognize bow m ucb. we do. 
In the process, we will .see• 
how- much we have in 
common as women a.nd 
workers,' says eJma James. 
founder of tbe wa,res fòr
_ housework Campaign in 
Britain in 1972. 

''Recognizin'g tbe econonuc 
value of aU our work· can onl' 
mean putting more money, 
services, technology, informa
tion, skills, resources at 
women s disposal. ìn women' 
hands in every area of O•Jr 
lives and in eveey area of the 
world. This is the inter-· 
nationaL re<:ognition whicb 
is owing us and whlch we 
have come to collect. 

This deman·c:r-was part of 
the drafiPlan of Action ofthe 
United ations Decade for 

omen, resolution 103 at the 
V Conference on Women, 
Copenhagen, 1980. "Ali we 
now add • : if governmen 
count a1l we do, we - and 
Lhe - will know what we are 
owed. Oemanding what wè 
are owed is a demand to 
change the world from the 
botlom up." 

delegation from the 
Internati nal Wage, for 
bou ework Campaign ha 
come to Forum '85 to bring 
before govemments the ques
tion of women's unpaid work 
in the home, in agriculture, 
and in other areas. The 
Campaign is represented by 
women from different coun
tries i~cl~ding !3ritain, West 

Germany, ltaly, Trinidad and 
Tobago, Barbados, the US, 
Argentina,· Canada a.nd 
Australia. Witbin tbe· 
Campaign are i.ndependent 
organizations·· of Black 

. women, lesbian women, and 
prostitute women, 
autonomous • groups 
representing .many different 
sectors of people and forming 
an intemationa1 campaign. 
network. 

The Ca.mpaign has a peti
tion wh.ich it will take to be 
world governmen asking 
them to count the contribu
tion to tbe economy of a1l 
women's work., so tbat it is 
recognized ànd reflected in 
every Gross ational 
P:roduct. 

The question of unpaid 
w·ork is ali over the conference 
agenda. Housewives in 
Dialogue, an organiza ion • 
based in London and whicb 
has UN consultative statu 
will make availahle o 
governments the ~omen 
C unt-Count Women's- Work 
petition. Because of women~s 
pres ure intemationally, the. 

1 has called on alJ govern-. 
ment to coun "tbe contribu- • 
tions of the unpaid work tbal 
women do in tbe farm , at 
home and other fields' . ( 
Decad·e for Women Draft 
Programmeofaction, 19 O. 

From the first day of t.he 
conference, the Wages (or 
Hou ew< rk ampaign t,ahle. 
lo ated >ut ide the Peace 
Tent. ha been a eni;ation. 
The banner-Pay women not 
t.he military - ha made the 
ca e that military budgets 
must go to women·and child
ren. The table, where thou
sands of women, and some 
men are ~igning the petition, 
not only focu·sses attention on 
thé idea that something must 
be.done. 

FORUM '85 is published daily (except Saturday and 
Sunday) by the Planning Committee for NGO activities 
'during the FORUM '85 and the UN End of the Decade 
-O?~rerence. • 

FORUM '85 is i,taffed by an international team of 
independent journalists. Its office is in Education 
Building, basement, University of Nairobi. telephone: 
333065. 

FORUM '85 newspaper team: 
Editor: Birgit Wiig, Norway 
Ass't editor: Eunice Mathu, Kenya'' 

JOBS FOR WOMEN 
Women as a percentage of the labour force in each region of the 
wortd in 1985. 

NORTH 
AMERICA 
38% 

Soun:e ILO 

OCEANIA 
3;'.:!% 

Grassroot Forum 
in Madras: 1990· 
An intcrnational l(l'()up of women 
are organising a '•f'orum of 
Crassnxw·• in Madral. fndia, in 
1990 10 discu: the ··can do·· 
ninir()ach nll her than new alteT
nativc vi ·ons. 

The group ·aid thcv felt thai 
~•n ·rool-. \\'1 111wn \. orj!:tni'1Ht iun:,; 
naa 1101 bcen nwc,h<:ct m des1gn
ing, planning und 1mplcmenrin(! 
thc Forum. and fcll that 
academk ~roupll had g<H an 
unfairly largc share of thc 
rcsources. 

Although low incomc rural 
women and women worker 
formcd tbe largest section of the 
world's women. they felt major 
issues conccming them had not 
been- discussed. From tnis 
emeri,?d the idea of a focus on 

gra.,srqot. rgani iog, they saic;I. 
. 1 hey wanted lo wo-rk on 
mechani. m. for ora 'nisino 
womcn cr -culturali" and on 
i. u and problems or dav 10 dav 
organi ing, al'ld a -,;ha.ring of 
1echnical. mana 0 erial and 
evolnalion re,,ourccs amonnl'I 
_ :t;sr<K1l,. Orj!anisation.. " 

The women have formed a 
group. <1ROO' (Gra.ss Ruors 
Orgoni ntions Operating 
Tn"cther or 'isterhoodl, and 
people can c01; tact lhem I hrou~ 
Gloria Gay, 46 Park Avenue 
De_ptford 08096, ew Jerse/ 
U A, Remy Rikken. P.O. Box 
4tì3, M_anila, ~hilippines, or 

aodam Azad, o. 55 Bhinasena 
Garden t., Mylapore, Madcas 
600.004. India. 

Sub-editor: Jennifer McKay GB 
Pho0tographer: Stephenie HoÌlyman, us. 
Cartoonist: Rari Rolfseri, Norway: 
Layout: Margaret Schiffert. US. 
Joumalists: Eugenie Aw. Senegal 

Manjula Giri, Nepal 
Miriam Habib, Pakistan 
Nadia Hijab,' •• .- • 
Maria Elena Hurtado Chile 
Seona Martin, Fiji 
Dorothy K weyu M unyakho, Kenva 
Nelya Ram.azanova. USSR • 
Ruth Seligman, US 
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Forum '85 new;paper is open to ali conlerence pacticipants to exprt>S!i cneir· views. Discussi~~. opi.niÒn. 
and criticism will be welcomed on this page. Letters should be brief and the Editor rese.rves the right 
to shorten letters where necessary. 

Workshop lost 
I am 19 years old, and probably 
too idealistic. But when I carne to 
this forum, I was looking forward 
to speaking to women, about 
women, to see what we could do 
for each other, and most impor
tant - to be aware of each other's 
needs. 

When I 'went to the workshop 
on Lebanese women under oc
çupation .. I expected politics to 
enter into account. But I was not 
prepare<l for a politica! 0at~ 
tlefield. 

W h a t t o o k p I a c e w e r·e 
numerous attacks on the Israeli 
occupation, and the Americans' 
support. What was the_point? Did 
these women seriously bel_ieve 
that they could solve complex 
problems involving governments 
at à womens' conference? 

W ere we not there to discuss 
the woman under occupation? 
How she feels, what she is faced 
with daily, how she survives, 
whRt oromoted some to wear the 
shadow again. The Lebanese 
w~!l')a_n 's pàrticipation in protests 
and involvement in the 
resistance were mentioned - in 
one sentence. 
BelleHerdt 
During this workshop, I took off 
my white sweatshirt. It disap
peared. Please retum it to lost 
and found. 

Newspaper 
What is happenin~ in the 
workshops I don't atteod? Why 
ts there not a bnef daily report in 
the ne" paper about findings and 
acti<_m pl~n ofeach workshop? 

V.• hy_ , the ~orum being 
haJkamzed? ls th1s a desi$m of 

some influential countries to 
hàve women at the NGO just talk 
in small groups but have no com
munication with the Govern
ment Conference? Why isn't 
the~e e1:en a elo _ing pl.enary 
ses,rnm, 1f not a br1ef one every 
dav? 

I do11·1 understand this design 
\Vili someone please e_ xplain it. i 
a.m a ~()nfused and disappointed 

anad1an. 
Fern Stimson 
With 1000 workshops taking 
piace, it is impossihle for 
FOHIIM 8!i to rover al!. In to
da~·'s newspaper you will see 
that all workshops are asked to 
delivèr il short report. Editnr. 

lwas 
misquoted 

investigate the women's treat
ment by the Iranian regime and 
t.o publìcize their findings. 

3. Appeal to ali member stàtes 
and organizations . to allocate 
recources to numerous women 
refugees from Iran who are scat
tered over many countries. 

4. Condemn the violation of 
human rights in Iran and ·cali for 
the immediate rel·ease of 
politica), ideological, and 
religious prisoners in Iran. 

5. Urge the UN Committee on 
Huma1i Rights to send a delega
tion to inspect the dire condition 
of prisoners and inform world 
public opinion of its findings. 

6. Appeal to ali members states 
to do their utmost to bring to a 
stop the horrific 5-year-old war 
betwccn the two neighbQuring 
countrie. of Iran and Iraq, and 
urge the member. tates to put an 
embargo on arm se.Ics to the 
belligerent countrics. 

Action Committee in Defence 
of Women's Democratic Rights in 
Iran (I.W.A.C.) 

Committee for the Defence of 
Women's Rights in Iran 

Committee for Women's 
Democratic Rights in Iran (sup
porters of O.I.P.F.G.) 

Iranian.Womens Association. 
Iranian Women's Independent 

·Group (I.W.I.G.l. 

Appeal 
To have peace, if it is to bave 
any real chance of success, it 
must be. toward a movement 
of a full scale global 
transformation. For a world 
without war, without violence 
as means of settling disagree
ments, an authentic peace 
effort must havè an effective 
dynamic and fluid coalition. 

"Our _planet's history 
indicates - f.or us to remain 
mired in the Ianguage and 
consciousness of war is to 
have a pathetic and perhaps 
ludicrous picture of our 
species. We need to direct 
our energies toward 
hel ping ra t her t han hurt-
ing each other. We need to 
activate - human energy in 
the discovery of how love ..,..... 
altruism can activate this 
human energy ~ rather than 
to define peace as absence of 
war, but a positive dynamic 
and eternally celebration of 
!ife. For peace is the way to Jet 
the world begin. 

C'onl'erning the article entitled If o~r cur~iculums ~ere 
'"Young Arah Women Round- based m a umversal eth1c or 
tahle" that carne ou\ on .Julv . , moral'S - to become the 
18th. 198fi. I would like to clarifv altruistic ideai and aspira-
some points that were misquntect". tions of man in terms of life is 

The article quoted me as one - and this is the law of 
sa~'ing. '"People must heg'in to !ife for man and woman -
understand that smoking in which is in harmonious 
puhlic or drinking has nothing to accord in which to Jive Every 
do with the character ofthe giri". l h. • 

•Although I believe that smoking race,_ e"'.'ery cu tur~ ~s 1ts 
and drinking iil puhlic has qualtty m the contr1but1on to_ 
nothing to do with the character augm~~t the whole of 
.of t he giri, in fact what I said was humamt1es progress on the 
that to be accepted in our society evolutionary path to the 
you have to take these things into completion of its.destiny. 
account. I don't believe it is right Or: Josephine Lee, Ph.D. 
that things should be this way, • 
but these are the facts and I s d 
would rather get on to important oli arity 
matters. 
Nadia Kamel, 
National Research Centre, 
Cairo. 

Six Claims 
We tlie Women's Democratic 

. Organisations • appeal to the 
• World Conference of the United 
Nations Decade for Women to: 
• 1. Reject as inhuman the treat
ment women are subjeéted to in 
Iran. 

2. Recommend the establillÌl
men t of a body by UN to 
July 19 

Dear Sistcrs, 
We are representatives of Afri, a 
justice and peace group in 
lreland. Wc have been supporting 
a group of workers in Dublin who 
have becn qn strike since July 19, 
1984. The strike is a result of the 
suspension of Mary Maoning who 
followed union instructions to 
refuse to handle South African 
goods. Ten of .her colleagues, 9 
women and one man are on stnke 
with her. 

We -appeal to ali w~men at 
Forum '85 to show their support 
for these workers and to condemn 
the action of the s: African 

regime in the following wavs: • 
1) Send a postcard of support 

to the workers "Afri, P.O. Box 
1522, Dubl\n 1, Ireland. 

2) Sign the greeting card in the 
PeaceTent 

3) Come to a meeting/send one 
rep. on Wednesdav at 6.00 p.m. 
under fig tree from your 
organisation to sign at the J>eace 
1'ent. Press tatement from 
the Forum condemning the 
action ofthe S. African regime. 
Chris Mulvey • • 
Cris Patricia Conboy 

Complaint on· 
arrogance 
Dear Editor. 
I would like to compla:n about 
the arro!!;ance of a French 
Cultura) Centre staffer, today. 
This Mr Kombi, promised me 
yesterday, that he could come 
today at 10 a:m.· to show my 
video, Asian wo·men Speak Out, 
which is about the assessment of 
Asian women from 16 countries 
of the plight of women during the 
Decade. He never arrived until [ 
had to fetch him at his office, 
while my friends from 
Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, Austria, 
Holland and England waited at 
the Frençh pace at Gandhi ing 
where the viewing was to be done. 

Apart from tartiog late at 
11.25, this man st9pped the 
screening at 11.48, although only 
20 minutes more were left before 
credits. We begged to be allowed 
to finish viewing it unti! the end 
but he just removed our cassette 
and inserted the French film, 
simply bccause the French televi
sion crew was there to record and 
publicise what the French were 
doing at Nairobi where they spent 
millions of dollars to set up the 
exhibit on French technology. 

I would like to ask the Cultura! 
Minister of France who is here on 
a visit: Is sharin~ technology to 
Third World péoples only at those 
timcs convenient to the French 
staff? 

French women should be 
handling video technologies, not 
men. Women capture and share 
the medi·a resources of the world 
for genuine liberation. • 
Sincerely, 
Wilhelmina Orozco, 
Makamasa, Pbilippines 
Women's Research 
Collective. 

Being a Jew 
at Forum 
lama womàn. I ama Jew. And I 
feel oppressed among- my sisters 
at the Forum. It i\a conflict that 
I have not chosen, that I 
have not been brought up to 
l'ace, but that I feel more and 
more pushed into and that I find 

- myself unable to avoid. Because 1 • 
am a ,Jew and I can't deny it. And 
because for me being Jewish is 
inextricably lìnked to my belief in 
the necessity of a Jewish 
homeland. And because of this I 
am beginning to feel more and 
more isolated. Isolated among 
women that I feel I bave so much 
in common with. Women that I 
can talk about anything with as 
long as the issue of Israel is not 
brought up. 

I bave rarely felt so frustrated 
as that morniqg in the Peace 
Tent, when one Jewish woman 
after the other got up and said: 
··PIMse let's talk,,_ please just 
recognize me as 1 recognize you, 
please underst.and my fears and 
my needs. I arn trying to unders
tand yot.irs."· And the only reply 
we would ~et was: "Racism, 
oppression ... ' etc. .. 

Arid when three Jewish women 
had spoken for the Palestinia.n 
cause, and I turned to the woman 
next to me and said: "I wish one 
Arab woman would speak for 
me," the Palestinian woman in 
front of me turned around and 
said: "What:'s ;YOUr problem? 
You're a Super power." I am not à 

Super Power. I feel very threaten
ded and vulnerable. I know my 
history and I fear my future. I so 
much want the closeness of other 
women. And yet, I am beginning 
to feel, that ali of me is not accep
ted by anybody but my Jewish 
sisters. 
Lena Einhom, 
Sweden 
IlanaSimon, 
Sweden 

Demand 
Socialist International Women 
demand: 

Real moves towards the 
implementation of a new intèr
national economie, socia! and 
cultura! order and a world 
employment pian.' 

As a vital confidence-building 
mcasure, underlining- commit
ment to a new world economie 
order and world employment 
pian, there should be a significant 
and' democ-raticallv controllerl 
reduction by ali nations of their 
military expenditure and 
reallocation of these resources to 
development. 

The reform and democratisa
tion of world financial institu
tions is an urgent step; interest on 
the debts of the poorest countries 
should be cancelled and the 
structure of those debts them
selves subiect to re-examination. 

Ali direct and indirect foreign 
military intervention or economie 
pressure must be clearly rejected. 
Without this condition,· no 
country can achieve demòcratic 
development within which 
women have t heir rightful piace. . 

We demand the abolition of ali 
forms of discrimination and 
oppression. sexism, racism and 
especially the apartheid system. • 

The economie ciisis and 
increasing poverty are pushing 
women into situations of worsen
i ng exploitation, by multi
national companies and within 
the free trade zones. Open and 
cm~cealed forms of female slaverv 
and prostitution should be for
b1dden and -su bject to "the 
strongest penalty. 
Sociaiist Intemational Women 

Thanks to 
organizers 
On the occasion to mark the end 
of the Women's Decade, we the 
oppressed women of South Africa 
salute and greet the entire con
ference in Nairobi. Special 

• thanks go to the organisers of the 
conference, who invited me to be 
one ofthe pane!. 
. Unfortunately, I can't get a 

passport and I can't be with you. 
My colleagues Victoria Mxenge, 
Beauty Mkhize and 1'shepo 
Khumbane also cannot be with 
you. We were ali refused 
passports - passports .which 
should be our. right not a 
privilege as we are citizens of 
South Africa. 

This conference comes at a 
crucial time when women in 
South Africa are experiencing the 
most hrutal phase of oppression 
and repression carried out by the 
heavily provocative police and 
army. 

.We, the oppressed women of 
South Africa are prepared to 
remove apartheid and we are 
going to win. We are asking for 
women, intemationally, to back 
us in fighting apartheid and 
exploitation. 
• Wc are asking mothers and 
women from the United States 
to advise their leader, Ronald 
Reagan to stop giving support to 
apartheid, because without 
United States support apartheid 
would bave died long ago. 

Have a good conference. 
Amanda KIJ\'.adi. 

Energy 
impo;rta;nt • 
Energy for rural households must 
be emphasised because energy 
problems are most acute in the 
rural areas of manv parts of the 
world. Energy in the household is 
relevant to women , because 
women are the • users.' Low
income, time-intensive le -
efficient and animate j~bs are 
usu.ally performed by women ! 

l!;nergy ~urces tbat -are w1dely 

used in households in rural areas 
are (uelwood and charcoal and 
other forms of biogas sucb as 
animaJdung. • 

In mos pa·rts women and 
cbildren speud a considerable 
amout of time collecting 
fuelwood. owing to constantly 
receding forests, they are obliged 
to walk longer distances to find it. 

The spreading of the deserts of 
today fl!n _be stopped, and to do 
so would be profitable 
ecologically as well as 
economically. It would cost 2.5 
milliard per year for 20 years to 
get the spreading of the 
desert under contro!. The 
spreading causes today a loss 
for agri culture alone 
of 26 milliard per year! 
(UN) 
lnquild Tautra Vevatne 
Norw.ay. 

Refugees 
Eugenie Aw's article completely 
in ven ts and distorts the • facts 
regarding the participaiion in the 

GO Forum delegation from 
I. racl, of Esther an Ethiopian 
,Jewish woman. be has been 
living in Israel for the past 15 
years as many of her community 
do and nobody forced her to come 
to Nairobi. It was in fact the 
Ethiopian community in Israel 
which insisted on the participa
tion of at Jeast one of their 
members in the NGO Forum. 

Her example can be a message 
f hope to millions of refugees on 

how people can rebuild them
selves, how people of different 
cultures and backgrounds can 
lìve together creating a new 
society where a woman finds her 
rightful piace. • 

Esther is a fine example of ali 
this ..:.... she studied in Israel, 
where she married, raises her 2 
children, is holding the senior 
post of deputy accountant of the 
largest hotel in Israel and is 
active in the community. What 
has Lhis to do with power politics 
or Machiavellian machinations 
as Mi Aw. tates? 

As I happen to serve as Chair
person ofthe National Council for 
Ethiopian Jews in Israel - a 
public voltintary organisation - I 
bave been under pressure for 
weeks on this issue by the Ethio
pian communitv and the Israeli 
Government has no part in it. I 
wish to put the record straight. 

Now for the genera] problem of 
refugees. The Jewish people 
which bave had a long history as 
refugees handed from orie border 
to another, discriminated against 
and murdered as a minority is 
particularly sensitiv.e to the 
problem of refugees. The State of 
Israel has demonstrated as no 
other country its readiness to take 
in refugees (who wish to live 
peacefully in thàt country)· and 
absorb them into the mainstream 
ofsociety. 

I have witnessed h"ere and 
elsewhere the facility with which 
some people are ready to cast 
accusations against Israel. When 
. wc dea! with refugees and their 
absorption credit should be given 
where it is due. . 

Have you Ms. Aw asked your
self what the Arab rich oil coun
tries have done to help their own 
people and why the Arabs. them
selves perpetuate the Palesti-

"n ia ns refugee problem dis
régarding human suffering and 
continuing their intrasigence 
relating to peace negotiations? 
Tamar Eshel, Na'amat 
Chairperson National 
Councilfor 
Ethiopian Jews in lsrael 

Debt crises 
kill children 
We women of the world take the 
loans that has turned into the 
debt crisis. 
We did not benefit from ihe loan. 
Wc do nçit wani to pay them back 
with the blood ofour children. 
We stand together to work for 
elimination of interest payments 
and reduction of the loan amount 
by l0''i, as a tribute to the 
Women's Decade (10 years -
10'·,) and as a payment for their 
contribution to the economy of ali 
nations. • 

fyiildur Jackson, Holideid 12 
IDenmarkl. Fahauana Aur 
(Bangaldesh), Simone Charlop, 
(USA), Mireya Baltra (Chilf:), 

,rgmia Camacho Hubner 
,Bolivia), Rosa-Mavila-Leon 
:Peru). Norma Barledzar (Peru), 
Hanne Dangert-Bitgit Madesn 
(Denmark), Tabitha Wambua, 
P.O. Box 104, Nunguni-Mks. 
Kenya, Hameeda Hus-
ain (Bangaldesh), Rimmy I. 

Rikken (PbiJ.ippines), lnd;y L. 
Day (USA), Lillian Guav 
(Canada). Bertha Gilkey (USA). 
Vus Kapel (Denmark). 
Saure Olsen (Denmark). Tai Dix. 
(Denmark), Mertertle Scholbd 
(Denmark). 

Denunciati on 

should stop 
adia Hijab is correct - there is 

"good" politics, and wome.n's 
i sue are universal issues, 
therefore, by definition, politica!. 

1t is, however, not "good" 
J>Olitic to urge thai. a major 
theme or t.he Forum hould be the 
continuous denunciation of. 
Israel. First of ali, if we are truly 
here to be a force for peace, com
passionate dialogue· would be 
more constructive than denuncia
tion. 

-ecolldly, as has been 
demonstrated in many workshops 
and other meetings, by members 
of ,Jewish and Israeli delegat:ions 
t~ t~e- Fo!'lm, the progressive 
Z1on1 t_ vo1ces calling for com
pro m 15 e and mutual 
understanding of each people's 
legiti_mate ~ii;hts in the 
lsraeh/Pale tiniao conflict 
denunciatioii is not belpful to 
strengthening the voices of peace. 

Finally, neither Israelis nor 
P3!estini~ are tbe_ centre of the 
umverse Just oow, whichever 
gi:oup we belong to or sympathise 
w1th. 

The continuous focus on 
denouncing one nation and one 
conflict is a! best JnOTÌII myopia 
and at worr' hvpocritical and 
destructive. 
lnge Lederer Gibel 
USA. 

Disappointing 

Forum Panel 
The Pane! discussion on "What 
if women ruled the world?" on 
Wednesday was disappointing 
from maey points of view. It was 
disappointing to hear govern
ment representatives streotyprng 
women as being more interested 
in peace more caring and more 
concemed wìth human issues 
particularly because they are the 
bearers of chìldren. Some of us 
have beeo fighting just thjg 
stcreòtyping for years; we bave 
fought for our share of ìnvolve
ment in foreign affairs, in frnan• 
ciaJ matters and others u•uaUy 
regarded as the domain of n.,en. 

We were told bv at least two 
pane! members that "women 
should support women" irres
pective of. view? Surely pane) 
members are aware of the fact 
ttìat Margaret Thatcher (who one 
panellist dismissed as un
representative of women) holds 
her position partly because large 
numbers of women supported her 
because she is -a woman and 
because they agree with her 
attitudes. The clock in many 
countries could well be tumed 
back if we heed the message to 
support women simp)y because 
our sex is underrepresented in 
areas of power and decision 

• making. Like many others I am in 
politics to foster attitudes of 
peace and progress and these 
attitudes can hardly be said to 
bave been the guiding light of 
recent female heads of states. 

What we should have been dis
cussing is "Which scirt of women 
·do we want to see in positions of 
power?'-' lnstead we were, with 
few exceptions, told we had 
power within our grasp if we ali 
joined together was women and 
accepted streotype of women
hood. 

Joan Lestor, UK, for!Iler. MP 
• and Government Minister in last 
.two Labour governmerits. 

UK 
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Allende's widow addresses 
• ' 

Latin America's prOblems 
by Maria Elena Hurtado 
For almost 12 years now, 
since Chile's President 
Salvador Allendè was 
assassinated during the 1973 
military coup, his widow. 
Hortensia Allende -
Tencha, as she is familiarly 
known ~ has been travelling 
the world raising support for 
the retum of democracy in 
Chile. and in other countries 
under dictatorial rule. 

She carne to Nairobi to, 
bring her message, -as a guest 
of the French delegation to 
the worrien's conference. 
Yesterday she met other 
Third World, and mainly. 
Latin American women 
attending the . Forum at a 
brief encounter at the 
Carrefour Francais. 

"Discrimination against 
women in the law, at work, 
the denial of her politica! and 
economie liberties are a viola
tion of human rights," said· 
Madame Allende. 

In Latin America, she 
believes, women's equality 
will only be achieved when 
military rule, inequalities, 
and arms are eliminated. The 
UN Pian of Action for women 
has had little impact in 
the continent because of the 
increase in politica! 
tensions. And even when 
there has been some progress 
in women' s participation, this 
has been cancelled by the 
sbàrp fall in moomes brought 
about by economie 
imbalanèes·, the buge debt 
extemal •depe,ndence and a: 
development pattern that 
have iocTeasecl the gap 

betwee!} rich and poor. _ All 
these factors bave led to a 
hardening of the politica! 
systems, Mme, Allende said. 

She asked for support for 
Nicaragua which is 
threatened by US interven
tion: "Nicaragua is not 
Grenada," she said. She also 
asked for support for the Con
tadora peace initiativè for 
Centrai America and for the 
overthrow of the Pinochet 
dictatorship "that keeps our 
people behind bars." • 

Despite the fact that the 
coup in Chile is already 12 
years old, she says, ìnter
national solidarity for Chile is 
alive and kicking. This year 
she will have been to Europe 
on three occasions, and has 
visits planned to Argentina 
and Uruguay, two countries 
that have recently retumed to 
democracv. 

She is riot discouraged that 
despite all the international 
support Pinochet's dic
tatorship is still there. 

Nevertheless, ChiÌean 
people are fighting, she adds, 
through hunger strikes, 
demonstrations, even a 
.o.ational strike. "If we have 
not moved faster towards 
democracy it is because of the 
Jack of unity in the 
opposition," she says. 
"Women constitute 51 per 
cent of the population. 
Achieving equa! rights' is for 
them an important goal, but 
i't is meaningless if there is a 
system in which even the 
basic right to !ife is ignored." Hortensia Allende as sketched by Kari Rolf seil. 

Youngwomen Panel: Health care of 
wornen/children refugees 

knowbest 
by Rachel ;Lurie 
Older women have no right to 
decide what the women of the 
future will do with their lives. 
It is up to young women 
themselves to determine how 
best to improve conditions for 
their own generation. This 
was emphasized by Forum 
convener Dame Nita Barrow 
in the opening staterrient at 
·the Young Women's plenary. 

, "1 The pane! of young women 
speakers, from the Federai 
Republic of Germany, Peru, 
Lesotho and Kenya, spoke of 
.the importance of young 
women's participation in the 
peace movement, relevant 
education and community 

·--,""'development. The differing 
cultura! and politica! 
climates in t-he respective 
countries allowed for varying 
analyses of the needs of young 
women. Ali agreed, imwever. 
"that changes in adult percep
tions of the value of youth 
contributions a.re necessary 

• for effective participation by 
young women. 

N early 50 women offered 
statements on the condition 
of young people in their home 
countries and strategies for 
çhange. 

Most of the speakers, 
however, were older women.: 
Naomi Mata'afa, 28, leader of. 
the officiai Samoan dèlega
tion to the UN Confer~nce. 

8 

and Chair ofthe Plenary, said 
she was disappointed at the 
disproportionately low num
ber of young women atten
ding _the plenary. She descri
bed this as "reflective of 
youth participation· at the 
Forum, which is minor". 
She added that she didn't 
know if this was a result 
of "apathy or inopportunity". 

Severa! speakers from the 
floor stressed that in coun
'tries such as South Africa or 
Nicaragua, the struggle. for 
self-determination being 
waged in those countries 
makes access to education or 
development "a distant 
utopia". 

"As long as apartheid and 
neo-colonialism exist-'J, said 
panellist Christa H0lli!]Jann, 
Qf the Federai Republic of 
Germany, "there won't be 
any time qf peace a~d justìce 
on Earth; and pe;ice is a 1;1re
condition for dev:elopment~'. 

Othef'speakers emphasìzed 
the need for ~•family I.ife 
education" (FLE) to teach 
both young women and men 

·to be respònsible parents and 
family m.embers. Severa!· 
mothers . also spoke of the 
alienation between mothers 
and daùghters, and Iamented 
over feeling helpless as their 
daughters refused to tum to• 

them for support or educa
tion. 

The plenary was co
ordinated by the World 
Association of Giri Guides 
and Girls Scouts, World 
YWCA, World Federation for • 
Democratic Youth and 
International Planned 
Parenthood Federation .. 
Mata'afa, stressed that the 
Ìssues raised at the plenary 
would be discussed further, 
.along with strategies for 
change at the youth wrap-up 
sessio-n scheduled for Friday 
,July 19 from 1 to 2 p.m. on the 
_lawn outside the Education 
Building. 

Later, from 2-4.30 _p.m .. 
there will be a meeting in the 
same • placè to discuss the 
setting up of an intemational 
young women's network for 
post-conference activities. 

Surprising 
A few days ago the UK House of 
Commons ratified the UN Con-· 
vention on the Elimination of 
Discrimination Against Women. 
Ratificati?n happened quietly, 
almost silently, w1tnout any 
media publicity, and without UK 
women or the NGOs represented 
here in Nairobi being made aware 
of it. In addition, much to the 
consternation anq surpr.ise of the 
NGOs, the UK Goverrtment has 
stated that "there will be no 
legislation". 

UK NGO Forum participants 
are angry ·at the lack of dialogue 
on this important issue. The 
leader of UK delegation, 
Ba-roness Young, has already 
return·ed hom~. ! 

by Catherine O'Neill 

About 75 people participated 
in a pane! convened by the 
International Rescue Com
mi t te e to discuss the 
problems of the eight million 
of the world's refugees who 
are women and children. 

The main presentation was 
given by medicai workers for 
IRC who have just returned 

'from working with Ethiopian 
refugees on the borders of 
Sudan. 

The refugees arrive at a 
rate of 4,000 a day. Thev are 
completely malnourished and 
the camp facilities are not 
adeguate for their needs, the 
workshop was told. 

Rosean Murphy described 
how 2,000 children died of a 
mea. les epidemie within a 
ix-week period, partially 

cau. ed by the overcrowded 
conditions in the camp. 
However, eventually a pub
lic health programme was 
èstahlished which involved 
the refugee women in the 
running ofthe programme. 

Other participants dis
cussed the needs of refugees 
i'n di fferen.t • circumstances. 
A woman who had worked 
with icaraguan refugees 
Mercèds Juarez, c!iscussed 
the importance of traditional 
praçtices sui;.rounding 
pregnancy and childbirtb. 
Elizabeth Musa, a refugee 
frorn . :Eritrea discussed the 
importance, of developing 

programmes to help women 
refugees who move into cities ' 
and do not stay in the • 
camps. 

Jowshan Ruhman of 
UNICEF from Bangladesh 
said it was criticai to bave 
income-generating 
programmes that could be 
developed with women 
refugees. Others at the pane! 

·descrìbed their experiences in 
working with refug'èes and 
displaced oeoole in South 
Africa, Lebanon, and 
Thailand. There was generai 
agreement on a set of recom
mendation_s, which the group 
agreed to pass on to the UN 
High Commissioner for 
Refugees, and to their various 
country delegations attending 
the UN Conference. 

The basic thrust of the 
recommendations was the 
empowerment of women 
in refugee settings: by 
developing wom.en's health 
centres and involving ali 
women, both refugees and 
relief workers in decision 
making. It was urged that 
better data on -the plight of 
women refugees be kept so 
-that support wouf d be given 
to pregnant • and lactating 
women, young children and 
ìnfants. 

At present t:tiis is the only • 
pane_!_ scheduled on the 
spec1f1c health needs of 
refugees. • 

Women 
books 
by Seona Martin 
Virninia Woo'lf. Marv 
Wollstonecraft-Shelley, 
Colette, Indira Mahindra and 
Yuko Tshushima are some of 
the authors published by the 
French Women's Publishing 
Hç,use on displa at tbe 
Alliance Francaise, Kenyatta 
Avenue, unti! July 26. 

The publishing house is a 
non-governmental wo.men's 
liberation group which has 
been acth;e since 1974, 
publishing more than 350 
titles translated into French 
from women writers 
throughout the world. Of 
special interest are the "talk
ing books", works recorded on 
tape by the authors or 
actresses, • including 
Catherine Deneuve. 

The books are available 
at the University of Nairobi 
Bookshop, ·catalogues 
available af the display. 

Delegate 
seeks help 
for Kiondo 
wornen 
One of the delegates 
attending Forum '85 is Miss 
,J.M. Aoko from Kenya. She 
has a special interest in 
women whose full-time work 
involves small-scale produc
tion of hand bags, bead-work, 
basketware, batiks and other 
handicrafts. 

Most delegates are familiar 
with the African kiondo. 
Severa! thousands of these 
kiondos '- or Kenvan made 
carrier hags - will be taken 
home to ali parts of the world 
after the UN Decade for 
Women Conference. 

Miss Aoko would like to 
establish permanent links, 
especially with the developed 
countries, so that a con
tin uous suoolv of thP,.'P 
kiondos can be exported from 
Kenya with the locai wo:men 
sharing in earnings from the 
exports. 

She is willing to discuss 
proposals with anyone 
interested. Please contact her 
on Nairobi Telephone 339338 
or write to her on P.O. Box 
45147, Nairobi, Kenya. Coun
tries of special export poten
tial are Japan, Korea, PhiJip .. 
pines, Canada, Austria, USA, 
France. 

A piace for 
documents 
Let tbe Kenya NGO office at 
the Kenya Cultura} Cen:tre 
know if you bave any 
records of Forum '85, tbat 
you would like to sbare witb 
tbe women of the world·, 
sucb as video tapes, docu
ments, films and press 
cuttings. Leave your. 
address and information on 
materiai you bave gatbered 
at Forum '85 at the Kenya 
NGO offices at the Kenya 
Cultura} Centre near the • 
National. Tbeatre. 
Attèntion of Dr Nola O lembo, 

Forum '85 



Contacts 
wanted 
-A Kenyan presenter of 
children's radio 
progra.m.mes would like 
very much to make contact 
with any conference 
visitors with an interest in 
sharing or exchanging 
children' s stories from 
their homelands. Please 
telephone her Nairobi 
office on 723271 or 723497 
between 8.30-12.30 or 
2.00-5.00 p.m.. Mondays 
through F~idays. 

Marriage 
workshop 
by Seona Martin 
Nona ·cannon and her 
husband Carroll, from 
North America, gave a 
workshop on obstacles and 
opportunities in marriage. 

Speaking in turn: they 
talked about the need for 
corilmunication and con
versation in families. Mr 
Cannon said the UN 
charte~ was based on 
collective security, and so 
was the family. 

Oii:,cussing children in 
marriage, Mr Cannon said 
he believed no one had the 
right to become a father 
unless he was prepared to 
become a parent. Parents 
had to be prepare·d t9 give 
time to children, or they 
had no right to bring them 
into the family. 

The Cannons ar1t
delegates with the World 
Federation of United 
Nations Associations. 

Domestic 
violence 
In an over:crowded room 
and extraordinary spirit of 
~isterhòod and co
éiperation, women from 
every continent spoke on 
behalf of those abused by 
their husbands or lovers. 
From African, Asian, Latin 
and other countries, 
abused women toid stories 

attack isolation police 
ìnaction. and he faifore 

to publicly acknowledge 
bat Lh re i even a 

problem of domestic 
violence. 

What was clear is that 
-everv battered woman 
needs support and 
a:ssistance, and the 
Jfoowledge that she is not 
alone. Also, in countries 
\Vhere t here has been no 
p'ublic action that far, it is 
important that battered 

-women and their 
advocates organize them
selves at the grassroots 
level to find solutions 
suitable to their unique 
cultura! circumstances, 
and . not simply import 
Western programme 
aesigns. . . 

1 AlJ agreed • that world
tv, de, ther:e "is an unfor
tunate attitude of men 
that treats women as 
property to be abused and 
controlled, and disregards 
laws that protect women 
from such abuses.. The 
women also stressed the • 
heed to speak out about 
abuse regardless of officiai 
silenè:e and public 
pretence that the problem 
dòesn 't exist. 
, • The group P.!"Oposed 
resolutions to beiforwarded 
to their • delegates to the 
UN Conference tb.is week. 
July 19. 

ICW president: Dame Miriam Dell 

ICW: Working for equality for 
almost 100 .years 

-More than 100 million womeii 
represented by 75 national 
councils stand behind Miriam 
Dell, president of the biggest 
international women's 

. organization. • 
By the year 1988 this strong 

women's chain all over the 
world will be 100 years old. 

ICW has been promoting 
·the objectives of the UN 
Decade ali the time since 
1888. "We have worked on the 
promotion of women's rights 
and for the rights of all people 
without any discrimination", 
says Miriam Dell. "We work 
for peaceful resolutions of 
conflicts." 

ICW contributed to the 
first intemational conference 
on peace in the Hague in 
1899. It was consulted in 
forming the League of 
Nations and the United 
Nations. Since 1919 it has 
been_ associated with 11.0 and 

: now has consultati ve status 
and in the 1920 , it sponsored 
conferences to promote peace. 

"We initiated the discus
sion on the rights of children 
which really was an achieve
ment; we got women in the 
enemy countries of the 
Second World War to start 
collaborating aga in 
immediately after the war," 
saysDell. 

"Your evaluation of the 
Decade?" 

"There has been certain 
progress particularly in the 

awareness of the situation of 
women, there has been 
improvement in legislation. 
The establishment of 
governmental machinery has 
been _i_!D_portant and above ali 
the UN Convention on the 
Elimination of ali Forms of 
Discrimination against 

·women. 
"What remains is to make a 

reality of the fac thal women 
are people of equal value with 
men. We have to have law in 
favour of women (affirmative 
action). Women should tbem
selves be in the law-mak.ing 
positions. 

"As far as ICW is concerned 
the most important target is 
to enab[e women, by giving 
them skills and by creating 
the po sibility for them to 
take part in decision-making. 
We want to train women, 
educate them and improve 
their healtb. Women hould 
come into ali sorts of occupa
tiòus and get into manage
ment of the .occupations 
wberever they are." 

' What is your opinion of 
affirmative action? 

I don 't like the way they 
<lo in US but fCW is a 
pressure group and we baveto· 
en ure that affirmative action 
takes piace in ali spheres. 

' Our strategy is to continue 
the pressure at any poìnt of 
Uie internatiònal system as 
our 'Cotmcils do on national 
leve!. At the nationaJ leve! ali 

our 75 national,councils bave 
their own strategy for nealth, 
education, decision-making 
and peace." 

Miriam Dell who bas been 
president of ICW for the last 
six year ha travelled in 
56 countries during the last 
(ive years. 

"The trategy i basically 
be ame ali over tbe world 

and the barrier are the ame: 
at itudes both by men and 
women, 1ack of politica! will 
to ensure that agreed chanies 
take pJace Jack of recognitìon 

.of the value of the unpaid 
work that women do. The, 
vulnerahility of women to 
economie recession as well a 
physical vulnerability is the 
same in many parts of the 
world. 

For many ;,:_ears Miriam 
·pell was tbe token" womeo 
in ew ZeaJand. her home 
country. She 1has been a 
mero-ber of • ew Zealand 

ati~nal Development 
Council, the Commission of 
inqu_ir.y into Equal Pay and 
Chairperson of the Advisorv 
Committee o the ew 
Zealand government on 
women's affairs. 

At the U conference in 
airobi she is certa in ly 

representing ICW, lobbying 
around. As to the question of 
.having a new women's con
ference and a new FORUM 
ICW ha ·used the world 
review. 

Statement to the 
DRnish delegation 

Danish delegation meeting with Forum participants. 

On the initiative of the 
Mellemfolkeligt Samvirke 
.(MS Womerr's Committee) in 
Denmark, a three-day pre
con ferencè . took piace in'. 

airobi frorn' the 7th to. 9th 
July, 1985 _as a prelude to. 
Forum 1985_-; · 

Some 50 women from 
Botswana, ; Bi-azii. Denmark, 
Iq.dia, Kenya, Lesotho, 
Philippines, Tanzania, 
Zambia, Zimbabwe and 
women, from the Liberation 
movements of Namibia and 
South Africa, SW APO and 

ANC respectively, par
ticipated in a discussion of 
the wo~en and. aid aspect. of 
MS's volunteer prQgtammes, 
women's polit1èal sb-uggle in 
Brazil and in the Philippines, 
women under apartheid, as 
well as ìnformation work on 
these subjects in Denmark. 

At the conference, a long 
session was spent debating 
apartheid. 

The parti.dpants most 
str~:mgry con.delnned tbe 
.apartheid regime of South 
Africa and its colonization of 

Namibia. . 
The partici pants Qf the pre

c on feren ce consequently 
request that the Danish 
delegation take a strong stand· 
against apartheid at • the 
Women's ·Conference in 

.Nairobi, that the apartheid 
arid the colonization aspect-be· 
ind11ded .in the officiai 
Danish speech, that the 
delegation vote for resolutions 
which condemn apartheid 
and colonization and against 
any resolution which does not. 
cons1der these aspects. 

- . 
Dame Miriam Dell: education is the key 

;. ::,,-

Pilot project 
for agro-tourism 

by Chr. Antonion-Laiou 
As a rule, women farmers do 
not receive persona) 
remuneration for their toil, do 
not have the labour rights of 
other wage-earners and do not 
have a share in the ownership, 
of land or the means of 
production. 

In the spirit of this respon
sibility, the Council for the 
Equality of the Sexes, plans 
to bring women into produc
tion by forming pilot women's 
co-operatives in Greec·e. 

The activities· of the èo0 

operative would have to be 
possible without the supply of 
capitai. The council con
cluded that the setting up of 
an agro-tourist co-operative 

would, in a country which 
devotes so much of its energy 
to tourism, be a good piace to 
start. 

Agro-tourism is directed at 
tourists who have exhausted. 

• their interest in historic 
monuments, museums and 
other familiar sights of the 
country in question, who have 
tired of the international 
monotony and sameness of. 
the food provided by large 
hotel units, and who now· 
want to get to know the real 
!ife of the people who live in 
the eountry they are visiting., 

Tourists of this kind want~ 
to live with the people, eat the 
same food as they do. 

App e computers 
donates micros 
Under a new agrèement 
between Appie Computers 
and PACT, the New York
based consortium of develop-; 
ment agencies, 150 microoom
puters will become available 

-to GOs over the next three 
years. Applications are 
already being accepted for the 
first 25 personal computer 
systems which will be granted 
to eligible groups on a pilot 
basis. Later this year, an 
additional 25 computers will 
be available. ' 

The agreement is for Appie 
to donate 150 of its Appie Ile 
computers, while PACT will 
administer the project by 
determining eligible .organisa
tions to receive the systems 
and, providing support and 
training as needed. Applica
tion guidelines are now 

available from PACT. 
NGOs, or consortia of 

NGOs, must have aé:tive 
projects in developing coun- • 
.tries to qualify for th· _,, 
:project, and must be a.bie to 
'.demonstrate that they bave 
ineeds which _a persona) com
puter can help fulfil. Even 
though the systems are given 
,free of cbarge, the NGO must 
:also show that it bas· the 
1esources to operate and 
maintain an Appie cç,mnuter. -
Further, the grants are aimed 
at development organisation 
whose activities involve direct. 
lgrassroot participation by 
project beneficiaries. 

Founded in 1971, P ACT is a 
consortium of 26 private, nori
profit organisations working 
in the developing world. 
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'Forum85 resounding success' 

Dr :&ldah Gaehukia. ~ of Kenya's .NGO o~anizing committee - Nation. photo 

by Dorolhy Kweyu Munyùlio 

Forum '85 has been a 
resounding success, says 
Kenya's NGO organizing 
committe.e chairperson, Dt 
Eddah Gachukia. ..lt has 
succeeded° beyond our expec
tatiOIIS,." she said yesterday. 

The origin-al figure 
registered to attend the Forum 
was 3,000. It had been 
doubtful whether women 
from around the world would 
find the money to come. 
By Tuesday, however, 13,000 
participants bad registered, 
with more registering yester-

• day and the day before. 
"The numbers alone 

are overwhelming," Dr 
Gachui:ia said. 

She disclosed that the 
registered participants were 
5,000 more than Copenhagen, 
Ìnany of them coming from 
Africa and the Third World. 

"Clearly, African wom~ 
took advantage of the fact 
that this meeting was taking 
pia~ on their continent. We 
are impressed with their 
attendance," Dr Gachukia 
said. 

She thanked African 
governments and donor 
agencies who had made it 
possib]e for many women and 
espec~y the ruraJ women to 

No equality 
--·-in pornography 

bySecmaMartin 
Third World women at a 
work.sh'lp on pornogTap_h 
appealed to women's «ganÙ&
tions in developed coontries tò 
help them arm against por-

• -nographic magazines and video. 
Tbey set op a meeting yester

day to m.a.ke links between 
organizations already fighting 
pomography to help wam Thùd 
World 'li'Omen about the influx 
jaststarting in theìr countries. 

Unni Rustad or ·the Ot'lll!8y" 

. Women's Front told the worksh p 
bow orwegian women had 
begon ù> fight poowgniphy eight 
yeais ago ... bo diey had bumt 
magazines, demonstmted, set up 
a slide show on pomograpby and 
taken it around the country to 
places sucb as oil rigs and 
mìlita:r:y camps, been lele,-ised.. 
and how i:iew laws had beeo 

.. , p d wben politiciaos fina lv 
' b'ècame intere ted, . po sfb y 

beciluse 1985 was election year. 
'Jbe main achie·,ement o lhe 

struggle had been make women 
lronger, she said .. Previouslv ·be 

only people wbo spoke aboui por
-. , ~hy were those wbo said il 

was bannless and .iiberating. 
·omen who foUowed tbeir 

feelings and op~. it were 
labelied frigìd, hjsterical or too 
religious.. &t now women dared 
to speak out _about. wha:t they . 

•• • 

really felt.. 
.. W e are not against sexuality, 

but we are against. contempt for 
wmnen.. POIDEJgrllp.hy is aboot 
using .omen, about the power o( 
men over women. Men may bave 
women they respect at home, but 
no ._man can be respected hen 
thre are others being used in por
nogmphy and prostitution." 

Ms Rastad showed the 
workshop slides of pomograpbic 
pictmes and of arlicles about the 
aqilability of women in Third 
World countries . 

These stories indicate<! that 
1'hm:l World women were '"real,. 
women because they were 'will
in.g slaves' who would do 
~ a man wanted, would 
not ans\1.-er ba.ck and had never 
heard offeminist liberation. 

The stories suggested Third 
World women were cheap and 

readi y available in any ·ze, shape 
or age, that they !iked to go witb 
foreigne • and men coutd act out 
anysexual fantasy. ond that men 
were even helping the T i d 
World by providing .. em
ployment'". 

Tbe readers were not 
encouraged to think itbout what 
happened to the fi.ve and seven
year~lcl girls provided, for ,sex. 
tDm:ìsts. or aborit the women wbo 
dieci in a bordello fire because 
theywerechained to tbe "'!lfls-

• attend the forum. 
Dr Gachukia recalled the 

NGO stand that if Nairobi 
failed to focus on problems of 
Third World women, then 
they would have failed not 
only as Kenyans but also as 
NGOs. 

"So the presence of so 
many women from Africa arid 
the Third World is a very 
pleasant and a clear indica
tion that we bave succeeded 
in consciousness-awakening," 
Dr Gachukia said. 

Dr Gachukia said that from 
the information she had 
received, the quality of 
Forum discussions at all 

One ofthe articles said D}akarta 
was the new piace to go for sex 
tourists, another advertised mail
order brides for 20,000K. 

Ms Rustad said two per cent of 
ali marriages in West Germany 
now were to Filipina brides; and a 
Swedish crisis centre for women 
reported that 14 per cent of all 
women who went there for help 
were immigrant brides from the 
Third World, some ofwhom were 
simply thrown out on the streets 
when tbeir husbands got sick of 
tbem. Unless they had been 
married for two years they could 
oe deported, and in one case a 
giri had committed suicide 
because she could not stand the 
marriage even for two years. 

Porno.graphic magazin'es 
showed more and more womim in 
their workplace, indicating that 
they were not really doing the job 
they appeared to but were there 
for mento use sexually. 

Pomographic pictures were not 
really of supposedly beautiful 
bodies. but were photographs 
designed to emphasize certain 
part.s of the bodv arid to sexuallv 
arouse. They m'ade women look 
as if they were offering them
selves to everyone, to use as thev 
wanted !1>. The pictures degraded 
al! w0men. not ius+ the ,,,•omen 
in the photogrnphs. 

,Julienne Travers of the Rome 
Feminist Movement said there 
was a new trend for husbànds to 
bring home pomographic video 
films and ask their wives to watch 
them before sex. Some women 
had first said the films were "fun
ny" but later said they were dis-

workshops was "unpreceden
ted". 

Sh~ described level and 
depth of the discussions as 
remarkable, but admitted the 
unexpectedly high numbers 
had caused some problems. 
There were also problems 
caused by people who were 
not familiar with "the spirit 
of Nairobi", a spirit of non
confrontation. 

"On at least two occasions, 
Kenyan women saved the day 
by bringing back discussions 
to where they ought to be, 
reinforcing our stand that we 
did not come to Nairobi for 
confrontation; that Nairobi 
was going to be different from 
Mexico or Copenhagen; that 
we had come here to have 
dialogue and to learn from 
one another," she sai d. 

Dr Gach uki a al so 
emphasised the importance of 
the complementary nature of 
the Forum and the UN con
ference: "At least in the Third 
World, there is no way we can 
operate on our own and 
women's organizations and 
other governmental organiza
tions have to work with their 
governments," she said. • 

Emphasizing her message 
of non-confrontation, Dr 
Gachukia said: "This stili 
remains our stand and this is 
the message we would like 
them to take home. We do not 
gain anything through con
frontation." 

On the use of Kiswahili as 
one of the officiai languages 
at the forum, Dr Gachukia 
said that it had resulted in 
more rural women from 
Kenya, Uganda and Tan
zania attending. "This has 
certainly proved that langu
age can be a barrier to people's 
participation," she said. 

Dr Gachukia was 
impressed with the Maen
deleo ya Wanawake Live 
Workshop, the Tech and 
Tools workshop, the Film 
Festival and the Karibu 
Centre. While ali of them had 

gusted. But if they adrnitted this 
their husbands said they were 
"re pressed". 

Ms Travers said her movernent 
was now linking rape with 
pomography, prostitution and 
child abuse and refused to see 
these as aspects of male 
sexuality . 

"We ·call it 'vicilence of the 
genitals' and 'masturbation with 
a li~ing object', which takes no 
notice of women's sexuality and 
feelings." 

Ms Rustad said equality was a 
useless word in this context. 
Women did not want to rape or 
bave sex with children. They 
wanted equality on a totally dif
ferent basis of sexuality. 

Wornen frorn Zambia and 
Nigeria expressed concern about 
the pornography now beginning 
a subtle infiltration in their 
countries through such things 
as video filrns brought horne as 
presents f'rom abrnad. 

Heather Abeyawardena. of Sri 
I .anka. ·said in the past five vears 
thPrP was hard!,· a film sho,";.,11 in 
h~·r l~ountr~: sultab!e tn; ~ct:rrol 
\ 1C\\·1:1g, nu: t}irv flttréicred 
n1.1rlic•11,:r)~ nf ~ .. -nung ·teeneg-e ht,-,_,.~ 
\\!1ri ·,,·(•re g-eHing- their idras ·of' 
sexu;;itl v iwm ti-;em and re/used 
to sec ll:ére was anvthing wrong 
with it. - -

Margaretta wà Gacheru, of 
Kenya, saià African w,omen were 
being i'affected by tourism and 
that violence towards wornen·, at 
times leading to murder, was 

focussed on fundamental 
issues affecting women, the 
Karibu Centre in particular 
had brought together women 
of ali religions including 
Muslims and Balia'ìs rather 
than just Christians for whom 
it was originally designed. 

Expressing her initial 
desire that Dame Nita 
Barrow, the converior of the 
NGO Forum be allowed to 
address the UN conference, 
Dr Gachukia said that it was 
impor_tant to convey to 
governments at least a 
summary of the concems of 
women as expressed at 
Forum workshops. 

While she considered the 
issues discussed at the UN 
conference very much simil!lr 
to those at the Forum, Dr 
Gachukia pointed out that 
the Forum approach was more 
down to earth and more short
term. 

Dr Gachukia described the 
"Forward looking Strategies 
to the year 2000" as the 
logica! way of looking at the 
women's problems. "We have 
seen that you cannot limit the 
problems of women to a 
decade. There is a limit to 
how much you can achieve in 
any given time. What we 
would like to see is a constant 
review and appraisal based 
on a deadline. Let every five 
years be a period to evaluate 
and see what has happened," 
she said. 

Meetings gave an oppor
tuni ty to participants to 
compare themselves and 
provide impetus to govern
ments to accelerate develop
ment, she said. 

Dr Gachukia conveyed 
great thanks to the entire 
team that had worked with 
her, the rural women who 
provided hospitality to the 
delegates who went to view 
their projects fast weekend 
and to the locai press who had 
made a very positive coverage 
of the Forum. "lt has been a 
terrific experience," she said. 

Unni Rustad' 

due to lack of sensitivity towards 
those who caHed themselves· 
prnstitules, cven though the:,
mav be wornen just trying to ke(';i 
I hc;11sel\'C!S and families alivt·. 

S uree .s s i ~1 ~anni n g p n r -
nugraph1c video games and 
:..;rect ing . ..; cards·. an<l the wav 
'.vome:1 could organize again:.t 
;J 1 ir·11ngrt.~pny, v\as àesc:ibcd L\ 

Aust:alian Geor~_ina Abrahams. 
a rnember ot \'v AVE !Womcn 
Against Violence· and 
Exploitation). 

Men's rnoveme'!tsin sup_po'rt of 
the campaign ·a_ga.ipst por
nography were l!ISO desc.ribed by 
some speakers. ' 

Social 
scientists 
debate 
women 

by Rima Sabban 
Women socia!- scientists held 
a workshop on Thursd~y to 
review the state of studies on 
Arab women as well as issues 
facing them at the economie, 
politica! and socia} levels. 

People sat qn the floors and 
crowded in the hallways to 
attend the 3-hour afternoon 
workshop. Libyan sociologist 
Farida Allaghi moderated the 
pane!. The first Speaker was 
Nahla Haidar, who works for 
the UN: She spoke about the 
negati ve aspects of fun
damentalism on Arab society 
in generai and Arab women in • 
particular. She reviewed the 
basic causes of this trend,· 
emphasizing the role of 
imperialism and internal 
reactionary forces played in 
its rise. 

Haidar said, "Why is it 
after 14 centuries after the 
revelation of the message of 
Islam, our regimes, who 
apparently have no common 
ground, are only united in 
vio!ating people's basic 
human rights through the dis
tortion and misquoting of the 
message oflslam?" 

Saudi Arabian sociologist 
Aisha al-Mane, who has1 
written about women in 
Saudi Arabia in Sisterhood is' 
G!obal, pointed out the disap
pointing fact that the Saudi 
Arabian woman is not 
represented, either • in the 
forum or at the conference. 
She stressed that she carne as 
an individuai so that the 
voice of Saudi women could 
be heard, and hoped the next 
conference Saudi women 
would be represented. 

She said Saudi women 
faced the problem of a high 
leve! of illiteracy, but were 
getting better educated and 
finding new opportunities on 
the labour market. Their 
efforts were affected by oil 
wealth and tbe stereotyped 
view of them reflected by 
Western companies working 
in Sa udi Arabia. 

Asma Khader, a lawyer 
from Jordan, underlined the 
absence of democracy in the 
Arab world. She also noted 
the difference between reality 
and the law as related to the 
status of women. She gave a 
vivid presentation, as a 
lawyer living and working in 
,Jordan and on the occupied 
West Bank, of the difference 
between the law and how it iis 
applied, and how this resulls 
in the adoption of more con
servative code. 

Aziza Hilmi, an Egyptian, 
began by talking in Swahili to 
thank Kenyan women for 
their hospitb.lity. She spoke 
on Arab women and the 
media, and its use in reducing 
illiteracy irnd improving 
women's status in Tunisia. 

Tunisian . writer Khadija 
Sharif spoke about the 
positive aspects of the family 

• code introducèd by President 
Bourguiba, but added that 
women's status in Tunisia did 
not present such a bright 
picture. There were many 
èontradictions, and the fun·
ctamentalist wave was strong. 

Egyptian writer Nadia Atif 
spoke about the economie àis
tortions in Egypt because, oi 
,be open-door po,iicy. Si-,e 
~poke about the new famiìy 
code, and emphasized dif
ference in policy between the 
late President Sadat, and 
Egypt's current President 
Mubarak, ami the impact on 
women . 

Forum'85 



Announcements :1!11 

• • • • dÒcuments, classi"cs, poetry. 1,1 
Schedul_e for Cultura! Events for Honey In The Rock. Everyone tf:tre, b art, . c~drenh'.sb •. t!Jooks, 
July 19 1985 welcome to join and share their th Amlgl_ 00 ~- ~x J1 11 101°3 aht 

• traditions e umce ", .. 11ca1se u y t -
FR~NçH CULTURAL 9-12.30 .ED213 Title changed 26th atlCEAbuilding. 
CElll"TRE on Monrovia Street 1 to: Palestinian Women and Attention Mo.thers and 
blockfromcampus. WomeninSouthAfrica. Dau~hters! Would a·ny 

9-12.30 GW207 Title changed ~ 
► .. 9.00 a.m. - 12.00 ·noon -
Wotkshops - "Artist.s as Agent.s 
for Cultural Development" and 
final follow up networkin·g 
sessions with writers, poeta, 
storytellers, musicians, dancers, 
Theatte people. Edwina Tylor 
will give a special presentation 
with her perçussio~expertise. 

9.00 a:m. - 4.30 p.m. - Open 
schedule for spontaneous sbowing 
of any GO participant.s of their 
videos/films, slides starting with 
Harriet Hirsbom's, "You Can't 
_Die from Not Sleeping". 

12.òO noon ~ 2.00 p.m. -
PERFORMANCE - Dramatic 
.Encountér with Storytellers - Li 
Min Mo, Beth Vaughn, Esme 
Cendrecourt, . Cheryl Byron, 
representatives of Indigenous 
,peoples, 'Maridel Le Seur, 
followed by a performance by 
·Brahma Kumaris. Others 
welcomed to share tneir legends, 
music, poetry a,.nd folklore. Final 
·o.iscussion of Woinen's pian of 
·act.ion for a year of 
lndigenous/lraditional Cultures 
& Oevelopment faciUtated by 
FACE/TWITAS - La Mama in 
New York with CPC-Intemat-
ional. 
GOETHE INSTITUT on 
Monrovia Street 

9.00 a.m. 3.30 p.m. - Rehear
sals for final cultura! c'elebration. 
Everyone welcome. Visual artists 
will contribute their art to a fiQal 
collage/mural. 

5.00 - AT THE CAMPUS 
LA WN - An Arts Fest closing 
the NGO Forum. Final Celebra
tion of Women with ,pi.ul
tina tional artists and Sweet 

to: Womèn Under Occupation. mother/daughter con,erence par-
9-10. 3.0 Chiromo. SLT ticipants please contact 

Workshop move to 12.30!-l.45, Rosemary van Per Laan Te!. 882-
E"DB13. Title: Situation of 336. and/or meet outside the 
lranian Women; Ore: Iranian University workshop (near 
,Independènt Women sGroup. refreshment area on campus) at 

·11-12.30 EDll 7 ew· 12.30 p.m. on Friday July 19. 
workshop scheduled _ room This is in relation to an article on 

b mothers/daughters attending the 
num er omitted in yesterday's conference regarding their aims 
changes schedule. Title: Incest: lò promote women's' issues and 
Cònnections to Addictfon, 
Sexu:ality, Spirituality, and persona! strategies to the year 
lmperial'ism. Org: Twin Cities- 2000• 
IncestConsortium. New venue for "Womèn How Are 

11-12:30 (Hl Workshop moved You _ what have you done for 
to 2-5:30, G09. Title: Networking vour health?" Friday 9-12.30, 
to Promote International 
Literacy in Your Community; now at ED150. 
Org: AAUW-California State 
Division. 

2-5.30 G406 Workshop can-. 
celled. Title: Family Welfare; 
Org: UNA-Sweden. 

2-6:30 G406 Workshop can
celled. Title: Women and the 
Media: Strategies for Change; 
Org: Women's Exclusivè 
Magazine-Zambia. Workshop 
moved to 2-5.30 GW4.06 

etworking to Promote Inter: 
national Literacy in Your Com
munity; Org: AAUW-Califomia 
State Div. 

2-5.30 Chiromo, SLT 
Workshop cancelled. Title: 
Future Research Strategies; Org: 
KEGME. 

4-5.30 GW310A Workshop can
celled. Title: Women in Town
Today and in the Future; Org: 
Women's Building-Forum. 

4-5.30 CLC-Conf. Rm. B 
Workshop cancelled. Title: 
Brainwashing, Burnout and Bat
tering; Org: Health Dimensions. 

Workshop organizer correc
tion: The workshop scheduled for 
9-12::rn at GW 209 entitled 
"Palestinian Women under 
Israeli Occupation" is organized 
hv the Palestinian Women's 
Work Committees in the 
occupied territories. 

Disabled women: a global pian 
of action. Meeting at 1 :30 p.m. 
behind t he Peace Tent. Press 
welcorne. 

Performances, workshops. dis
cussi on s and screening of 
video/film will continue on the 
18th and 19th from 9.00-fi.00 as· 
final davs of the cultura! èvents. 
Specia!Ìy feat ured performers 
.vili be from the 17th to 19th 
Sweet Honev on the Rock. an all
female singing rock group from 
USA. 

Friday, 19 July 12::30 ED2 Aida 
"--------------------.---------' nino. delegation of E~ypt: The 

Workshop: Women helping. 
women", Fridav_ July 19th 1985 
rrom 9-10.30 a.m. in the Junior 
Common Roorn Taifa Hall. Spon-

·so red by the lnternational 
, Council of Jewish Women, the 
worksliop .. wi11 examìne how 
women around the worJd can help 
each other in the fields of educa
tion, health and employment. 
Majeedah Rahman of Project 
Medie!!! _Relief will report on 
community on Friday, 19th of 
,July, 11.00-12.30 at the Christian 
Leadership centre Auditorium, 
Conference Room B.· There will 
be a food demonstration 
instructing how to use Tofu (bean 
curd) in traditional African 
cooking, and cooking with less 
sodium and fats. 
Kwaho Demonstration Classes 
for delegates from Kenya and 
other tropica! developing- coun
tries a:nd intemational aid 
organizations: Rural domestic 
water treatment and- cultivation 
of a multipurpose "clarifier-tree" 
(Moringà oleifera). 10-11 a.m. 
English with Kiswahili (Transla
tion available). Kimbo Kitchen 
3rd Floor Maendeleo Hse. 
Global Action projects seminar 
of the Virginia Gildersleeve lnter
national Fund for University 
Women will be held from 2.00 to 
:uo p.m. on Friday, July 19 in 
Gandhi Wing 207. Projects which 
the Gildersleev.e Fund has 
assisted in Africa and look at 
c6nferences in t he South Pacific 
area will be discussed. 
Africa Adorned and 
Maasai/Nomads of Niger Lec
t ure /S li de Kenva National 
Muse.um July 19th 7 p.m., Angela 
Fisher, ,July 23rd 7 p.m. Caro! 
Beckwith. July 24th 7 p.m. 
Angela Fisher. 
African Heritage Cafe ,July 19th 
8.30 p.rn. Caro! Beckwith, ,July 
21st 8.:30 p.m. AngeÌa Fisher, ,July 

22nd 8.30 p.m. Caro! Beckwith, 
,July 26th 8.30 p.m. Angela 
Fisher. 

• etworkin~ workshop by ·Ass. 
ofBlack women in Wigler Educa
ti on changed to Norfolk 
Ballroom, Friday 19 at 9-11.30 , 
a.m. 

There will be a Juncheon for ali 
the Muslim Girls School at 12.30. 
tbe Muslim Girls school at 12.30. 
Ptease meet at Chester HoUse on 
h:oinange Street at 12.00 for 
'cransportation. 

The indi(enous women of the 
NGO Forum are calling for a 
Press conference on Friday July 
19 at 1.00 p.m. The Press con
ference will be held behind the 
Peace Tent. The failure of the UN 
Conference to recognize the 
indigenous women's request to 
address the officiai UN con
ference will be addressed. 

Wilp.rs WÒduhop Il: Women 
Peace and Politics, (moc!ei:ato~ 
Tyra pangberg and Bàit As) 
Friday 19th GW 209 11.00-12.30 
p.m. 
Reward' Lost small, green clothe
covered notebook filled with 
names, addresses of Forum 
delegates. Not worth much 
monev, but priceless to me. 
Return to "Lost and Found" 
Education Building 1st Floor. 

Anti-apartheid work in ' and 
Europe workshop has formed an 
fn1ern11tinnal Anti-Apartheid 
Network. Please leave vour name 
or organisation name • at ICA W 
cornmunication table fnr women 
nf color. 

Attention ali workshop leaders' 
Rememher vou are invited to 
submit a recÒrd of vour activity to 
the Forum NGO Plannin~ Com
mittee. If form needed see NGO 
Prog. officer in Ed. Building. 

Donovan Maule Dinner 
Theatre Parliament Road 
between Harambee Ave, Invites 
You to Our Festival of Performing 
Arts Prepared For The UN 
DECADE for WOMEN'S CON
FERENCE 7th-25th July, 1985 
Dinner from 1:00 p.m. Daily 
rheatre at 6.00 p.m. and 8.00 
p.m. 
[N solidarity with the struggles 
3f South Africa • and Namibia, 
NGO Forum 85 delegates will 
bave a press conference in front of 
the education bldg on Friday 19th 
at 1.00 Members of SW APO and 
ANC will be present to answer ' -
questions. 

"It works better with women". 
A workshop on women's 
grassroots • ,dèvelopment 
projects from nine countrfos: 
PhiUppiness, epal, India, 

omalia, Bourkina Faso, 
Domin icàn Repu blic, Bt'azil, 
Peru will be conducted by 
Women's Organisation for_ 
Equality (WOE). an inter
.national, _feminist group from' 
Bnissels, Belgium on Friday 19th 
,July at 9-10.30 in GW 120. 
Women • in the :Dominican 
Republic Video. July 19, Il.15 
à.m. in ,thePeaceTen. 
Co~e~ to the Development 
Closing session, Friday, July 19, 
1985. 2 to 5 in Taifa Hall to 
discuss ideas and strategies for 
the future that carne out of 
workshops. 

e"Dans cette oeuvre de 
transformation des mentalités 
ou au debut, nous nous heur
tions non seulement aux-"·-'
hommes wais aussi a des 
femmes qui, par ignorance, 
voulaient conserver leur vieux 
statut de dependance, la voie 
est a .present ouverte Pour de 
nouveaux oroàés." Tunisia. Come a.nd visit the Ken~•n \.\ater 

t\1r Heal1h r;!anization 
('I{ AHO) .·tane! at the Maen· 
deleo con1pound. Film of 
KWAHO water projects showingc 
dai lv al l 0.:J0. 11.30. 12.a0. 1.30. 
3.:3Ò and ClO. Ali projects were 
in~pired hy women and wm
Bleted by K\\AHO wMking wi1h 
l,ocal people and volun ary 
~1.rganizat iun.. Demon,;trati n 
tia'nd pumps. new ventila1ed pi1 
futrìne. ;;l1>Ve and wash, tand on 
iìhow. Also KWAHO T-shirts, 
hags and Kikoyis on sale. 

"If you want peace, fight 
against USA and Soviet" will be 
held on Fridav • 19, 12.30 in the 
little tent in· the Peace Tent. 
Women's front from Norwav are 
arrang"ing it. • 

Zimbabwe Trade Unionist will 
be holding a workshop on 
"Women in the Trade Unions 
(Problems, etc.) at Mhoya Hall 
Universitv Centre from 9-10.30 
a.m. on .Julv 19. 

position of the group of ì7 in the 
conference. Leticia Sh·ahani (or 
representative) update on 
developments in the conference 
and ol.1tlook for its second week. 

Workshop "Aborted 
Revolut ions ., should be cali ed 
"Betraved Revolutions". Fridav 
.July 19. J0-12 at the Peace Tent.· 

Workshop changeS 
Since 1974; women from ali coun
tries and ali times: fiction ·essays, 

Development Theme come tot he 
Development "Wrap-Up" Frida~· 
.Julv 19. 198.'i. 2-fi and share the 
pian., ~•ou have made for t he 
fu1ure. 

i~rassroots Grapev1ne 
Women who want to be 
:women learned how to do just 
1that at a workshop yesterday 
'ffom a man. We are keeping 
his name secret for security 
reasons - not everyone is as 
keen on freedqm of speech as 
:everyone else. 
, ; But you might like to know 
',what he said, in case vou 
·come across him again. "Girls 
and boys are not born the 
same," he pointed out (shock, 
horror). Women in the US 
and the Soviet Union both 
had the housework dumped 
on them - therefore this was 
the natural state of affairs, 
ladies, and not the result of 
different economie systems. 

*** 
One snappy bit of advertising 
you may have missed -
'.'Come into the Maharàja's 
for mild, medium and hot". 
Mild medium and hot 

July 19 

Maharajas? What an income
generating activity. 

**** 
And here's another from a 
hairdresser's in the town 
centre: come curi up and dye. 
l've been wanting to do that 

ali week; things have been 
getting far too hairy .... 

***** 
Here's another from our horde 
of Freidan-watchers. The 
lady was headed for her tree 
for the usual spot of dialogue, 
when she was brought up 
short by a group of yogis 
meditating quietly under the 
self-same tree. What to do? 
The only other tree nearby 
was occupied by a group of 
lranian women. 

With. a friendly bit of 
meditation from Edith Bal
lantyne, the meditators went 
undisturbed ,· and the Iranians 

, -, f • 

agreed to bring proceedings to 

an end and vacate the tree 
by 12. Meanwhile, Betty com
promised by choosing a spot 
between two trees, halway 
between heaven and hell. 

*** 
Many people are getting tired 
and over-emotional as Forum 
85 winds down. Down in this 
newspaper basement, where 
brows gleam with sweat and 
girls develop muscles from 
typing out stories faster than 
the speed of light to catch the 
printers deadlines, we have 
had ali sorts of ugly slurs 
hurled at us. 

Any announcement that is 
mislaid, or cut, or held over to 
the next day is - oh so clearly 
- the result of major political 
decisions. And as for letters to 
th:e editor, well! If that very 
important point that was 
made has noti got in, wat.ch 
out: for heli ·hat~ no fury .... 

2-3.30 CLC-Conf. Rm B New 
Workshop. Title; Lesbians Speak 
Out; Org: Health Dimensions. 
2~3.30 CLC-Music Rm New 
workshop. Title: Ending 
Hunger/Medical Relief to Famine 
Victims; Org: The Hunger Pro
ject: Medicai Volunteers Int'I: 
2-3.30 Mboya Hall New 

' workshop. Title: Exploitation of 
Women in Transnational Cor
porations; Org: World Peace 
Council. 
4-,5.30 ,Jr Common Rm. New 
Workshop. Title: Migrant, 

,Irnmigrant and Refugee Women: 
' Org: Women's Decade Action 

Cttee for Migrant, Immigrant 
: and Refugee Women. 
4-5.30 ED102 New work
shop. 1'i1Je: TraditionaJ Health 
Awareness; Org: ROO1' . 
4-fi.:30 EIJJ 17 ew workshop. 
Title: Education, World, Welfare 
and Home; Org: Women's Ha:J of 

• Sakai City. 
4-,5.30 ED118 workshop can
celled. Title: Women's Libraries 

, and Women's_ lnformation; Org: 
Int'l Archief voor ,de Vrouwen
beweging. 
4.5.30 ED 204 Title: Women and 
Men in diferent Counties; 

.Org: Fed. Internacional de 
Abogadas. New workshop 
scheduled for 4-5.30, ED 204 
Title: , afegunrding World Peace 

, Against . uclear War; Org: 
I Congress ofCanadian_Women. 
·cHANGES FOR JULY 19 Page 

•4-5.30 EDB-13 N;w Workshop. 
Title: Prostitutio'n; Org: 
lndividuaJ. 
4-5.30 G203 Workshop cancelled
scheduled twice. Title: Special 
RQle of Women in Education for 
Peace. 1 ew woikshop secheduled 
for 4-5.30, G203. Title: Women 
and Peace; Org: Movement 

, Democratic of Isra:el. 
4•5.30 G212 ~ew workshop. Title: 
Star Wars; Org; Inst. for Security 

~and Co-operation in Outer Space. 
• 4-5.30 GW203 ew workshop. 
•Titlc: Beyond War-A ewWay 
ofThinking; Org; Beyond War. 

• 4-5,30 GW207 ew workshop. 

Title: Models of Urban/Run,.. 
Community Oevclopment in the 
USA; Org: ational Congress of 
neighbourhood Women. 
4-5.30 GW310A New workshop. 
Title; Women iq Town -Today 
and in the Future; Org: Women's 
"Buildini:· Forum. 
4-5.30 GW2ll New workshop. 
Title: International Solidarity 
\Vork in Support ofSWAPO and 
Namibian Struggle; Org: 
SWAPO Women's Solidaritv 
Campàign/Nambia Suppor\ 
Cttee. 
4-5.30 GW535 New· workshop. 
Title: Women in Development; 
Org: Alt Pakistan Women"s 
Assoc. 
4-5.:30 Chiromo, SLT-B New. 
.workshop. Title: Developing 
Tratning Programs for Trade 
Union Women; Org: Project for 
the Development of Caribbean 
Womeii in Trade Unions. 
4.5.30 CLC-Conf Rm A New 
workshop. Title: Lesbian Dis
crimination a~d Liberation in 
Spain: Org: GLAL. 
4-5.:30 CLC-Conf Rm B 
Workshop moved to J uly 16. 
Title: Psychological Health of 
Mothers and Children in Rural 
Communities; Org: Univ. of 
Iowa. New workshop scheduled 
for Conf. Rm B, 5-5.30. Title: 
Brainwashing, Burn-out, and 
Battering-Global Comparisons; 
Org: Health Dimensions. 
4-5.30 CLC-Music R, New 
workshop. Title: Education in 
Kuwait, Org: Kuwaiti NGO 
Delegation. 
4.5.30 Mboya Hall New 
workshop. Title: Triple Oppres
si on bf Women: Racism, 
Apartheid, National 
Chauvanism; Org: World Peace 
Council. • 

Additional workshops in new 
Jocation July 19 
9-10.30 University Hall 
(Residence Hall 7) Workshop 
mo:ved from July 18, 9-10.30, 
'GW209. Title:· Organizing 
Grassroots Women's Centres; 

Org: Housewives in Dialogue. 
11-12.30 Univ Hall) New 
workshop. Title: Three Case 
Studies çn Attempts to organize 
Women in Rural India; Org: 
Individuai Bedi Harvinder. 
:2-3.30 Univ. Hall New orkshop. 
Title: Les Femmes Artisans Prin-

, ciplaux du Development Rural; 
,Org: AFFDU/ACAFOM. 

Quotes 
e"Women must not be deterred :--, 
by the fact that progress mignt 
not meet everybody's expec
tations ... the end of the Decade, 

'is not an end, it is only a begin-. 
ning." Austria. 
•"There is a need to emphasize 
the similarities between women 
of different cultura!, socio
eco nomi c, politica! or 
ideologica! 
backgiounds .... Venezuela now 
has a politica! programme for 
future action for women ... and 
is considering a new policy on 
abortion that will be in keeping 
with the realities of !ife and 
with the recommendations of 
the World Health 

• Organization." V~nezuela. 
e"A programme is nneded to 
developtroen • concurrently w.ith 
women. Wòmen's equality 
and development is not the 
exclusive responsibility of 

. women. The task must be borne 
• by men as well." Thailand. 
e"At present t.he ,women's 
cause needs to be constantly 
argued ... special programmes 
are stili riecessary to assist 
women ... Australia has yet to 
provjde sat,isfactory soç_ial and . 
economie status to its indei-' 
genous peoples; it has recent-
tly set up a task force to _ 
investigate Aboriginal women's 
needs and to advise on 
appropriate policie.s and 
programmes.''. Australia. 
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Filrn·turore tò be settled 
Dame Nita Barrow used ali 
her powers of persuasion 
yesterday to stop a group of 
women film-maker fr.om 
marching out through the 
streets of Nairobi to protest 
the confiscation of a film by 
the Kenyan authorities after 
it had been passed for 
viewing. 

The film in question was 
made by Lebanese film
maker Heiny Srour called 
"Laila and the Wolves - the 
Hidden History of Women in 
Palestine and Lebanon", was 
one of a series passed to the 
censorship board as a priority 
earlier this week, and was 
later approved for screening 
at the Filmforum. It was due 
'to be sh<1wn oQ Thursday 
aftemoon and the date and 
time was announced, but it 
was taken from the National 
Film Theatre by the authori
ties on W ednesday. 

The women wno had gone 
to view the film, along with 
an international group of 
film-makers, gathered around 
Heiriy• Srour for an ad hoc 
press èonference on the green 
lawn at the University of 
Nairobi campus yesterday 
afternoon. Dame Nita 
suggested that the issue be 
thrashed out in the Peace 
Tent, away from people who 
had nothing to do with the 
Forum. • 

She headed to the Peace 
Tent, asking only Forum 
women delegates to follow 
her. There she made sure the 
tent was cleared of "ali men". 
She said she didn't want 
"gentleman of the Pre 
security or snoops". Dame 

ita aid, "I do not like to 
bring security in because I 
feel I can reason with 
women". 

She tben told the women 
tbey were free to hold a ma.rch 
if they wi hed, but she would 
ask them to band in their 
Forum badges on tbe way out 
òf the university to protect 
the interests of the other 
women at the conference. 
Nothing would come of such a 
march, she said, .but 
something migbt come of ber 
efforts to negotiate an accep
table solution. 

She had every res~ct for 
Srour as a film-maker and 
knew ber work, Dame Nita 
said. But she pointed out that 
the problem about the film 
may bave arisen beclj.use 
another Lebanese film-maker 
had shown a film that was dif
ferent from what had been 
described in the documenta
tion attached fo it. She did 
not feel anyone should be 
punished for this, and if the 
women would ai;ree she would 
wòrk t hrnugh t be night to 
ensure that the film wnuld be 

Conference in 
its stride 
by Alex Marshall 
The Conference got into its stride 
yesterday - but those square 
brackets are beginning to look 
like barbed-wire entanglements, 
threatening some nasty falls next 
week. The square brackets are 
round the paragraphs of the draft 
Conference document not yet 
agreed even in draft farm, and 
they amount to nearly a third of 
the text. Just how dangerous 'the 
areas within can be was seen 
yesterday. 

Committee I was on the point 
of adopting -, had in fact Jet the 
gavel fall on a paragraph dealing 
with the effect on women of the 
world economie situation :_ when 
the United States suddenly 
raised vigorous objection. There 
followed a skirmish between the 
us and Syria, who argued that 
since the gavel had fallen discus
sion was • aver and couldn 't be 
reopened. 

Undignified to say the least. 
and it indicates• how deep the 
passions run. The language of the 
paragraph concerned is dense, 
almost incomprehensible, with 
its references to Charters, resolu
tions and strategies.But such 
arcana are the stuff of Con
ferences such as this and they 
conceal real differences o·f 
approach. 

"The paragraphs are drafted in 
such a way as to indicate that 1 he 
world is on the brink of collapse, 
that we.'re on the brink of an 
international economie crisis. 
that the economie situation is 
constantly getting worse - r.one 
of which is true that the 
developed countries are to blame 
for this, ànd th-at 
therefore it is up to the developed 
countries to make moves in arder 
to improve the situation far the 
developing countries." 

"In fact, the trend is in the 
•. right directio.n and we should 

build on that rather than attempt 
to overturn the ptogress that has 
been made in the last year and a 
half." 

So said an American delegate, 
quoting recent economie surveys 
in his support. But tl1e view of a 
developing country delegate was 
that "the paragraphs are 
reafistic, because tne current
economic situation is a terrible 
one. Maybe there has been an 
improvément in western Europe, 
but we still have not seen the 
improvement in most of the 
developing countries." 

That's it in a nutshell. No one 
denies that the economie situa
tion affects women and their 
chances far equality, develop
ment and peace. But from the 
Reagan standpoint, things are 
improving and will eventually 
affect women favourably. The 
developing nations see their 
situation as bad, and getting 
worse. Women, they say, will con
tinue to suffer because ofit. 

Where do we go from herr'.' 
Economie analys1,s - even 
western ones - differ. Agreement 
is unlikely. But as one suave con
ference veteran put it "there is a 
way of finding a compromise 
which will take care of the need, 
of both sides. sometimes, some 
ambiguity is necessary in order to 
ta ke care of' t he concerns of ali 
states." And as another old hand 
put it, "Brother, you can say that 
again." 

Quotes 
e"The eradication of poverty 
- experienced dispropor-
t ionately by women and 
children - must inclu~e hetter 
shelter, water and waste dis
posal in poorest countries and 
must directlv involve the 
people liv~ng there." 
e"The Chinese constitution 
specifies the equa! rights of 
women and men ... difficulties 
stil! exist: China is a developing 
country with a huge population' 
and a· relatively weak economie 
base and so can not yet do al! 
that it wishes to do. And feudal 
vestiges of male superiority and 
traditional prejudices have not 
yet been complete!y · wiped 
out.·• China. 

D,me Nita Barrow calming down the film furore at the Peace Teni. 

shown. 
Heiny Srour then 

addressed the packed peace 
tent, and said she did not 
understand how a film could 

be withdrawn once it had 
been passed for screening.• 
She said a feature film on 
lsraeli women had been 
shown earlier in the week with 

no problem, so "why on earth 
can't a film on Arab women 
be sbown", She said. 

After a 1;ood dea! of discus
sion, it was agree<l t hat a 

Opinions out in the open 
by Miriam Habib and 
Maria Elena Hurtado 

Under a grey sky in tbe great 
court yesterday set up 
displays around tbe 
periphery. They made their 
statements with photographs, 
stickers, posters, scribbled 
banners and their countries' 
hand-crafted articles. 

Anyone ready to stop and 
listen could get a brief 
account of a country or com, 
munity and the plight of its 
women. Greek women of 
Cyprus, women of the Sahara 
and lraqi women were among 
tbc first to find strategie posi
tions for their displays. 
Messages were politica! as 
with Greece and Nicaragua, 
or socia! as· with the NGO 
from Calcutta inviting 
signat ures for a peti ti on to 
award tbe deat.h penalty to a 

man guilty of killing a giri 
who refused his sexual advances 

For two hours, women from 
Latin America, Asia and 
Africa gathered together in 
the university lawns to 
express their solidarity with 
Nicaragua and wish the 
Sandinista revolution, 6 years 
old today, a long and 
prospero1:1s !ife. 

Some Latin American 
women fa ted for peace 
replicating the action of 
Father MigueJ D'Escoto 

icaraguan Foreign Mini ter 
who started a fast on JuJy the 
7th "for peace in defence of 
!ife and against terrorism ". 

Support was received from 
many countries, including 
severa! speakers from the US. 
among them Bella Abzug who 
was cbeered when she said 
that the US people as 
opposed to the government 
"were certainly against US 
intervention" in Nicaragua. 
She expressed the hope that 
women in Nairobi would take 
their protest on Nicaragua 
back to their governments. 

Japan's NGOs anti-nuclear 
weapons campaii;n is con
spicuous bere as it is in most 
world conferences. Apartheid 
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Pie by Stephenie Hollyman 

is on everyone's agenda with 
the SWAPO and sympathetic 
groups campaigning 
vigorously. 

"Free our Mother Africa" 
their slogans demanded. It 
was a truly international 
women's fair, pamphlets, fact 
sheets, pins and scarves were 
freely distributed. The 
solitary large tree in front of 
the Education Building also 
decorateci with posters has 
sheltered many an informai 
workshop under its tall 
1:!ranches during this Forum 
'85. 

Thursday was a day of 

"happenings", a day of doing 
your own thing out in the 
open, ot speaking freely and 
buiJding under tanding. It 
wa_ Hyde Park in ai robi! 

. Soon th~ centrai space 
f1Jled up w1th more special 
interest clusters and 
womankind had taken up the 
open ground. 

A cl.ance by Masai women 
attracted an admiring circle, 
attention is riveted on their 
elaborate costumes of 
coloured bead collars, their 
shaven heads and their bright 
cotton robes. 

12 Printed offs'it iitho at Changamwe Road, Nairobi, by Nation Nrmçpapers Limited. H()x 49010. Nairob( 

meeting would be held at 10 
à.m. thfs morning (Friday} to 
fill Forum participan in or 
the succe , o.r otherwise of 
Dame Nita's efforts, and to 
announce a new time for the 
film to be shown. It would 
have to be shown before 5 
today when the Forum comes 
to an end. 

~ater in the aftern()on, 
Hemy Srour, surrounded by 
film-makers from other Asian 
and European countries, 

. debated the question • of cen
sorship. Some of the women 
expressed a feeling that 
politica] questions had 
entered into the subject of 
which films were to be shown, 
and that Asian women had 
not had a fair chance. 

La conference 
officielle 
Le regard de l'Europe de l'est 
s'est posé sur la Conférence et 
Mme Irina Bokova, membre 
de la délégation bulg11,re l'a 
présenté aux participantes du 
Forum, le 18 Juillet. Aupara
vant, la secrétaire générale 
adjointe de la Conférence, 
Mme Chafika Sellami
Meslem, devait faire un 
résumé de l'examen et de 
l'évaluation par les gouvern
ments des résultats de la 
décennie. 

Mme Sellami- Meslem 
insiste sur le fait que ces 
gouvernements reconnaissent 
!es obstacles à la mise en 
piace de stratégies pour la 
participation des femmes; Ils 
ont pour noms:-attitudes, 
culture, stéréotypes, manque 
de ressources ce qui signifie la 
mise à l'écart des projects 
pour les femmes; monque de 
considération de l'aspect 
femmes dans la planidica
tion, la conceptualisation et 
l'évaluation des plans, 
législation; elle a évolué, des 
textes existent, mais la mise 
en oeuvre reste à faire, par
ticipation politique: malgré 
!es efforts, !es résultats sont 
faibles. 

D'autres prohlémes ont été 
soulevés qui ont trait à la 
coopération technique, à la 
nécessi té d'une recon
naissance effective des 
mécanismes nationaux. 

Un dncument a été produit 
qui permet de rendre visible 
la contribution économique 
'des femmes dans le secteur du 
déve lopmen t. De man ière 
1;lobale quell!) est la vision de 
l'Europe de l'est par rapport à 
la Conférence? Mme Bokova 
note l'importance de liens 
entre !es déléi;uées gouver
nementales et !es Organisa
tiorts non gouvernementales 
qui se trouvent à la base. 

Un des résultats de la 
désolution des problémes des 
pays socialistes sont diférents 
des autres, pays car la ques
tion des femmes n'est pas 
isolée mais a toujours une 
connotation sociale, économi
q ue, politique. "Il faut 
d'abord résoudre ces 
problémes avant de résoudre 
!es problémes des femmes". 
Pour les Buli;ares, il s'agit 
d'aider !es femmes à remplir 
leurs diférents roles dans la 
société: en tant que mères, 
que personnes dans la vie 
publique et qu'individu 
devant participer aux prises 
de décision. Mme Irina 
Bokova, passant en revue les 
différentes conférences de la 
décennie, note que tous !es 
pays de l'Est ont signé la Con
vention sur l'éìimination de 
toute forme de discrimination 
envers !es femmes. Cette con
vention devrait aider à arriver 
à l'égalité de jure et de facto. 

Forum '85 
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