
Nairobi, Monday, July 22, 1985 

Clarion cali to 
Sign the Convention - put it 
into pracl ice; take a new look 
at the economie crisis; work 
for world peace; human 
rights; facilities for work, 
education, health. These were 
just somè ofthe issues partici-· 
pants in Forum '85 wanted 
taken up at the UN End of 
Decade Conference. 

Forum journalists spoke to 
severa! women before Forum 
'85 ended officially on Friday 
to pinpoint issues of concern 
to participants. These issues 
can be grouped under five 
major headings. Women 
north and south said they 
wanted action taken on these 
issues by their governments 
and were planning to take 
action once they were back 
home. 

1-The Convention: 
Almost every woman we 

spoke to wanted her govern
ment to sign the_ Corwention 
on Elimination of Ali Forms 
of Discrimination Against 
Women. Those whose govern
ments had signed "with reser
vations" wanted the full text 
approved. • Ali expressed the 
hope that governments would 
not stop at the signing stage, 
but ensure implementa
tion. Many women also 
wanted family laws in their 
countries changed. 

As journalist Zahra 
Tamoun of Marocco put it, 
"As a f).rst stage, we want the 

. minimum the UN has passed, 
and then we wan t i t 
implemented." Maria 
Dolores Robles of Argentina 

commented: "We want our 
Congress t0 vote for reforms of 
the law that gives husbands 
legai rights over the family 
the law on divorce and fo; 
equa! rights forali children". 
Il- Economie Rights: 

"The women's unemploy
ment rate is rising four times 
fa5ter than men's," declared 
Betty Tebbs, National 
A'isembly of Women, Britain. 
The adverse impact on 
women ofthe increasingly dif
ficult world economié situa
tion united north and south. 
As Susanne Schunter
Kleeman of the Federai 
Republic of Germany noted, 
"Women had to return to 
t.heir homes because of the 
last year's economie crisis 
and many factories where 

women worked were closed." 
The voices ofthe south sho

wed their greater suffering. 
Dominga Mercado of the 
Association of Housewives of 
Poor Urban Neighbourhoods 
in Bolivia said, "Food must 
be sent directly from the fac
tories to people's· organiza
tion. We must have food, 
better wages, jobs. What's the 
point. of vaccination cam-

• paigns if we do not have 
food?" 

Lucia Meiia, also of Bolivia 
(Peasant Federation), urged 
the UN "not .to concern itself 
only with upper class women. 
Give peasant women training, 
teach them to stand up for 
their rights, give them better 
pay so they do not have to • 
migrate to the cities. Do 
something about 
malnourished children, and 
give a piece of land where 
peasant women can meet." 

Said Ligia Prieto Centurion 
of Paraguay, "Mothers do hot 

. get any help fròm th.e tate . 
. Even pri mary education is 
not atcl!Sl ible for per ·cent 
rjf ali girls. Women do not 
have access to medicai aid. 

continued on Page 8 

Singing 
for peace 
Page-3 

Consensus or confrontation? 

The heartbeat of Forum '85 
was an African drum. Thou
sands of pairs of hands picked 
up the rythm at the multi
cultural concert which ended 
the )O days of activity, 
events, discussions and 
displays. Women clapped, 
swayed and danced as African 
village groups sang a joyful 
climax to the Forum. Others 
who appeared on stage 
included Caribbean and 
Nigerian groups, an 
Australian Aborigine and a 

northern Norwegian, who 
both sang unusual melodie 
songs, a dancer from 
Thailand, Sweet Honey on 
the Rocks from the United 
States, Nairobi 
schoolchildren and a group of 
handicapped children who 
won the hearts of the 
audience. 

The secretary-general of 
the Women's Decade Con
ference Mrs Leticia Shahani 
stepped onto the stage half-

way through the perfor
in ance s to assure the 
departing Forum participants 
that their concems were the 
concerns of the conference 
and their voice would be 
heard in their deliberations. 

Among the others who 
addressed the closing session 
were Dr Gachukia, Culture 
and Socia! Services Minister, 
Kenneth Matiba and the 
Forum convener Dame Nita 
Barrow. 

by Alex Marshall 
"I am not among those who 
are pessimistic about the 
out.come of this Conference," 
said a developing country 
delegate on Saturday. "We 
are interested in conciliation 
and agreement and we believe 
that we can get it". 

After one week of the Con
ference, this delegate is not 
alone - but it is significant 
that she made a point of her 
optimism. As the Conference 
broke for the weekend, Com
mittee I had discussed 206 of 
the 236 paragraphs of the 
Strategies document assigned 
to it, Committee II had dis
cusse d 106 of its 137 
pàragraphs. But both Com
mittees madeprogressonly by 
rrieans of deferring discussion 
on paragraphs in dispute, 
sending them to informai dis
cussion groups, or taking note 
of dissent with the intention 
of returning to them later, or 
sending them to formai 
"negotiating groups". The 
two negotiating groups were 
meeting over the weekend 
and were expected to report 
progress by this morning. 

The question is, how much 
progress will they report? The 
pending paragraphs - 34 in 
Committee I and 13 in Com
mittee II - are relatively few 
in number but contain the 
most explo t e issues before 
the Conference: peace, • the 
world economie situation, 
and the use of the word 
"zionism". 

The heat of the discussion 
in Committee I, ever since the 
"peace" item was introduced, 

does not seem a hopeful sign. 
Progress was so slow on 
Friday that Mrs Cecilia 
Lopez, of Colombia, was only 
with difficulty persuaded not 
to resign the Chair. 

Yet some observers, 
making a comparison with 
the Copenhagen Conference 
iri 1980, find the atmosphere 
in Nairobi more consfructive, 
and delegates readier to give 
way in t he name of consensus. 
Perhaps the long confronta
tion in the preparatory com
mittees and in New York last 
month has produced more 
than square brackets. 

"There is a wit here, a 
lightness of touch that was 
missing in Copenhagen," was 
one remark after Saturday 
morriing's discussion, which 
featured the first head-on 
collision between the US and 
the USSR. The subject - the 
extension of the arms race to 
outer space - was grim. The 
tone was not. It was more like 
one of those choreographed 
wrestling .matches the 
western public likes so much, 
where dramatic sweating and 
groaning take the piacé of real 
effort and pain. 

As entertainment, however, 
it failed to impress some 
delegations. "We.do not want 
to see this Conference used as 
a platform for the launching 
of missiles," said a delegate 
from Trinidad and Tobago. 
She • commented that while 
economie, socia! and politica! 
issues were relevant to 
women, nevertheless "we 
have to be càreful not to 
repeat U:ie debates which are 

going on in other forà; We 
s~.,,uld at ali times focus upor 
how things impact on womer
and the kind of contributior 
women can make to politica! 
socia! and economie develop 
ment. We cannot lose sight o, 
that." 

The façt that many of thl 
economie and politica· 
paragraphs in the draf1 
Strategies document were pu: 
there at the behest uf th, 
Group of 77 developing coun
tries does _not, in this view 
mean that the Group i·· 

continued on Page 8 

Seeks men's 
development 
104 resolutions will b, 
gathered at the UN today 
One of the resolutions whid
will call upon attention i,•. 
submitted by Thailan, 
asking for men's participatim • 
to reach the objective of th 
Decade. The resolution cali 
upon Governments t; 
promote the active participa 
tion of men in women',, 
development programme~-
and projects. . 

The Thai spokewoman a: 
the plenary debate put it thi .· 
way: "What is apparenti ; 
needed is a programme t . 
develop men concurrentl 
with the women so thi.: 
attitudes can be improved. , 
have the conviction tha., 
women's quality and develoi.·; 
ment is NOT the exclush ;; 
prerogative and res~n\'ìibilit , 
of women .. .it is a task; tht· 
must be bgme by men as weJ; 
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lndigenous women form 
global links 
b_y Ruth Seiigman 

Janet McCloud/Y et-si-blue. 

The natural connection one 
group of women fe~ls with. 
their sisters worldw1de has 
been strengthened through 
. the sharing they've done at 
Forum '85. 

They are the women 
indigenous to their lands. 
While their regional concerns 
may be specific, they share a 
history, in both their glorious 
ancient days and the more 
tragic recent past and the 
simjlarity grows with each 
retelling. 

"We are learning so much 
bere," said Jo Willmot, an 
Aboriginal Australian who 
attended a Tuesday workshop 
on the Indigenous Women's 
Viewpoint, led by Native 

American women, ''We feel 
that everything they have to 
say is exactly the same." 

Janet McCloud/Yet-Si
Blue, a Tulalip native from 
Washington State, who is a 
member of the grassroots 
Leadership Delega tion to 
Forum '85, described 
activities in the US that have 
brought Native American 
women together to address 
-their concerns. 

She said that though she 
and other Native Americans 
have established net-working 

,links in recent years, being 
logether at the Forum has 
given the women a chance to 
exchan~e persona! stories 
and reinforce the connection• 
they feel. 

McCloud attributed to a 
his

0

tory of victimisation the 
tendency of Indigenous 
Women to blame themselves 
for problem they face. "It's 
very ea y tç, put another 

• lndian women down," she 
said .. "l've seen that happen. 
But we must pick each other 
up. We bave seen here that we 
all have the ame problems." 

McCloud recounted a 
Native· American story about 
how ali the tribes got ~ogether 

to speak one word that was 
common to each language, 
whièh at the beginnìng of 
days, enabled them to hold 
up· the sky . 

Willmot and Sherry 
Wilsori, a Native American 
of the Winnebago Tribe, put 
their concerns in the same 
order of priority. "Land is 
fi.rst "said Wil on, describing 

ative American opposition 
to uranium mining on Indian 
lands. "The uranium is used 
for théir nuclear weapons. 
We're opposed to that and 
that's also why we have so 
much trouble pressing our 
right to 011r land." 

Ngarrawu Mununggurr, an 
Aboriginal woman of 
Yirrkala, Australia, said she 
lives on the site ofthe biggest 
uranium mine in the world. 
She described tactics in her 
country that she said were· 
designed to "divide and con
quer" the tribes and prevent 
them from getting together to 
press for their rights. 

"Two different tribes are 
getting royalties from the· 
mining. That keeps them 
apart," said Mununggurr. 
Both groups of women agreed 
that -rac.ism was a dose 
second in the concerns. "It 
·affects everything. even our 
attitudes about ourselves." 

Willmot said she had been 
'most inspired by the work 
described by Marsha 
Gomez. a Choctaw and 
Mexican American, who told 
of taking exhibitions of 
Indigenous art around the. 
US. "These are practical 
things we can do. We bave 
been. thinking that Au ~r.alia 
is too big. But we've learned 
heaps about how the Native 
Americans have dividerl their 
region into nortf:twest, 
southwest. and i::entraì 
America and Latin America. 
We'll definitely take that 
home with us." 

Deepest desire f or Namibia 
independent 
by E~nice Mathu 
"Many people think that the 
Namibian issue is just 
apartheid ... we are fighting 
for the independence of 
Namibia from the colonialist 
rule of South Africa and we 
only happen to have a 
common .enemy .with black 
South Africans." In these 
words, Dr Aniathila Liber
tina, a member of SWAPO's 
centrai co-mmitt.ee and 
deputy secretary for health 
and socia! welfare, summèd 
up the course for Namibia 
which she and the 15 other 
-delegates from Namibia have 
been trving t.o explain to par
tici pants of Fomm '85. 

• Tàlking proudly of Kenya's 
ability to host this con
ference, Dr Libertina said: 
"lnside Namibia, the racist 
South Africans spread 
propaganda that independent 
African governments are 
unable to cope with their 
·problems and !-urne of the 
ru.embers of Pur delegation 
who have nt-ver been out of 
Namibia are thoroughly 
imptessed by what indepen
dent African governments 
have done to irnprove the 
living conditions o( their 
people.". . 

Respondin_g to a question.of 
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Namibia's independence, 
Amathila thinks that racist 
South Africa and its friends 
are running out of "steam" 
and the installatìon of a 
puppet government is a sign 
of desperation. "lndepen
dence for Namibia is near and 
we will continue to fight unti! 
there are internationally 
supervised elections," she 
said. 

And what does she see as 
the role of women after 
independence. "It has been a 
repeating pattern in African 
countries, that after indepen
dence, women do not obtain 
high politica! po ition . I 
hope this will be d.ifferent in 
Namibia as women have been 
actively involved in ali fields 
of the st.ruggle and I am sure 
they will be needed to build 
the future Namibia," she 
said. 

Today there are only five 
women in the Centrai Com
mittee of SWAPO (the top 
policy making body) out of 45 
members. "We have a double 
war to fight as women, ,., she 
quips. 

Dr Libertina. a medicai 
doctor by profession, is full of 

• charm ,and wit and she t.alks 
with a lot of determination, 
commitment and responsibi-

Dr Amathila Libertina of SWAI?O. 

lity. She is • currently the 
director of a Namibian 
refugee camp in northern 
Angola where she lives 
and takes care of 700 
children under the age of 
seven years. Since taking over 
the camp in 1982, she has 
designed health and materna! 
care programmes which have 
reduced the infant mòrtality 

rate from 160 per 1,000 
children to 40 per 1,000 
ch.ildren. "It is a joy to me to 
see ,my people improve," she 
s_ays. 

Dr Libertina is also 
invoL.ved in a rehabilitation 
project for _Namibian W?r. 
victims which .is aimed at 
giving them new lìfe and self
esteem. 

Technology-hot 
topi e f or women 
by Seona Martin 
Through the hustle an~ 
bustle of the Tech and Tools 
event winding down on 
Fridav. Dama-ris Okelo 
gracefqlly wound her wav 
with 4 small tove balanced 
on herhead. 

"Firewood is one of the 
main problems in the rural 
area I come from, Hòma Bay, 
South Nyanza, in Kenya," 
she said. "I am so happy to 
have found out about this 
stove - they say it will burn 
charcoal and just a little will 
give a lot òf heat and do a 
lot of cooking. Now I will not 
have to use so much fire 
wood." 

Ms Okelo is the only 
repre'sentative of the 30-
member Korp,uto Women's 
Group to get the Forum .... 
"I got transport the 400km to 
Nairobi and stayed with my 
brother. I am going to take 
back my stove, and all that I 
have seen and learnt." 

She said the main problems 
identified by the Komuto 
women in their area was a 
lack of firewood and lack of 
clean water. "In just one year 
we have planted 300 trees for 
firewood and raised money to 
dig a shallow well. 

"We have also planted 
pineapples for our families to 
eat, made six traditional 
beehives to get honey, and 
made a fish pond. Wè are 
planning to havé rabbits too." 
Ms Okelo was just one of the 
inany who came away from 
Tech and Tools with ideas, 
contacts, information and 
inspiration, if not with char
coal stoves. 

Anne Walker, of the Inter
national Women's Tribune 
Centre. one of the sponsor
ing organisations with the 
World YWCA and the 
Appropriate Technology 

Advisory Committee of 
Kenya, said that there had 
been p;reat crowds, par
ticularly in the final few days 
of the Forum, and tremen
dous participation by women, 
especially Kenyan rurai 
women. 

Groups of politicians and 
government delegations had 
been through the displays and 
there had been a good 
response_ from development 
and technical agencies and 
those involved in develop- _ 
ment .... "But we were par
ticularly pleased about the 
reaction of African women to 
so many things they saw -
things like a trolley which can 
carry four water pots and sti!l 
leave the woman free to carry 
a baby. 

"The relationship between 
technology, development and 
feminism has been made 
more clear here, and the 
importance of feminists as 
well as working women in this 
area." 

Ms W alker said she per
sonally was a bit disappoin
ted that the polit.icians and 
acti vists from other areas of 
the Forum had not been so 
visible at Tech and Tools. 

"This was a beginning for 
us. It brought together these 
technologies, and people, and 
groups. Now we will go on to 
work on books, radio 
programmes and other 
materials." 

By December the first Tech 
and Tools books, covering the 
areas of health, energy, 
agriculture, communication, 
income generation and food 
processing, and stcrage, will 
be available. 

It will he available throu~h 
the Intermediate Technology 
Development Group in 
London. and the Inter
national Women 's Tribune 
Centre in New York. 
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René de la Nuez, who did fhese drawings especially for FORUM 
·'85, 1s a cartoonist from Cuba. His cartoons are published daily in 
Cùba!s daily Granmna. He has received more than 40 prizes and 
has written several books on humour and on different aspects of his 

country's revolution. 

Forum '85 



The rich voice of peace 
by Ruth Seligman ' 

Vatican delegation 
, 

This week: when silence· 
replaces the voices of 
greeting, the voices of conten
tion, t he chants of protest and 
words of instruction in the 
dozens of languages heard on 
t he ,lawn and in workshops 
during Forum '85, one voice 
will continue to echo in the 
minds ofmanv. 
- lt is the ric-h, deep voice of 
Fasia ,Jansen, ·the singer who 
became familiar to the thou
sands of women who drifted 
into the peace tent, and the 
ma~y who made it their base, 
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t hroughout t he 10 davs of t hn 
'Forum. - -

The peace tent philos~phy 
required a song after every 
fifth speaker, and a few, more 
often, when the words of dis
cussion rose in impassioned 
debate. 

The peace tent was· 
,Jansen's natural home away 
from home in Nairobi. In fact, 
with her friend from her 
native Germany, Ellen 
Diederich, she was 
instrumental in its creation. 
And singing is somet hing she 

• start ed as a chi Id. But by ùie 
age of l."i her songs were filled 
with sadness and she 
dedicated her talents to 
singingsongs of peace. 

Fa ia. age 56, aid she 
learned to sing in the barracks 
·of the German concentration 
camp where she was sent at 
the age of14. 

"My father was from 
Liberia. My mother was 
German. I was in the concen
trati on camp of Neuem 
Gamme. I was together with 
the Jewish women. Ali of 

them were killed." 
"I had seen so many horri

ble things by the time I 
was 15, I decided in my ·!ife 
to fight ali the injustice in 
the world." Fasi a recalied the 
way her rhother suffered from 
having a black child in Nazi 
Germany and how her 
mother's husband, a socialist, 
was also sent to a camp. 

"The camp and the street 
was my university. In the 
camp was where I first 
learned pojitical songs, songs 
of resistance. When I got out 
of the camp I was very sick. 
But the older ones said that I 
was a Iiving document. They 
.told me - you have a voice. 
'You must use it to teli your 
story." 

That is what she has been 
doing since, singing for 
workers involved in strikes, 
fighting against unemploy
ment, and, together with. 
Diederich, Jogging 3,500 
kilometres in marches for 
peace. 

The two believe in efforts 
-Iike the tent as a way of living 
their Iives to "make peace 
attractive", Diederich 
explained. "It has been 
ne cessa ry to ha ve t_h is 
dialogue going on in the peace 
tent. The idea has been to 
break through the enemy 
picture of the other side, so 
that women who carne here 
would have the possiblity to 
link together; women from 
the Soviet Union and the 
US, from Palestine and 
Israel, the Pacific Islands and 
France." 

And while women have, 
been creating links, ,Jansen 
has been collecting songs. "I 
have hundreds of new songs 
from here. Peace songs from 
ali over the world." 

to UN Conference 
for women 

A statement has been issued by Roman Catholic par
ticipants in Forum '85, addressed to the Vatican 
Delegation to the UN Conference. It reads as follÒ:ws: 

At Forum '85, Roman Catholic women from every 
continent have participated in workshops, dialogues 
and informal gatherings, to examine the theme:;: of 
the Decade on Women: equality, development and 
peace. In this process, we shared a common 
experience of discrimination against women in our 
Churcb. We ar~ of the s$e mind on the following 
points:The Chwch enco~ages wm:gen to take theìr 
-piace in the world but not in the Cburoh: women are 
not allowed to preach; women are excluded from 
decision-making, especially when the issues affect 
women directly; women theologians are not invited to 
serve equally with men on theological commissions. 2) 
We, women of the Church, can speak for ourselves. It 
is offensive that the head of our Church's delegation 
to the UN-concluding conference on the Decade for 
Women is a man. 3)We ask that women be included, 
equally with men, in the synod scheduled for this fall 
and in the synod on the laity in 1987. 4) We ask the 
Vatican to join those nations that have already 
ratified the Declaration on the Elimination of All 
Forms of Discrimination Against Women. We concur 
that the failure of the Roman Catholic Church to 
uphold the human rights of women within its own 
structures and practices undermines the call of the 
Church for justice in our world. 

She wants to go home 
Mireya Baltra, ex-Labour 
Minister for Chile during the 
socialist government of Sal
vador Allende now in exile 
made a cali to ali the womerÌ 
of the world at a peace pane! 

on July 18 to support her in 
ber attempts to return to live 
in her country. She aske$1 f0r·
letteJS Teqµesting th!? govern
ment to allow ber to return to 
be sent to tbe Minisf.cy of tbe. 
lnterior in Santiag_o Cb.ile. 

Arabwomen 
value system 

Video f or rural women? 
by Mervat Hatem 
Wednesday's workshop on 
"Arab Women and the Value 
Svstem" was attended bv a 
large crowd of Arab, African 
and Western women. 
Organised by the Arab 
women's solidaritv associa
tion, the workshop presented 
an expanded discussion of t he 
socia! changes which are 
affecting women's values. 

Zeinab Shahin argued that 
existing stuélies show that 
migration to the oil producìng 
economies had the contradic
t ory effect of burdening 
women with new respon
sibilities and • constraints, 
while opening new employ
ment ·opportunities and so.eia! 
roles for them. 

Suad Zuahir, an Egyptian 
writer, pointed pJJ.t that 
women 's cali for public libe-
ration was not accompani
ed by t he cali for persona! 
and osvchological liberation. 
This, she pointed out, was the 
next key challenge for Arab 
women. Other young part1c1-
pants in the workshop seemed 
to agree with this particular 
approach to liberation. 

Ironically, the most heated 
! discussion in this pane! was 
• about the veil. Egyptian jour
, :nalist and writer Iqbal 

' Baraka, presented her inter-
i pretation ofthe causes behind 

the new phenomenon of 
veiled women in Egypt. She 
pointed out that some studies 

,July22 

stressed the economie factors 
that led middle class women 
to adopt the Islamic dress a~ a 
cheaper form of clothing, 
others related this 
phenomenon to the rise of 
Muslim revivalism after the 
1967.defeat. 

The discussion got heated 
when Zeinab Radwan, a 
researcher at the Cairo 
National Centre for 
Sociologica! and 
Criminological Research, 
defended the veil by saying it 
allowed women to rely more 
on their professional and 
intellectual skills, not on 
feminine charm. She also 
argued it was an effective 
Muslim mechanism for 
regulating relations between 
the sexes. 

Baraka countered by saying 
that the question ofthe veil in 
Islam is open to different 
interpretations, some very 
liberal, others conservative. 
Nawal ·e!-Saadawi, Egyptian 
author and feminist, joineci in 
the discussion and pointed 
out that veiling was a pre
Islamic phenomenon which 
was practised by early 
Christianity and Judaism. 

Finally,. Tunisian 
sociologist Khadija al-Sharif, 
suggested that a distinction 
be made -between Islam as a 
religion and Islam as a culture 
and a civilization that is 
capable of change and new 
interpretations, allowing, its, 
adherents to live in changing • 
times. 

by _Eunice Mathu 
Video as ~eans of com
m unication in the rural 
areas? It sounded as if 
Avanthi Sahabandu of Sri 
Lanka, who was giving a 
presentation on the use of 
video in rural communication 
at the Tech and Tools com
m unica tion tent, did not 
reali se t hat most of t he rural 
areas ofthe Third World have 
no electricity. But Avanthi 
was aware of ali the problems 
facing t he rural women, and 
her workshop, organised by 
Worldview International 
Foundation (WIF) and the 
Media Women in Africa 
Features Service (MWAFS), 
was mainly to share with the 
rest of the world t he new 
technologies t hat are now 
available and which are 
enabling rural people to 
watch video and television 
programmes. 

On display at this 
wi,ikshop werè s<_jJar panels, 
currenlly used in the rural 
a'l,ea of Bangladesh on WIF 
sponsored rural pro~ammes. 
Avanthi demonstrate-d how 
t he solar panels operate. "Six 
hours of sunlight give the 
battery enough power to run 
the monitor for five hours," 
she explained. And t.ò how 
t hat t hey do work he showeà 
a video programme ma·de by 
five Kenyan women trafoed 
on the usage of video'. in a 
course sponsored by WlF and 
organised by MWAFS. , 

Also at the work;;hqp to 
explain how video is used in 
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Avanthi Sahabandu explains use ofvideo as a communication tooL 

women's programmes was 
Subhandra Belbase of :Ne'°pal, 
where, through the assistance 
of.WIF, education to women 
on nutrition, ora! rehydra
t i on and' prevention of 
blindness is communicated 
through video programmes. 

The technologies on display 

at Tech and Tools have 
created a lot of interest to 
partici pants in Forum 85. The 
communications tent has 
been milling with people 
eager to know more about the 
solar panels ... and tbis may 
be an answer to communica
tion with rural masses mo~t of 

-

whom are illiterate and who 
are not reached b°y"most ofthe 
conventional media available 
in many Third World coun
tries. 

"Video carr be used to 
change attit\J.des on women, 
and enhance development; for 
them," said.Subhandra. 

3 
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Vatican questioned 
The atican . hould put an ear to the ground. A trong 
group of Roman Catholic women at the Forum ha given 
their church a urprise-with a very clear critici m of tbe 
polic of the delegation of the Holy ee to the U Con
ference. 

In the Forum newspaper of today, the reader will 
find the tatement gi'ven b Roman Catholic partici
pant$ at the Forum . howing that tbe time i apparently 
ripe to pre s tbe Church to give women equal oppor
t unìties with men. 

Women Catholics from every continent share the • 
opinìon that the Vatican shoulq. ratify the Declaration 
on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination 
Against Women. 
• There is as whole host of "laws" and attitu_d~s 
within the Vatican which bave to be changed before 1t 1s 
able _to ratify the convention. Catholic women mention 
some of them: women should be allwed to preach; 
women should not be excluded from decision-making; 
women should be included in the Synod. 

It is some sort of divine irony that the Catholic 
Church, which is so strongly supported by women, the 
majority taking part in the mass and the broad 
humanitarian workshop of the church, should be among 
the last Christian churches to give equality to women. 

Many Catholic priest_s bave been fighters for liberty, 
defeating exploitation of human beings. Some bave e:ven 
turned into guerrilla fighters in liberation movements. 
How long shall we wait until Catholic priests start 1 

fighting for true equality for women? • 
The atican has a special position within the UN 

system being recognized as a "mem ber state". That ' 
makes the qùe tion of the Vatican even more burning. 
The question is putto the Vatican by their own sisters. 
The V_atican should give an answer. 

B.W. 

The problem of sexism 
The DAILY NATION newspaper has eagerly followed 
the events of the FORUM. How astonishing that the 
Nation's ectitorial "FORUM 85 taught us one great 
lesson" should misinterpret the whole output of 
FORUM85! 

The Nation starts its editoria! as if it is surprised 
that women have different opinions on the politica! ques
tions of the world. There was no reason to expect that 
Arab -women and Jewish women, Iranian and • Iraq i 
women should agree on all points just because they are 
women. 

Having made this observation, the NATION goes 
on tg draw the wrong conclusion: "Women's liberation 
is impossible without the simultaheous liberation of 
i_;;ociety as a whole from exploitation, hungèr, disease, 
igno.rance, racism colonial oppre ion, war and human 
displacement," so -write • the ATlO . That repeats the: 
attitude wbich. women ali over the world have seen ove~ 
and over again: first revolution, then women's equality. 

The conclusion to be drawn should be just the 
npposite. Discrimination against women exists in poor 
countriès, in rich countries, in racist countries as well as 
in countries under colonia! oppression. And it is not only 
the colonialists who are the oppressors. • 

The men who are oppressed are oppressing their own 
womèn. Women are tired of being told that women's 
equality must wait till lìberation of the whole society is a' 
fact. Women are freedom-fighters on a double basis: 
together with their men in or.der to liberate the wòrld, 
from all the evils mentioned. And for the freecÌom of ali 
women under all types of circumstances. The conclusion 
of thP Forum should be that women should have at least 
the same rights an<l the same possibilities as men in ali 

. types. of sÒ"Ci"tY, at • evel'y stage along. that long road 
t?wards libf>i·ation ofsocièty; 

Some countries had problems at the Copenhagen 
conference in accepting word "sexism" as an evi! along 
with racism and colonialism. 1s it really so that the 
r: 110 sHU nas the same problem? • 

-B.W. 
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Nuclear free 

Balkans 
"Women's contribution to 
a<·tivities for a denuclearised 
Balkan ,. was the title of a 
ucce fui work hop. ponsored' 

oy the Federai ion of Greek 
Women (OCE). The main 
speaker was OGE President Zili 
SakE:llaridi, who poinleò out that 
"women of the Mediterranean
have become aware that the 

• Balkans now is the most volatile 
region ofthe world. ypru • i .tilt 
an open wound. Centuries-old 
su picion and hatred are bei-ng 
whipped up into a fury and fed 
with a constanl upply or• I 
sophisticated weapons. Tragic 
te:;limony ~o this ract is_ the war 
between Iran and Iraq aod the 
war -again t the Lebanese and 

. Palestinian people .. The women 
of lhe Balkans know that the 
first escalation of a locai war in 
the region would almo t 
inevitably involve rheir penin
~ula. Crealing a denuclearised 
rone in the Balkans would be a 
signi.ficant step in the confidence
builcling measures between the 
world' two -major socio-econ,1mic 
systems." 

- Johnson, what etTort did you make last week to change your attitude towards woman's develop-
ment? I - I !et her be disot,edient, sir. 

Irony in US policy this amounts to about 1 per 
cent of the country's popula
tion programme budget. 

Op'ponents of China'·s 
programme allege that it 
involves the coercion of 
women to use contraception 
and have abortions as well as 
provoking the murder of 
newborn baby girls. The 
Chinese Government has 
repeatedly denied these 
charges which, according to 
Dr Salas, originated from one 
arti cl e in one newspaper - an 
article based on reports from 
a few villages. He pointed out 
that it is not acceptable to 
blame a government's policy 
because a few people under its 
_iurisdiction have committed a 
cnme. 

by Jennifer McKay 
A petition on behalf of 
millions of Third World 
women was handed to 
representatives of the United 
States delegation on Friday. 

The petition argues that 
birth spacing is essential for 
the health of mothers and 
children since constant 
pregnancy and child-bearing 
are strong contributing 
factors to poor health and low 
nutritional status among 
women. This prevents women 
from enjoying other rights, 
the petition states. 

The petition comes at a 
time when new moves in 
Washington mean that 
wome~ in many developing 

countries face a serious reduc
tio n in family planning 
services. 

The House of Represen, 
tatives in Washington has 
just app.roved an amendment 
to the Foreign Aid Bill, which 
gives President Reagan the 
power to withhold money 
from organisations which give 
aid to countrie ·where abor
tion is legai. 

lt is in response to this 
move that over a thousand 
women from many countries, 
Forum participants and con
ference delegates alike, igned 
the petition which asks the 
U Government • to increa e 
it upport to family planning 
programmes in developing 
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countries". 
The petition was handed to 

a representative of the US 
delegation by .the head of the 
Liberian delegation, Mrs 
McLeod E. T. Darpoh, who is 
Minister of Commerce, 
lndustry and Transportation. 
Speaking in Nairobi last week 
Dr Rafael Salas, Executive 
Director of the United 
Nations Fund for Popt,1lation 
Activities, pointed to the 
irony of the fact that the US 
was trying to prevent other 
countries from allowing abor
tion when abortion was legai 
in the US. 

At a seminar on population 
in Nairobi, he said his 
organisation hoped to spend 
about $170m in Africa durìng 
the next five or six years. 

But he warned that if the 
US withdrew its financial 
support from UNFPA, everv 
country which receive·s 
UNFPA money would be 
affected. The $46 million 
which UNFPA currentlv 
receives anriually from the US 
amounts to about 30 per cerit 
of the organisation 's budget. 

The new decision by the 
House of Representatives· 
suggests a victory for those in 
the US who seek to keep 
money awav from govern
ments or pri~ate family plan
ning organisations, if they are 
in any way connected with 
abortion. This is despite 
existing legislatiòn which 
forbids the use of US monev 
for any abortion-relateèl 
activity. Separate accounts 
must be kept to show that 
this rule is adhered to. 

Dr Salas spoke ofUNFPA's 
assistance to China, which. is 
thought to be the real target 
of the new US policy. He_ said 
the Orga_J)Tsatfon gives China 
about $10 million a year and 

•The head of the 
Washington-based Popula
tion Institute, Werner Fornos, 
has attacked a report brought 
by the US Delegation to 
Nairobi for distribution to 
conference delegates. 
"Women of the world: a 
developing <:oun rv 
·hartbook", is misleading on 

demoirraphic matters, h.e aid 
in Nairobi ~bis weekend, 
because it ?:ives ''a.ntiquated 
data for most count.ries but 
present it as reflecting the 
current situation in those 
countries" 

African women 
to meet 
Hepresentatives of the Africa 
Women Encmmter. which com
iirises 46 non-governmental 
organiza!ions (NGOs) from 21 
Ai"rican countries, will meet 
todàv at the Kenva NGO '• 
SeneÌariat at the Ken:/a Cultura] ''. 
Centre with representatives nfthr . 
Pan African Women's Organiza- _ 
tion (PAWOl at l p.m. The ,; 
meeting is to provide a forum , 
for an exchani:e of ideas on how 
AWE can henelit from PAWO's 
position hoth in the lJnited 
Nations svst-em and in the 
Organizati,;n of Africàn Unit~< 1• 
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For~m-•-5 ~e~spaper is open to ali conference pa:rticipants t~ expris·s their views. Discussion, op.inion, 
and criticism will be welcomed on this page. Letters should be ~rief and the Editor res,erves the cighl 
to shorten letters where necessary. " 

Armenian 
Armenian women are not. 
represented in the UN con
ference because in 1915 the 
Turkish government took our 
land so we no longer have a 
homeland. The Turkish 
government denies the 
genocide against the Arme" 
nians. The Armenians that 
e caped in 1915 went as 
refugees to ali parts of the 
world. In the U there is race 
hatred between black people 
and middle easterri people. 

Some middle eastern 
people think that black 
people are infenor, some 
black people resent the light
ski n privilege lhat some 
middle eastern people have. 
Armenian women interesting 
in doing a video on the causes 
of race hatred and the 
problems of looking white but 
not being white contact. 

Zaum, 
P.O. Box 421066, SF 

Latif, 9~142. 

Ironie 
It was ironie and indeed 
unfortunate that the Unity 
celebration in the court-yard 
was held at the same time as 
the vigil in solidarity with 
Nicaragua. Let us hope that 
this apparent competition 
was merely a slip-up in com
m un i ca ti on and not a 
deliberate devisive act since 
Nicaragua deserves J.he 
support of ali NGOs in its 
stru1;gle to build a new society 
and to end US intervention. A 
\uta continia! 
Janice McLaughlin, 
Zimbabwe. 

Women 
employment 
I saw some tit !es of workshops 
"Empowerment of Women". 
When I pari icipated in 
workshops and listened to the 
women who shared their 
concerns. their commitment, 
their conviction. I felt 
empowered to go back to my 
rountrv and continue to work 
among· my people and the 
women of my country. Power 
carne to me from the deter
mina t ion of manv bold 
women !"rom the Third World 
to light the forces of neo
colonialism and imperialism. 

I received power from the 
vision and commitment of 
women from t he First World, 
who are with us in the 
common struggle of humanity 
for a new socia! order; I was 
inspired by the experiences 
shared bv the Latin American 
women who stood the test nf 
the barracks and the bat
tlefields. These experiences 
will stay with me for a life
time, giving- me power; this 
f)<lwer will be shared with 
h~ndreds and thousands of 
wiimen in my country, 
empowering them iri the 
struggle for women's libera
t ion a nd t he process of 
educating a new generation of 
men and women. 
Ritama, 
India. 

For love ol 
the women 
I think it's time •o'lir 
newspaper contained ari 

July22 

arùc!e rocussini. on- the 
institutionalized violence 
which is being perpetrated 
against the women attending 
Forum '85. 

• In the name of "security" 
under the excuse of "more 
people than expected", under 
the (apparently correct) 
assumptions that women 's 
time is not impottant, that 
women are likely To blow up 
their own conference ( br 
perhaps worse to damage 
some important male non
NGO spies or their precious 
cameras and recording 
equipment) and that women 
will not rise up and refuse to 
co-operate the authorities are 
forcing usto stand in queues; 
to be searched; to be constan
tly watched, photograpbed 
and told where to go,and how 
to behave whilst en-route; to 
constantly observe the free 
passage of men (without 
cameras and other valuables 
which we have to carry) past 
the queues; to have to remain 
in-doors after 6.30 at night or 
(alternatively) to pay male 
taxi drivers to • escort us 
beyond our rooms; to have to 
tolerate the intimidation 
inherent in having to ask 
large or small groups of men 
for directions, assistance . . . 
(where have the few female 
guides gone); to ha ve to 
accept the presence of guns, 
batons, uniforms and other 
expressfons of "authority" 
wherever we go (which isn't 
far); and to acce-pt tbe· 
absence of our sufficiently 
intimidated sisters from 
workshops where they would 
be foolhardy to speak up. The 
li-I. goes on: The sentence wa 
too long. lt's not the bushes, 
or us they are "protecting". 
Janet Campbell, • 
Australia. 

Against war 
Mm,tly I attended ali the 
workshops relat ing to t he 
subject "Women and 
Politica! Power". There was a 
great question raised in the 
conference "What if Women. 
Ruled the World?" Many 

- opinions had been given, but 
as an Indian, a citizen of the 
pioneer of a non-aligned 
country I would like to say 
that if women ruled the 
world, there will be no war, 
not only the wars that human 
society faced in th.e first part 
of the 20th Century but also 
the new types of wars that the 
world is facing on the- name 
"Cold war over colonialism", 
etc. on which many newly 
independent and developing 
countries are affected very 
badly. 
o. 

Correcting 
percentage 
In Wednesday's paper front 
page top, a Kenyan woman 
states that at the Forum only 
~ out of 10 women are from 
Third World countries. In my 
experience this is not so. At 
ali workshops I attended 2Q-
30 per cent of women were 
whitè. Perhaps our Kenya 
sister has not travelled very 
much and sees ali Asian 
women as whiter than black 
and. surely South Americàn 
women perhaps whitest are 
from 'third' world countries. 
Maryke Peters. 

Dialogue needed 
Your correspondent Leila El 
Gebaly asks why the Israeli 
women "who fili our ears with 
peace slogans" do not press 
their government to recognise 
Palestinian rights. Would 
that the Palestinian women 
at Nairobi had also come with 
peace slogans. Then a real 
dialogue could have taken 
piace. Will they in turn press 
their leaders to recognise 
Israel 's right to exist?. 
Anne Godfrey 

Volunteer 
I as a volunteer working at 
NGO Forum 80 in 
Copenhagen and equally 
involved in the organization 
of the practical thing then, I 
express my admiration on the 
way the things have been run 
in Nairobi. l'm very happy to 
see that you have succeeded 
in activating women from 
many countries as volunteers, 
interpreters, etc. If someone 
from the organizing commit
tee could teli us how to do 
that in a later edition of 
Forum '8,5, I think many here 
could learn from that. Thanks 
a lot for your great work .. 
Hanne Japson, 
Denmark. 

UN Conference 
on men 
I want to issue a cali for a 
lJ N Conference on Men -
with delegations headed by 
women. Sessions should dea! 
wit h effective ways to change 
men's attitudes to allow 
women to share power in the 
home. the workplace, 
churches, and government. 

Men's sexualitv would be a 
major concern _::_ men who 
had worked among men on 
t hese issues would be t he 
main delegates. Since the 
numbers of men who have 
clone t his work in most coun
tries is very small, the con
ference should be announced 
for five vears from now, which 
would àllow men to prepare 
papers, do research, etc. and 
allow the countries to prepare 
plans of action. 
Margaret Feldman. 

No sale 
at Forum 
Whv is there no sale allowed 
of publications at t he Forum? 
lt smells of repression of the 
exchang-e of information. We 
women come from ali over the 
world. Why are we stopped 
fremi taking information in 
the written form from other 
countries home? If this is a 
rule thai applies generally in 
Kenya'? Why must it not be 
suspende'd for t he conference? 
Amanda George. 

Telephones 
patriarchy 
If you have any rebellious 
feelings against the 
patriarchal system, you 
should cloak them --' at least 
while you are trying to book 
an international cali from 
Nairobi. The feminist 
"mumbo-jumbo" does not 
wash with the Nairobi 
telephone officials. 

I use my first name only, 
wit hout the surname, as I feel 
it is unfair to the women to 
tag on the'man's family name 
alone to the children's names. 
I think the first name ought to 
be enough. But that is not 
what everyone thinks, or is 
even ready to appreciate, as I 
found out.· 

The Nairobi telephone 
systems demand the surname 
before booking a cali. If you 
happen to have left it behind 
somewhere on the road, they 
will happily wait for you to go 
back and pick it up. No 
sumame, no cali - that's th_e 
motto. So it is a toss up 
between the phone cali and 
the rebellion. I tossed and lost 
a cali to Delhi. Better luck to 
you! 
Anuradha, 
India. 

Grandmother 
and daughter 
Yes, thei-e is a generation gap 
but it seems to be more of a 
challenge for the older genera
tion than the younger. Older 
women, so indeed of ali kinds 
of' support, need to listen 
more closely to the needs and 
aspirations of their younger 
sisters. My 18- year- old, 
granddaughter and I have 
come to the Forum together. 
Erusthe Balland, 
Philadelphia, U~A. 

Payment for 
Kenyan women 
We are two resource people 
working with the NGO Plann
ing Committee, living in 
Mary's Hall in Nairobi 
University, and we have 
·recently discovered a situa
tion which angers us. 

The , Kenyan women 
responsible for cleaning our 
rooms; scrubbing the floors, 
bath-tubs and toilets, from 
approximately 7 a.m. to 5 
p.m. have not yet been paid 
for their work. Yet they have 
been working here for over a 
week. To make matters worse 
t hough t hey were originàlly 
promised 100/- per day (a 
little more than US$6.00). 
today they're being told they 
will only be paid 30/- (a little 
more than US$1.00) per day! 

In other words their labour 
has decreased in value in the 
time we have been here. We 
cannot tolerate this situation. 
These rooms are paying at 
least US$1 7 .00 per day and 
full meals sometimes cost us 
70/- per day. Where is the 
women's pay? 

We urge the NGO Planning 
Committee and ali delegates 
to look into this situation and 
pre ure for the full payment 
promised lbe women (100/
per day if not more), Thi is a 
slap in the face for ali of u 
and for the women bf Kenya. 
Lourdes Garcia, 
Esmeralda Brown. 

Political 
detainees 
As a memoer of the coalition 
of visìble minòrity women, 
Ontario Canada, and .the 
Network of Asian, Canadian 
women, I come to Nairobi to 
share experiences. I seek the 
solidarity of my sisters in 
trying to get relea~e of three 
women politica} detainees in 
the Philippines. 
1. Journalist Mila Aginlar, a 
widow, who has been 
separated from her son 
Dodong (he has been having 
·emotional problems since her 

. ar.rest.) . 
'·2. Trarle Union Organizer 
Milleth Soriano. We have 

·1earned that bai! money ha_~ 
already been raised· for her, 
but not yet been reieased. 
3. Socia! worker Judy 
'Taguiwalo, gave birth to a 
baby giri while in prison. 
Prison conditions threaten 
the health of her infant. 
Sisters, I would appreciate it 
very much if you could 
publish this appeal. 
Carmencita Hernandaz. 

Give your 
money 
A development project 
workshop organized by 
MATCH Thursday called·on 
al! women who receive a hotel 
refund in Kenya shilling to 
donate it to Kenyan develop
ment projects organized by 
and for Kenyan women. 
MATCH suggested that as 
organizations had budgetted 
to spend the amount 
requested • by class A & B 
hotels they must have 
thought. they could afford to 
part with these dollars! What 
better way to acknowledge 
and affirm thè tremendous 
efforts of Kenyan women than 

• to support their development 
projects. 

Suzanne Johnson 

Peace in heart 
Hey! Women ali over the 
world! You will never have 
peace in your country unless 
you have it in yourself deep in 
your heart- then you will be 
in peace with people and so 
cm. You will never h~ve 
equa!ity unti! you struggle for 
it. It is nota gift! obody will 
give it to you, you have t9 
take it Then vou can never 
share in deveÌol)ment unti! 
you are develo-ped yourself in 
your mind, beart with science 
and faith getber. 

We Coptic Ortbodox of 
Eg-ypt raised the faith and 
belief over science and mind. 
That's why we could live in 
wonderful harmony with our 
Muslim brethren's • one 
praying in the Church. We 
are stili keeping our. 
spirituality from the time of 
the Pharaoes unti! this day. 
We are stili worshipping in 
the same way with the 
hvmns. We will never be 
another Lebanon! _ 
Bahga E_I-Rahib/Egypt. 

Progress? 
The NGO conference to 
celebrate the end of the UN 
Decade for women was a rare 
opportonity for women from 
all over the world to meet 
toge!J!er and share ideas an~ 
experiences. Ho)Never, there 
were aspects of the conference 
which question how much 
progress has been made over 
the last 10 years. 

As three women who·atten
ded part of the· confer-ence we 
want record our observations 
so that other women will 
know about certain events 
which won't be part of the 
"officiai face" of the con-· 
ference. The list is alarmingly 
long. • 
. We leant from other womèn 

at the conference that the 
• K'.enyan Govemment had a 
clean up campaign to rid the 
streets of a-11-street-sellers and 
prostitutes_, who were· 
threatened witb being sbot if 
they did· business during the 

.month of July .. 
: The whole exercise 
seems to have been as much:a 
bu!iineS;S enterprise as a huge 

propaganda campaign on 
the part of the Kenyan 
Government to build its wor.ld 
i mage. Further many 
members of the press, mainly 
white males, were more 
interested in photographing 
Third World women as 
'curiosities than in reporting 
the issues under discussion. 

When we went to visit the 
women in the· rural areas, it 
was disappointing to be met 
by and_ introduced to ali the 
male "dignatories" while the 
women were kept in their 
piace - behind the men. The 
obstruction by the Kenyan 
censorship Board of the video_ 
prog·ramme, which could not 
start unti! July 16th - 5 days 
after the beginning ofthe con
ference - again shows the 
manipulation ofthe FORUM ... 

Finally, the attempted 
•expulsion of le~bian women 
from the conference shows 
that there is stili a long way to 
go.... Only the enthusiasm 
and vitality of individuai 
women provided a glimmer of 
hope for the changes that 
have to come in the future. 

D. Glynn/S. Drownill/U.K. 
B. C_r~wford/ lreland. -

Salute to 
Sweet Honey 

ednesda~'s _multicultural 
performance by Sweet Honey 
in the Rock and talented 
musicians, dancers, singers 
and poetesses worldwide was 
soulful, spiritual, superlative. 
The performing arts, as 
demonstrated by this spon
taneous collective of commit
ted, courageous and gifted 

• artistes can educate, uplift 
and transform our societies 
transcending and eliminatfng 
the barriers that divide us. 

An humble salute and show 
òf support to PHASE in their 
efforts to make 1988 the UN 
Year to promote 
T-r à·a ì tionai/~ncHge nous 
Cultures in Development. We 
need, appreciate and honour 
your vàst talent! 

Harriet Y. Wright, 
Nairobi, Kenya. 

Soundless 
vacuum 
Can you imagine going 
through childbirth in a 
soundless vacuum, not com
prehending what people are 

.saying to you, not 
u.ndeIStanding, what is hap
pening to you? When the 
mother is deaf, tbis is ali too 
common an experience. We 
have a project an important 
part of wbich is the Health 
Advocacy classes for deaf 
women where the proje_ct staff 
teach advocacy skills, and 
·inform deaf women about 
their legai rights. , 

In the Project we believe 
that by empowering deaf~ 
wcimen, they can become the 
primary agents for change in 
the health care syste:in. In 
addition to working with deàf 
women, we also work with 
health care facilities: We give 
workshops and in-service 
training to medicai personnel, 
to • .help· them .become m_ore 
sensitive to deaf patients. 
Finally, the Project access 
staff believe that by joining 
together with hearing women 
in the community, we can· 
share our experiences and 
work together wit_h them, • ., . 

If you would like more 
information about our work. 
or if we can be a resource for 
vou, please do write to me 
Margaret Bibum, Co
nrdinator, Project Access, 
Deafpride, µic., 2010 Rhode
Island Ave, N. E. Washington, 
o.e. 20002! USA. 
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Cuba: Progress women 
havem_ade 
by Maria Elena Hurtado resistance. ' Coban wo~eu, 

• , says, Vilma de Castro, had a 
Vilma EsP.in de Castro, Presi- tradition of fight- they had 
dent of t'he Federation of 
Cuban Women. head of tb~ actively participated in tbe 
Cuban officiai d!llegation tu pea ant and worker strug-

aii:obi, and wife of Fidel 1!'.les oftb,e l~3Qs. 
Castro' brother Raul, the Their situation at the time 
second most powerful man in of the revolution was inferio.r 
the land, arrived at midnigh• to lhat of the men. There was 
for an interview set for 1(1 unemployment, a large 
p.m .. he had been dancing to n ambe r of -th ern we re 
rhvthms reminiscent of her i11iterate, had lit tle chance of 

- na"tiv.e conga and wa.tching going t.o chool and of 
some marveJlous Kenyan developingthemselves in life. 
baJlet at a cultura} event Things have changed now, 
ou1side l airobi. Vilma Espin says, spurred b 

'T',rn antia,guera, from the enthusiasm that followed 
auUago de Cuba in the the' re oluti n. Women 

eastern part of the island wanted o participate in 
where we ha ve a .rong meeting, they organized 
Africa11 heritage. she say . them elve lo defend the 
Tali, with big bones and light revoluti on especially when 
hair. sbe i, not typical of landowners started fighting 

uban women, In her fifties ag.ain t agrarian reform. he 
she look amazingly young, leamt first aid, military tra-
m a be becau e her· ining. 
enthu iasm when telling her The Federation ef Guban 
tory and that of lhe women women was formed in mid 

i.o Cuba is o contagious. 1960. one-and-a-half year 
, From a well-to-<lo home - after the revolution. It was. 
a mother of Fi:ench parentage the first organization "and it 
and a father who managed gave women as eno-rmous 
the compan. making the prestige because women 
famous rum, Bacardi - she'. became a political force to be
grew up in a family which. reckoned with." 
although not politically- Today 37 i:>er cent of 
minded, had a s!rong Cuba'. labour fnrce are 

_ .. egalitar.ian and anti-racist wemen, who have guaranteed 
streak at a time when somt' equa! pay for equa! work. 
priest maintained tha· to be With labour in great demand, 
black was God's punishment. men had to come to terms 

A chemical engineer she with the fact tbal women• 
was al university when winds went out to work. 

'of revolution started blowing When ecònomic CQnditions 
over Cuba. The students wert> impToved howe.ver, ays 
scepti'cal of what they saw a!\t Vilma de Castro, and :men 

i......=.=----4~~.~~r:!= .l:H!t ~:~. •,i.....he . hl,,. employmenl, it 
:change thlngs. For Vilma de was ~ffi.~ult for the!D _to 
"Castro, the coup by Batista in accept tt. Why they ~rud, 1fl 
1958 thrust ber into polit.içal. can e~n for th~ fam1ly? d~ 
actions. She was 22. Sh , my w1fe need to work. 'i\e 
rallied around Frank Pais: had to explain to them that 
one of ·cuba's famous work outside the house also 
revolutionary heroes who did meant personaJ ati faction, 
not live to see victory. development "and a contribu-

On her way back to Cuba, tiontosociety." 
where he was stuydin~. she Vilma de Castro says she 
was asl<e,d by revolutionary wa amazed at how little time 
frjends to helf? out. Her it took to eradicate prostitu
contacts were F1del Castro tion, ·whfoh bad been ram pani 
then in Mexico. and his when Cuba was a resort for 
brofher Raul. "Many women wealt hv Ame-ricans. "Women· 
participa1ed, doing c.lan- leave 'it because the gel 
destine work, They were work. They also underwent 
essentisi because they were re-education - some of them 
seldom stopped by the police e ve n ma rr i e~ t h e re -
and they could hide pistols educators ! " 
and bombs in the big skirts of. During the first 15 years of 
those days, They organized the women's movement in 
health net\yorks, colle~tE;d Cuba, she says. "we only 
food, join~d in the c1v1c spoke of participation, At the 

100-year-old ferninist 
sends peace message 

A~icia Moreau de Justo 
6 

Women attending the 
women 's conference in 
Nairobi will be sending 
greetings on 11th October 
to Argentinian feminist 
Alicia Moreau de Justo, 
who will be 100 this year. 

Alicia Moreau has senta 
special greeting to 
'Nairobi calling for a 
peaceful world. Moreau 
organised w~y hack in 1910 
the first international 
women congress and in 
1918 she founded the 
National Feminist Union 
in Argentina. When she 
was 90 she wa_s one of the 
founders of the permanent 
assembly on human rights. 

., 

Vilma Espiri de Castro talks about women's progress in Cuba 

second congress in 1974 we 
highlighted equality between 
the sexes far the first time, 
We discussed in depth the 
role of the family and the 
sharing of responsibilities 
between men and women and 
how to change stereotypes -
many parents stili wanted 
their daughters to be typi ts 
or nurses rather than as 
technicians. About t hat same 
time t he family code declar
ing full equality for women 
wa approved, In practice. 
though. we are still truggling 
~gain: t t~e remnants of 
mach1smo, 

"In these years of reyolu-

tion women have gained enor
mously in terms of oppor
tunities, in terms òf legisla 0 

tion, education, socia! 
securitv, health care. We are 
now f1ghting the trend to 
marry too young, as this does 
not give women the time to 
train t hemselves, to mature. 
to d~,velop discipline of 
work. 

The massive incorporatinn 
of women into socia! and 
economie activities has not 
heen fullv ref1ected in the 
politica!· are·na. Women 
make up 2!J per cent of t he 
memhership and l!J per cent 
of the Centrai Committee of 

the Communist Party. 
"Women's double burden stili 
exists in some cases and 
prevents her from t aking 
more responsihilities outside 
the house. But debunking 
stereotypes transmitted from 
one generation tci another 
takes time, We are working on 
it." 

Which does not meao that 
Vilma de Castro, or Cuban 
women cali themselves 
"feminists". "This word has 
the cnnnotation of a struggle 
against men, when in fact 
removi ng I he harrier:,; t hat 
hi nder women is a t as'k for t he 
whole society," 

Power of the powerless 
Who is wielding power after most òf the object·s that gave 
ali? And on whose terms? shape to_ our surroundings 
What is the essence ofpower? with their own hands, They 
These are core questions gave shape to the ·materiai 
behind ali the issues and culture nf their time, Fan
problems discussed in the UN- tastic collections testify to 
Conference as well as in the this power in any nationaL 
Forum, The perception of museum, Not much of this 
power and attitude towarcls • power remains in 1 he hands of 
power are issues where men women todav. 
and women are reallv far Taking ,;ower into cme's 
apart. The male perciption own hands begins when one 
and attitude towards power is refuses to receive and beliève 
well known and frequently the information coming from 
demonstrated., What then is those in power, As a woman, 
the feminine approach? one can begin by rejecting the 

The most authentic definition ofwoman made by 
feminine way of exerting an men, by refusing to be such a 

• influence is through one's own woman and by • pcrm1tting 
work .and ability. Our one's own personality as a 
foremothers influencect female human being to 
society greatly by virtue of develop, taking the jjberty 
t heir skilful hands alone. and to be oneself as a woman .. 
so do women in Kenya stili • It is crucial to refuse to 
today. Thèy actually made believe, to obey, to go along, 

to decide on one's own 
success. not to follow t he 
carrot nor he afraid of t he 
-stick, This is the power of 1 he 
powerless, The more power 
we take into our own hands. 
the less there is above us. 
Even refusing to strive for 
positions of power is power -
and t hat is freedom. 

Power is to build new 
horizontal connections among 
women, people, families. 
neighhours and to create 
other types of community 
forms of living, to build new 
societies from below, The 
power from above divides 
and separates people from 
each ot her. "to divide and 
rule". The power structures 
built up from below unite and 

·C n e e t p e o p I e a r o u n d 
• 'e mmon aims, 
• llilkka Pickla 

Protest to 
Maureen 
Reagan 
A statement was submitted to 
Ms Maureen Reagan through 
the US delegation to the UN 
Conference. 

The statement is supported 
by aver a 100 signatures from 

. women of various politica] 
persuasions, from 45 coun
tries, including the US. 

, Among those signing were 
Hamida Hussein 
(Bangladesh), Zen Tadesse 
(Ethiopia), Peggy Antrobus 
(Barbados), Carmen Barroso 
(Brazil), Lucille Mair 
(,Jamaica), Kate Young 
(England), Betty Friedan and 
Bella Abzug (USA). 

The statement reads: 
"Having cut off US funds for 
abortion and related 
activities, thè so:called 'Pro
life' movement seeks now to 
cut off US funds for all 
family planning services in 
Third World countries, and 
also for contraceptive deve
lopment worldwide, 

"The so-called 'pro-life' 
lobby at this conference ha. 
heen IT)ing LO ride on the 
back of 'l'hird World women 
b. usin~ the fact that_we bave 
criticized um;afo fa1mly plan
ning methods,. :., , 

"Women in the Third 
World demand access to ali 
methods of family planning, 
including ahortion, as a back
up met hod and assert' oùr 
right to choose for our
selves what is best for us in 
our situations. By Protecting 
our lives we protect the lives 
of those children that we 
genuinely want and can care 
for. This is our conception 
ofheing prolife, 

"As Thirrl World .women, 
we demand quality par
ticipatory education, so that 
women can make true 
choices. We demand quality 
reproductive health care, safe 
and accessi hle met hods of 
f'amily planning to pn>tect our 
health, contro] our fertility 
and insure our ahility to par
ticipate in socia!. economie 
and politica! activities. We 
rlemand to participate in 
research policies. 

Sisterhood 
is Global 
An antholngy bearing the 
above title published by 
Doubledav, New York, was 
launched • last Novem ber. It 
contains 70 chapters by 
women from 70 countries with 
detailed prefaces describing 
the situatinn in each country. 

It is a valuable reference 
work but more importantly 
an international sampling of 
radical feminist thought .. 

The 70 authors will form a 
nucleus, Sisterhood is 
Global, out of which is to 
grow an international insti
tution, Sisterhood is Global 
lnstitute. 

Keeping a low profile but 
present at Forum '85 was the 
co-ordinator who traced 
about 20 of the 70 authors, 
among them Margarita 
Papandreau of Greece and 
Nawal El Saadawi of EgypL 
Still in its formative stage the 
lnstitute seeks to have a trulv 
internati on a I eh ara et e·r 
hoping to rotate globally in 
host countries of every region, 
An "Urgent Action Network" 
is on the agenda, a kind of 
amnesty international far 
women to take up causes for 
women facing injustice or 
oppression anywhere, 

F_'~rum '85 



Manifesto: Liberate African w0men 
by Dorothy Kweyu MÙnyakho 

Forum '85 ended on Friday 
with African women calling 
attention to gender hierarchy 
as a major stumbling block to 
the advancement of their 
cause. "It is as grave as the 
questions of class, race and 
ethnicity. on the road to t.he 
emancipation of humanity," 
they said in their airobi '85 
Manifesto. 

While recognising the steps 
that had bee:a taken by 
African governments to 
promote the advancement of 
women they noted, however, 
that tbe steps had not been 
adeguate to liberate the 
women in Africa. "Contrary 
to efforts to relegate the 
concerns of women to isolated 
projects and limited to the 
arena of social welfare, we 
assert that the issues of 
concern to women are inex
tricably political," they said. 

• The manifesto describes 
Africa as "the continent most 
affected" by the world 
economie crisis. It goes on to 
state that the main problems 
faced by .Africa are external 
domination and the mis
placed priorities of existing 
development strategies, 
which lead to internal mis-
management. , 

"We note the dispropor
tionate allocation of the 
national budget in favour of 
military expenditure at the 
expense of basic human needs 
and services," the manifesto 
says. 

The African women 
criticized development 
strategies which depend on 

.ex ternai financing, 
technology and advice. Such 

r strategies, t he women say. 
have contributed to the 

• current economie and socia! 
• crisis in Africa. Among the 
crises listed are food, unem_
ployment, displacement of 
populations, politica! and 

religious fundamentalism and 
destructive adjustment 
policies as a result of the 
èonditions set when loans 
are made. 

On cuts in socia! services, 
the women noted that these 
resulted in more work, longer 
working hours for women who 
have to care for the sick and 
the old. Unemployment 
meant that women lost jobs 
first and because of lack of 
employment and other 
income-generating activi.ties, 
tbey were (orced into low
paying jobs or prostitution t.o 
e n s u re th e i r fa m i I i es 
survival. In Africa, women 
form the majority of the so
called informai sector, they 
said. 

The African women's 
manifesto also criticises 
cashcroooing at the expense 
of food. crops. They attribut-
ed Africa 's food crisis. 
the worst in recorded 
history, to •'éolonial exl?o~t_-. 
oriented agricultural pohc1es_ 
which failed to address the 
issue of national food self
suffiency .'' The trend had 
resulted in a tota! neglect of 
locai methods of production 
and food crops that are 
mostly produced by women. 

The women deplored the 
Western media's image of 
African famine, and 
"especially its portrayal of 
Africa as a continent unable 
to feed itself or to devise its 
own development strategy." 

The women also rejected 
the population contro! 
formula as a solution to the 
African woman's problem. 
"We deplore the selective 
attribution of famine and the 
overall food crisis to popula
tion growth for which women 
are blamed and efforts made 
to contro! their fertility. We 
affirm the right of African 
women to exercise their 
reproductive rights," they 
said. 

: Environmental enrichment 
J 

impossible without women 
"The _world has enough to 

.• fui fil human beings' needs 
hut not t heir reeth· ," was t he 
wav the Environ.mént Liaison 
Ce.ntre's workshops on 
W omen and the Environment 
concluded on Thursday. The 
participants urged that 
women who fulfil the family's 
needs need to be involved 

.. more in ,programmes_ on 
: ·' environmental enrichment. 

"Environmental cns1s 
• exists, as is evident by ever 
·reducing soil fertility, deser-

• ltification, poisoning of rivers, 
•• seas and air, loss of natural 

habitats of fauna and flora, 
genetic erosion and the over
all destruction of the 
sustenance basis of survival," 
a statement from the 

'.workshop says. "Women bear 
the highest costs of this crisis 

-because of their role in 
• -providing water, food and 
I : energy for their families." 

"The roots of this ecologi
ca! crisis leading to famines 
can be traced down to the 

;prevalence of a non-
' sustainable model to fulfil the 
1 Jgreeds of a few," the state-
: ment continues. "This model, 

reflecting the centralized, 
• ; pyramidal and large scale 
I paradigm it holds, has 

favoured the participation of 
1 • men as the single represen-
1 • tatives of the family unit. 

Women have had no real 
. contact with the decisions 
July22 

made concerning their own 
lives. This model is, conse
quently, unsustainable from 
the point of view of human 
ethics and rights as well. 

"A sustainable model of 
forests, water and energy 
management, agriculture and 
livestock exploitation, 
implies a technology that 
preserves the environment, 
renders the peasant 
agriculture economically 
viable, uses locally adapted 
crops and animai species, 
produces most of its inputs 
locally or regionally, turns the 
food production independ'ent 
from international trends and 
assures the national 
sovereignty of each country. 
It is not a case of harkening 
back to the past, but of 
demanding that the scientists 
must break from thier own 
past. Their science has proved 
too rudimentary and too 
simplistic for meeting 
complex human needs and 
manaf!in~ complex 
ecos:vstems." 

The growth of women 
power and the sustainability 
of development are 
ecologically tied. It is 
therefore imperative that 
they participate in develop-
men t projects and that 
there _be specific pla.n:n
ing to allow for this invplve
m e n t in devel?P!111-fnt 
projects. • • • 

Women form the majority of Africa's so called informai sector. 

Who cares for the 
old people? 
A Kenyan woman who was 
driven out of her home by her 
husband when she reached 
menopause and left in the 
wilderness by one of her own 
children_ told her story at a 
workshop of older women - in 
developing countries. 

Speaking of the . aged in 
India, Ms S. Malhan, of 
Delhi, said that in very large 
extended families, there were 
inequalities and resources 
were shared unfairly, 
sometimes resulting in 
divorce of younger people. A 
smaller extended family 
seemed better able to take 
care of each other. 

igeria peaker Vici,oria 
Okoye said thi: govemment 
gàve tax reductions for young 
people who t.ook care of the 
elderly, and although they 
took the reductions they did 
not really care tor olct people. 

send back any money arid the 
old people were without food 
and clothihg, and they had 
great difficulty going for 
water with little children who 
could not walk far, and with 
collecting firewood. 
Sometimes they were unable 
to get wood, got cold, caught 
pneumonia and died. 

An African speaker said 
people had the idea that most 
women in the Third Wòrld 
married and had families, but 
there were many women who 
had never married, and were 
alone in old age. 

There was a feeling that 
people did not want to go to 
institutions for the elderlv 
because there were no 
activities for old people there, 
they just sat and it seemed 

. they were just waiting to die. 
S peakers e al led for 

Programmes to sensitise 
governments and young 
people to the needs o[ the 
elderly. 

USSR's 
• vo1ce 

Ail three goals of the UN 
Decade for Women, Equality, 
Development, Peace are 
closely interconnected. A 
growing number of women 
recognise that problems of 
Peace are inseparably link.ed 
with problems of social and 
economie progress. What can 
be done in regard to equality 
and development if we do not 
have pesce and live_ in con_di
tions of a gradually mcreasmg 
war threat?- Can we struggle 
for equality, for our right 

, to a job, to an education and 
health care if we are deprived 
of the right to life? 

And how can we solve ques
tions of development if the 
arms race swallows enormous 
resources that could fight 
again t hunger, di ease and 
illiteracy? 

These were among the 
questions discu ed at the 
work hop arranged by the 
Soviet Women's Committee. 
Members of the Soviet's 
Fo~um delegation told about 
status of women in the USSR 
and Soviet women's activities 
for peace. 

Katy Kelly, of Help the 
Aged, London, talked of 
projects in the Third World to 
help elderly people with infor
ma ti on, networking .and 
funding. Positive on Israel 

Panellist Wamaèii Njogu 
and other Kenyan wcimen 
spoke of the problems of older 
women left in rural areas to 
care· for children- while 
younger people went to the 
cities. dften tbey negJected to 

A most positive exchange· of 
-information. took place at the 
workshop entitled "The 
Status of Women in lsrael". 
Representative women in the 
fields of Law, Education, 
Agriculture, Medicine and 

Government discussed both 
Arab and Jewish women's 
progress in the State of Israel. 
Kenyans who have personally 
visited and studied in Israel 
a:tt~sted to the progress of 
women. 

Against 
misuse of 
reproductive 
technologies 
The ways women are using 
control over our reproductive 
processes was the theme of 
the workshop on the new 
reproductive technologies and • 
genetic engineering. W omen 

• from Africa, Asia, Europe, 
Australia, US and Canada 
explored the ways conception 
is being turned into a 
technical process in the 
la bora tory. 

The end of this 
technological process will 1:te ·
the artificial womb. In the 
meantime we bave new forms 
of conception outside the 
woman's body, the transfer of 
embryos from one woman to 
another, sex determination 
and selective abortion 
(usually if giri refuses) and an 
extension of pre-natal testing 
in order to select embryos for 
implanting into women that 
wiil result in people who 
biologieally can cope with our 
polluted environment. 

Women discussed previous 
and current attempts to 
improve the human race 
through population policies. 
Fears were expressed that the 
testing of the more dangerous 
processes on women will be 
transferred to developing 
cciuntries as has happened 
with fertility drugs and hor
monal and other contraçep-
tive methods. ""- ·-

Women agreed that in a 
sexist and racist world these 
technologies are a weapon 
Jl.gainst women and other so
c a 11 ed inferior peoples. 
Commerciai interests are also 
involved with some processes 
being patented for sale inter
na ti on a lly. Medicai and 
scientific workers are using 
the resources of the state 
through universities and 
hospitals to experiment 
upon women and when a 
process proves successfol, 
they are hailed as the saviours 
of women . 

The Feminist International 
Network of Resistancè to 
Reproductive and Genetic 
Engineering called upon all 
women to organise to educate 
ourselves and to take action 
on these issues. 

Migrants most 
discriminated. , 
"Migrant Vi omen" - thi 
workshop was organised by 
the Mediterranean Women' 
Studies Institute located in 
Athens, Greece, on migrant 
women. Migrant women are 
among the most dis
criminated groups becaus~ 
they are women. For the 
majority of them rnigration 
means an increased exploita
tion of their labour. Trans
national corporations in 
search of cheap labour take 
advantage of the extreme 
vulnerability of migrant 
women. 
At the workshop the need for 

niobilising inigrant wom~n 
to organise an·d to_ chanie 
govemment action as well as 
influencing public opinion 
was clearly expressed. 
Women suggested the JJ.."1\T 
Conference sub-committee 
that will be considering the 
problem of migrant women 
should consider the creation 
of a UN migration secretariat 
to undertake the responsibi
lity of im.proving migrant 
women'~ position in the next 

, De_çade. 
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Committee lessons 
by Frances Dennis 
Practical lessons for women in 
international negotiation are 
provided daily in the Second 
Committee by the persever
ing chairperson, Mrs Rosario 
Manalo, ofthe Philippines. 

Combining tolerance and 
humour with firmness and 
iust a touch of imoatience, 
Mrs Rosario pressed ber 
Committee resolutely forward 
over the weekend to try to 
recapture the lost timetable. 

Un Friday progress was 
slow, with only two parar;-

~ .;aphs cleared in the whole 
of the morning session, and 
many others referred either 
to the drafting group head
ed by Mrs Billie Miller, of 
Barbados, or for informai 
consultation among 
concerned delegations. 
This was the product Òf lively 
de ba te on t he "areas of 
special concern "· Delegate~ 
were unwilling to concede 
their right to improve 
the texts whether or not 
they were in the now-famous 
square brackets. 

Much sympathy' was 
expressed for women who are, 
in one way or another, living 
in difficult circumstances. 
These include poor women in 

both urban and rural areas, 
eldecrly women, young 
wome·n, abus·ed women 
destitute women and tj}gse , 
who are victims of trafficking 
and involuntary prostitution. 
Most of the proposals w~re . 
intended to ensure that the 
special conditions of these 
women were in no way 
overlooked. 

Is prostitution the result of 
economie degradation or of' 
both m·oral and economie 
degraclation ? The Commit
tee's inability to compromise 
on this point led t.he cbai:r

. pe rson to remark wi h 
impatience: "After all, we. 
don 't all expect to go to 
heaven". -

The Committee is frequen
tly reminded that the phrasf 
"new international economie 
order" is enshrined in 
approved UN language but 
the extent of _ continuing 
opposition to this concept is 
evident when the debate 
stalls every time the ph-ra e is 
used. It caused a paragi;aph 

. on desti tute women to be 
referred for resolution by the 
Netherlands, India and 
Canada. 

W orking against the dock, 
Mrs Rosario took a firmer 
stand: "I will not entertain . . 

debate on paragraphs recorn- resources were n~t made 
mended by for adoption by mandatory, women's issues 
the prepara tory body." By would get pushed aside in 
Saturday there seemed to be national requests for aid. It 
generai acceptance of this was left to Ghana to consult 
ruling. An Asian delegate on a final wording. 
about to put forward lengthy A matter of concern to the 
amendments to a paragraph Committee was the future 
on international co-operation pro e es s o f re vi e w a n d 
was to~d abruptly that shf appraisal, many delegates 
ha~ fa1led to adhere to the feeling that the proposals as 
rulmg that such am~ndmen_ts they stood were inadequate. 
sh~>Uld be subm1tted in An approved Australian 
wr.i;ting before the already- amendment stated that "the 
expired deadline. • national reviews should take 

Mrs Rosario ha~ other the form of a response to a 
proble~s to deal w1th. H~r regular statistica] reporting 
Gomm1ttee c3:n be a _bit request, from the United 
unruly at times, w1th Nations Secretariat which 
rnembèrs talking loudly should include indi~ators of 
amongst themselves when the situation of women. The 
controversy looms. "Please statistica! reporting basis 
- the speaker is e.x-pre in should be developed by the 
her ideas aild opinions. -Piea e Statistica! Commission, in 
Jet her speak and Jet those of consultation with the Com
us who wish to bear her do mission on the Status of 
so." Women". 

Developed countries are on A Canac;lian addition asks 
the alert for promises they that action taken and 
may not be able to fulfil progress achieved at the 
Britain Canada and Swit- national leve! should reflect 
zerland took issuEl with a call consultation with Non
for increased assistanee unaf- Governmental Organisations 
fected by resource con- and integration of their 
straints, arguing that this concerns at all levels of 
was unrealistic. The worry government planning,. 
for developing countries, implementation and evalua
however,- was that if more tion, as appropriate. 

NGOs address 
the plenary session 
by Frances Dennis 
Representatives of four nOll
governmental organizations 
took the podium on Friday 
evening • to àddress the 
Plenary must agree to hear 
Conference. Under the rules 
of the Conference, the 
Planary must agree to hear 
NGO views; there was no 
dissent. 

Christine Pintat, speaking 
for the Inter-Parliamentary 
Union, underlined the respon
sibility of members of parlia
ment to ensure that measures 
were taken to protect and 
enforce the equal rights of 
women. The Union intends to 
review every three years 
measures to implement the 
goals of the Decade. The 
Union is also committed to 
increasing the representation 
of women in the parliamehts 
of the world. An analysis of 
the distribution of seats in 80 
parliamentary assemblies 
showed that in 1975 12 to 13 
s·eats were held by women for 
every 100 seats held by men; 
by 1985 the ratio had gone up 
to 14/15 to 100. 

Marcelle Dehareng, 
representing the Inter-

national Confederation of 
Free Trade Unions, concen
trated on women in the pàid 
work force. She wameèl tbat 
altliougb progress had been 
ac~iev!d i:n, giving women 
their r1ghtful roles in trade 
unions, some governnients 
had responded to the 
economie recession with 
policies that wer.e turning the 
clock back on wpmen. ew 
fechnol,ogy was also putting 
women s emoloy)'llent at risk. 

The essential contribution 
of family planning to the 
status of women was 
described by Mrs Avabai 
W adia, President of the Inter
national Planned Parenthood 
Federation. 

The Charter of Economie, 
Social, Cultura! and Trade 
Union Rights for Working 
Women, adopted by the 
World Trade Union Con
ference in 1979, was drawn to 
the attention of the Con
fere n ce by Parvanthi 
Krishnan, representing the 
World Federation of Trade 
Unions. She emphasized that. 
women's problems cannot be 
solved separately from the 
existing politica!, economie 
and socia! condition. 

US women petition delegation ''Consensus'' --
Continued from Page 1 
interested in confrontation. 
"They are paragraphs for 
negotiation," said the 
delegate. "We want discus
sion - we want to see coming 
out in t he Strateuies docu
ment something with which 
we can work, for the benefit of 
women." 

Easfor for Mau:reen Reagan_to shake hands·with Cbinese delega
tion than witb {!S women's organisation? 

An attack on· the Reagan 
administration's foreign and 
domestic poli ci es • has been 
launched bere in Nairobi by a 
group of US women partici
pants in the NGO Forum, 
who say the US delegation 
does not represent the views 
of women in the US. 

Representatives of the US
based organisations Women's 
Coalition for Nairobi 
delivered a petition to the US 
delegation·, calling for a 9-
point strategy to ensure the 
implementation of the goals 
of the Decade - Equality, 

-Grassroots Gtapevine 
b~ Scarlet Woman 

With ali the complaints about 
politics and confrontation at 
Forum 85, no une seems to 
have noticed an inventive 
tittle device to keep the peace 
that surfaced at severa! 
workshops. Rather than clap 
madly when the liberatjon· 
group of their choice was 
mentioned, thereby 
interrupting the speaker and 
prolonging everyone's agony, 
women delegates silently 
raised their hands above their 
heads and waved them 
round and round.· Just think 
of ali_ tho_se lovely ladies, 
twirling their hands in the air. 
Perhaps the UN conference 
could use that tip this week, 

, we understand there is more 
• hubhub there than one would 

expect from besuited 
officialdom. 

An AmP rican reporter is 
reportPd to have had one 
complaint about ber role in 
covering Forum 85. "How do 
vou think it feels to ask 
women at this kind of con-

ference whether they are Miss' 
or Mrs?" Her paper's style 
require8 the reference. But 
surely we women of the world 
hàd settte·d on Ms? Perhaps 
the conference should take 
this up - once they've done 
with those small (hundreds
strong) paragraphs. 

****** 
One delegation needs to get 
its act together. A represen
tative to a small informai co
ordination group trying to 
sort out a difficult paragraph, 
helped the group reach con
sensus only to find that when 
the results got back to the 
main committee her own 
delegate objected to the 
outcome. Could have been a 
nasty incident, perhaps. 

* * * 
And then they complain 

about the Conference/Forum 
image in the media. One 
newswoman was trying to get 
around the officiai press 
person of a major delegation 
to interview some of the 
leading personalities, all tono 
avail. "How can we write 
anything if we can't talk to 

these people," the news
hound complained. "Be 
creati ve," carne the snappy 
reply. One wonders what the 
stnry was like when it carne 
out. 

****** 
Reporters hav~ been so busy 
covering the end of .decade 
activities, they've missed out 
on the Kenyan countryside. 
The only lions, tigers and 
giraffes they've seen have 
been on picture postcards. 
But one reporter isn't com
plain ing. "The biggest 
gra hopper l've ever seen has 
been living in. my hotel 
room." 

***** 
A Kenyan husband attendecl 
the Friday çlosing celebra
tion with his delegate wife. 
On a tour earlier in the day, 
he expressed bis amazement. 
"I didn't know women cotild 
be so organized. If there had 
been 12,000 men bere, it 
would bave been tota! chaos.!' 
So, organizers, shelve all 
those complaints; we looked 
good to the outside world. 

Development and Peace. 
The Coalition is a multi

racial umbrella organisation 
for women's peace, trade 
union, church and com
munity groups in the US. The 
petition, signed by more than 
1,300 of the 2,000 US Forum 
participants, calls on the US 
to support all UN initiatives, 
resolutions and conventions 
on behalf of women, for a 
reduction in the military 
budget and use ofthe released 
funds for the overall develop
men t of society and the 
equality ofwomen. 

They cali for curbs on t he 

''Call'' -
Continued from Page I 

Expectant mot hers have to 
pay much money for 
everyt hing." In the developed 
world, where facilities were in 
better shape for women, 
"hospitals, disabled and old 
peoples' homes and nurseries 
are being closed through lack 
nf government expendit ure," 
sa_vs Bett_v Tebbs. 
III - Human Rights: 

The question of human 
rights preyed on many 
women's minds -- par-' 
ticularlv in the Third World. 
Fabio!~ Letelier of Chile 
urged "the establishment of 
an international human 
rights commission, and an 
emergency commission 
immediately." 

Elsa Marquez of Mexico 
wanted the Contadora 
process sùpported to "prevent 
the US from invading 
Nicaragua and sending troops 
to El Salvador." Khitam 
Bitar of Lebanon said, "What 

• we need is security, which can 
only come about if the Israelis 
get out and leave us alone." 
IV-Peace 

Toshko Nishigeh of the 
Osaka Women's Affairs group 

and Kuniko Kitanamo of 
Sakai City in Japan, pointed 
out that their government 
had cut the budget for social 
services to benefit women -
while allocating "huge funds" 
for arms with the bill passed 
on to the people. Women from 
all over the world emphasized 

activities of transnational 
corporation for an end tn 
racial oppression and for full 
rights for foreign and 
undocumented workers, as 
well as materiai assistance to 
women struggling for their 
rights throughout the world. 

The Women 's Coalition 
for Nairobi proposals are 
detailed in the report 
headlined "The Effects of 
Racism and Militarization on 
Women's Equality", presen
ted to the UN Conference as 
Document A/Conf. 116/NGO 
12. 

they would rather have 
money spent on development 
than arms. 

Ione Biggs of the US urged 
her country to take action 
towards "stopping the arms 
race", and urgecl the UN ''to 
listen to the pleas of the 
women who have travelled 
t housands of miles at great 
pe_rsonal e~pense to attend 
th1s Forum. 

Many women felt that 
peace would be achieved 
when issues of conflict were 
resolved, and urged action 
against apartheid in South 
Africa and a just settlement 
ofthe Palestinian question. 
V- Solidarity: 

Almost ali women felt t he 
major outcome of the Forum 
was the establishment and 
promotion of women 's 
networks in areas of concern 
to women. They all urged the 
holding of another similar 
conference in five years' time 
to encourage networking at 
the national and inter
national leve!. 

Dr Swarna Jayweera from 
Sri Lanka descrir-ed the 
Forum as the "platform" for 
women to meet freely, cross
culturally, with a wide
ranging agend~. 

lqbal Baraka of Egypt 
urged UN delegations to have 
NGO women participate in 
gOvernment activities. "This 
Forum has shown who the 
activists are, and they're 
d'efinitely not those who 
accompany the government 
delegates" 
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There is a possibility that 
t he Conference will end in a 
vote, as it did in Copenhagen, 
rather than in the cnnsensus 
which is t he aim nf all UN 
conferences, and which was 
declared last Mondav to be 
the aim ofthis eme. • • 

"What we do todav and 
Monday on l he paragraphs 
relating to peace will deter
mine whether we are going to 
reach consensus or not on t he 
whole dnrument." said eme 
influential memher of the 
negntiating group of Com
mittee I on Saturdav. 

For a mem ber or"t he Soviet 
delegai ion. too. 1 he chances of 
consensus depend very much 
on what happened in the 
mediating groups. "We are 
not against it. We must wait 
for the rommittees and the 
negotiating groups; after that 
we can sav on what issues 
consensus èan be reached and 
on what issues consensus 
cannot be reached." 

"We'll work for consensus 
and see what happens. It's 
been our goal for t he whole 
period nfpreparations and it's 
our goal now," said a senior 
memher ofthe US delegation. 
"On issues of concern to 
women there is clearlv a 
broad area of agreement." 

Nevertheless it was the 
United States which 
introduced in Committee I 
the issue of freedom of 
religion and freedom of 
migration, issues on which 
the US and USSR bave been 
at loggerheads before and 
which are taken by most 
observers to refer to the 
freedom of conscience and 
movement of Soviet ,Jews. 
Questioned about this, the 
US delegate said t hey were 
"issues which affect many 
women in many countries of 
the world". The US was nc>t' 
at the conference to play con
frontationa1 games, he said. 

Forum '85 
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